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Summary of Meeting

Saturday, October 28th, 2006
The Chairman:  The Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:33 A.M., and Terry Jensen led the Pledge of Allegiance, with Will Hays offering the Invocation.  All Council Officers except the Treasurer who was absent and excused on convalescence, were present, along with 51 members of the Council and Guests.  
Appropriate introductions were conducted, and the Chairman recognized and lauded the Past Chairmen of the Council and past, as well as present Veterans of the Year who were present.

The Chairman then introduced Matt Braiotta of the VA Regional Office, who presented a message from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs concerning the “Veterans Pride Initiative” which encourages Veterans to wear their medals on Veterans Day.  He also gave a brief overview of the production statistics of the Regional Office for the 2006 Fiscal Year.
The Chairman then introduced Jim Panknin, of the “No on Proposition A” lobby, who presented the reasons why their group was opposed to Proposition A on the upcoming November ballot.  Various members posed questions to Mr. Panknin and gave additional comment.
The Chairman then introduced Jerrie Muir of the Internal Revenue Service, who gave a presentation on the “Disability Outreach Offering Resources through Services (DOORS) Initiative.  This program is a joint effort of the AARP, VFW, American Legion, Volunteer San Diego, the North County Career Center and other interested volunteer organizations to staff existing AARP volunteer income tax return preparation sites, with disabled Veterans willing to volunteer to assist in preparing income tax returns for the elderly, disabled and low-income residents in their community.  It would also establish new tax preparation sites in areas that are under-served by this volunteer service.

The Minutes:  The Chairman called for a review of the Minutes of the September 23rd, 2006 Council meeting.  He called for corrections or additions, and hearing none, the Chairman indicated they stood as published.
Treasurer’s report:  The Chairman gave the Treasurer’s on behalf of Tom Boucher who is convalescing from recent surgery.  He described the ledger, to include beginning balance of $1,426.79 in the checking account and $100.00 in the savings account, for a total of $1,526.79, with receipts of $200.00 in donations, and no expenditures, with an ending balance of $1,626.79 in the checking account and $100.00 in the savings account, for a total of $1,726.79.

Chairman’s comments:  The Chairman, Joe Brunner, commented on Veterans Day and the wearing of medals on that day, and he encouraged all Veterans to do so.  He also spoke about the California Department of Veterans Affairs launching a campaign to name the next Virginia Class nuclear attack submarine after the State of California.  He recommended that member organizations direct correspondence supporting this effort to the office of the Secretary of the Navy.
He then asked all present to stand, and observe a moment of silence in honor of those who died in the bombing of the Marine Corps barracks in Beirut, Lebanon on October 23rd, 1983.

1st Vice Chairman’s comments:  Steve Campbell, the 1st Vice Chairman, gave comment on an Awards Ceremony being held at 2:00 P.M. being held this afternoon for members of the 96th Military Police Battalion at the Ramada Inn at 5550 Kearny Mesa Road.  The Army Reserve unit, which is based here in San Diego, is comprised of members from all over the nation, and they just returned from a yearlong deployment operating the Abu Garaib prison in Iraq.
2nd Vice Chairperson’s comments:  The 2nd Vice Chairperson, Betty Nimits, encouraged all members to get out and vote on November 7th.  She also mentioned the upcoming Veteran of the Year luncheon on November 3rd, the Military Women Veterans luncheon on November 4th, as well as the Marine Corps Birthday on November 10th, and the Navy Nurse Corps Associations’ participation in the upcoming Veterans Day Parade.
Good of the Order:  The Chairman called for issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.

Bobby Price commented on the upcoming 5th Annual Fun Walk from the State Veterans Home to VFW Post 2111 in Chula Vista to raise funds for the Veterans Home Support Foundation, which will be held on Saturday, November 4th, 2006.  Registration begins at 8:00 A.M. at Building “F” at the State Veterans Home, with the Walk beginning at 9:00 A.M.

Roy Cook invited everyone to attend the “Warrior’s Symposium”, hosted by Mesa College on Friday, November 3rd at 11:00 A.M.  Dr. Karen Schoenfeld-Smith of the San Diego Veterans Center will give a presentation on Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, and Scott Langhoff, of the VFW State Service Office, will give a presentation on Veterans benefits.  The American Indian Warriors Association (AIWA) Color Guard will present the Colors, and snacks and beverages will be provided.
David Wiley reported that the Veterans for Peace would be participating in the Veterans Day Parade on November 11th, and also hosting an event called “Arlington West” in Encinitas.  More information is available on their website at www.sdvfp.org 
Bill Paxton mentioned the Veterans Memorial Ceremony to be held at the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center immediately following the United Veterans Council meeting, and several other upcoming activities of various organizations.
Tom Richards spoke about the upcoming “Band of Brothers” Marine Corps Birthday Celebration on November 10th, and that interested parties can contact him for tickets to the event.
Lorelei Winn of the VA Medical Center announced the availability of flu shots to all enrolled Veterans on a walk-in basis beginning on October 23rd at the Medical Center in La Jolla, as well as the VA Veterans Clinics in Brawley, Chula Vista, Escondido, Mission Valley and Vista.  Interested parties can call (858) 642-3600 for information on dates and times for a particular clinic or the Medical Center.  She also reported their Marine Corps Birthday Celebration to be held on November 7th at 2:00 P.M. in the Multipurpose Room of the Medical Center, and the 19th Annual VA Volunteer Service (VAVS) Bazaar to be held on November 16th from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. in the Multipurpose Room at the Medical Center.
J.P. Tremblay, Deputy Secretary for the California Department of Veterans Affairs, spoke about the future of the CALVET Home Loan Office in San Diego.  He indicated that they will keep a District office with its own Office Manager in San Diego, at a different location to be determined in the near future, and are examining their office staffing Statewide.
Richard West encouraged members to visit their local nursing homes and seek out Veterans who reside there and are not receiving all of the benefits to which they are entitled.

Stuart Hedley gave comment on the “Welcome Home” statue that will be placed near the USS MIDWAY on November 11th.
Steve Arends gave comment on the upcoming Dedication of fourteen streets in the City of Chula Vista in honor of those Veterans fallen in combat, which will be held on November 9th at 11:30 A.M. at the Wolf Canyon Park, near the new Olympic High School in eastern Chula Vista.  These streets will join 53 previous streets named in honor of fallen Veterans.

John Culea commented on the upcoming Angel’s Depot fundraiser to be held on November 18th at the Palomar Airport to support their effort in providing non-perishable boxes of food to Seniors.

The Chairman gave comment on the upcoming Military Retiree Seminar and Resource Fair to be held at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot on Saturday, November 4th, from 8:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.  

 He also announced that the Secretary developed a fundraiser for the UVC in the form of bumper stickers with the UVC logo and website address on the, declaring that you’re a Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force or Coast Guard Veteran.  They are available from the Secretary for a donation of $2.00.  The Secretary further commented that he is open to suggestions for a sticker for non-Veterans to display indicating their support for Veterans, with the prime goal of advertising the website and getting more Veterans involved in the Council.
The Chairman then introduced Al Pavich, Director of Veterans Village of San Diego, who reported that there would be a change in the plan for the rebuilding of Veterans Village, in that the next phase of the Project will be to construct another 112-bed facility. This will compliment the Phase I 112-bed facility, and defer the original Phase II of building the apartment complex to Phase III so additional funding can be arranged for that part of the Project.
Legislative reports:  The Chairman called for the Legislative reports.

U.S. House & Senate Legislation:  The Chairman gave brief comment on the fact that Congress in currently in recess for the upcoming election, and not much is happening, other than the National Defense Appropriation Act being passed.  None of the amendments of interest to Veterans added to the Senate version, but not on the House version, were approved by the joint conference committee and passed into law.  He also gave comment on various other issues that failed to pass in this session, and should be addressed in future legislation.
State Legislation:  Steve Arends gave brief comments on the efforts of Congresswoman Susan Davis and Congressman Bob Filner to advance HR 2952, the American Veterans Homeownership Act of 2005 in the House, which directly affects the eligibility for the CALVET Home Loan Program for some Veterans.  He also encouraged all to vote on November 7th.
John Culea gave additional comment on recent legislation concerning “Payday Lenders”.

Eagle’s Wings:  Darcy Pavich reported on behalf of Chaplain Ron Ritter, Director of the Eagle’s Wings program, and stated that they had ten Widows or Widowers in their current group, and that they have classes four times a year.  She indicated that the word is getting out about their program, and their groups are growing in size. 
Veteran’s Museum and Memorial Center:  Will Hays reported on behalf of RADM Rod Melendez, Director of the Center, and indicated that renovations have been done in several areas of the Museum, to include a greatly improved Library.  He commented on the upcoming “Veteran of the Year” Luncheon, where they will recognize thirty-three “Veteran of the Year” Nominees from various organizations, and fifteen organizations that support Veterans.  He also mentioned several other events happening during “Veterans Week”.
VA National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans:  Delia Fernandez reported on behalf of Bill Livingston, Director of the National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans.  She indicated that the Environmental Impact Study report concerning the 323-acre expansion of Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery Annex at MCAS Miramar has been completed.  A Public Meeting to review the results of the report is scheduled for November 16th, 2006 from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. at the Holiday Inn Select in Kearny Mesa just off Miramar Road at Interstate 15.  She also reported that 200 interments were conducted so far this month, to include an Army Soldier and a Navy Seal who were killed in Iraq.  There are now a total of twenty-six individuals who were killed in action in Iraq interred at the Cemetery.
VA San Diego Healthcare System:  Lorelei Winn reported on behalf of Gary Rossio, Director of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego, reported that on any given day, there are approximately 5,500 Staff and volunteers at work in the Medical Center, treating an average of 1,000 Veterans per day.  She also indicated that last year, the Center received approximately $500,000 in donations that went toward the cost of Veterans activities at the Center, and also busses to transport Veterans, medical equipment that was not budgeted for, etc., and that 9/10 of the donations came from Veterans groups, and she thanked everyone for helping them care for our Veterans.  They currently have over 4,000 Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom Veterans enrolled in their system.  They would like to enroll another 2,000 Veterans in the VA Healthcare System in the next year.  She also indicated that they have an ongoing need for volunteers to drive the DAV vans used to transport Veterans to and from their medical appointments at the Center.  Those interested in volunteering can call the DAV Transportation Coordinator at (858) 552-7470 to learn more.
VA San Diego Regional Office:    Matt Braiotta reported on behalf of Lily Fetzer, Director of the VA San Diego Regional Office, and indicated that the Regional Office will be upgrading the buildings’ security measures in the near future, to include electronic locks on Regional Office access doors and the installation of a magnetometer and x-ray machine in the buildings’ lobby.
They also visited Camp Pendleton this past week and briefed over 800 returning Marine Reservists from a Massachusetts Reserve unit on their benefits, and accepted over 200 claims for disability compensation from this group.

Naval Medical Center, San Diego:  There was not a representative from the Naval Medical Center San Diego present at this month’s meeting.
California State Veteran’s Home – Chula Vista:   Jane Bergman reported on behalf of Gil Acevedo, Administrator of the of the State Veteran’s Home in Chula Vista, she thanked the Chula Vista State Veterans Home Support Foundation and VFW Post 2111 members, as well as all other supporters, for their continuing assistance to the Home.  She also lauded Bob White and Joan De Munbrun as nominees for Veteran of the Year from the Support Foundation and Veterans Home, respectively.
CALVET Board:  Colin “Jim” Shadell, Member of the CALVET Board and a Resident at the Chula Vista State Veterans Home commented on the recent Board meeting at the Home, and on the recent decision to keep the CALVET Veterans Service Office open in San Diego.
San Diego County Veterans Service Office:  There was not a representative of the San Diego County Veterans Service Office present at this month’s meeting.

“One VA” Report:  The Chairman of the “One VA” Committee, Pete Houben, was absent, and the Chairman indicated that the next meeting of the Committee would be at 9:30 A.M. on Wednesday, November 15th at the VA Regional Office. 
San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council:  Steve Arends, reporting on behalf of Nancy Owen, Chairperson of the Council, that there was nothing significant to report for this month.

San Diego County United Veterans Association:  Karyn Damian, Chairperson of the Association and Co- Chairperson of the Veterans Day Parade Committee briefed the membership present on the status of the Parade to be held at 11:00 A.M. on Saturday, November 11th on Pacific Coast Highway from Grape Street to approximately Harbor Drive.  Information packets will be mailed out the contact persons for all entries on November 3rd.  She lauded Joan De Munbrun, who was selected as one of the Grand Marshals of this years Parade.  A couple of members posed questions to Karyn about the Parade.
Scott Langhoff indicated that he had forwarded Parade donations of approximately $38,000 to the Veterans Museum Association to date, and had pledges or outstanding checks needing correction of approximately $2,600, for a total of just over $41,000 that had been raised for the Parade this year. 
Mt. Soledad Memorial Association:  Bea Waggett, a Volunteer Docent at the Memorial, reported on behalf of Bill Kellogg, President of the Association, and indicated that the Mt. Soledad Veterans Day program would be held from 2:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M. on November 11th, and that she has posters available for the event.  The Chairman indicated that the Association wanted everyone to know that they are invited to attend this event, which will honor Congressman Duncan Hunter and Former California Governor Pete Wilson.  He also indicated that a meeting is scheduled with the Department of the Navy concerning the transfer of the Memorial to the Department of Defense, and its’ future operating procedures.
USS Midway Museum/CNRSW:  There was not a representative of the USS MIDWAY Museum and Commander, Naval Region Southwest present at this month’s meeting.
Old business:  The Chairman called for Old Business or Correspondence, and hearing none, he called for New Business.
New business:  The Chairman called for any other Motions or New Business that needed to be brought before the Council.  He then opened nominations for the office of Chairman of the Council for the 2007 term. Stuart Hedley nominated Tom Richards, who accepted.  Allen Miliefsky nominated Steve Campbell, who accepted.  Bill Paxton nominated John Voorhies, who accepted.  The Chairman called for additional nominations for the office of Chairman, and hearing none, closed the nominations for the office of Chairman until the next meeting on Saturday, November 25th, 2006.
The Chairman then opened the floor for nominations for the office of 1st Vice Chairman for the 2007 term.  John Voorhies nominated Bill Paxton, who accepted.  Bill Paxton nominated Karyn Damian, who accepted.  The Chairman called for additional nominations for the office of 1st Vice Chairman, and hearing none, closed the nominations for the office of 1st Vice Chairman until the next meeting on Saturday, November 25th, 2006.

The Chairman then opened the floor for nominations for the office of 2nd Vice Chairman for the 2007 term.  Steve Campbell nominated Betty Nimits, who accepted.  Bill Paxton nominated Bobby Price, who accepted.  The Chairman called for additional nominations for the office of 2nd Vice Chairman, and hearing none, closed the nominations for the office of 2nd Vice Chairman until the next meeting on Saturday, November 25th, 2006.

The Chairman then opened the floor for nominations for the office of Treasurer for the 2007 term.  Steve Arends nominated Joe Brunner, who accepted.    Steve Campbell nominated John Voorhies, who declined.  The Chairman called for additional nominations for the office of Treasurer, and hearing none, closed the nominations for the office of Treasurer until the next meeting on Saturday, November 25th, 2006.

The Chairman then opened the floor for nominations for the office of Secretary for the 2007 term.  Steve Campbell nominated Scott Langhoff, who accepted.  The Chairman called for additional nominations for the office of Secretary, and hearing none, closed the nominations for the office of Secretary until the next meeting on Saturday, November 25th, 2006.

The Chair called for any other New Business to be brought before the Council.  Hearing none, he asked Will Hays to leave the room for a few minutes.  Following a group discussion, Will was invited back into the meeting.
The Chairman called for any other new business, and hearing none, the Chairman admonished all present to take the information disseminated today back to the members of their organizations, and bring a Veteran to the next meeting!  The Meeting was adjourned at 11:17 A. M.

The next Meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, November 25th, 2006 in the Lower Hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center in Balboa Park.
Recorded by:




Approved by:

Scott H. Langhoff



W. J. Brunner

CPO USN (Retired)



MCPO USN (Retired)
Secretary




Chairman

Work:  (619) 400-5323

Residence: (619) 470-7860

Fax: (619) 434-2149

Cellular: (619) 884-5917

Email: slanghoff@cox.net
1 of 6

