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Summary of Meeting

Saturday, November 25th, 2006
The Chairman:  The Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:36 A.M., and Jerry Cisinsky led the Pledge of Allegiance, with Chaplain Ron Ritter offering the Invocation.  All Council Officers except the Treasurer who was absent and excused on convalescence, were present, along with sixty-seven members of the Council and Guests.  
Appropriate introductions were conducted, and The Chairman recognized and lauded the Past Chairmen of the Council and past, as well as present Veterans of the Year who were present.

The Chairman then introduced Superior Court Judge-Elect Rod Shelton, who thanked all the members of the Council for their support, and indicated he would be coming to many more meetings in the future.
Jerry Cisinsky gave brief comments about the efforts of several individuals to ensure San Diego had a successful Veteran’s Day Parade this year, and then presented 2006 San Diego Veterans Day Parade Appreciation Plaques to Diane Bell of the San Diego Union Tribune, Matt Aubrey of San Diego Councilmember Kevin Faulconer’s Office, and both gave brief comments.  Jerry then went on to thank several other individuals that could not be present today, and especially the Sparber, Rudolph and Annen Professional Law Group who were major contributors.
The Chairman then presented a plaque to Rear Admiral Melendez, Director of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center for their contribution to the Parade, and presented a plaque to the representative from Old Town Trolley for their exceptional support in providing transportation for Parade participants on short notice.  He also mentioned several other individuals who contributed $500 or more to the Parade this year.
The Chairman then introduced Cryptographic Technician 1st Class Casey Tibbs, who gave comments on the Comprehensive Combat Casualty Care Center (C5) at the Naval Medical Center in San Diego, and the Challenged Athlete Program, and the part he plays in peer-to-peer support, as a fellow amputee, for the returning severely injured military personnel.  Captain Lisa Arnold, USN (NC), Special Assistant to the Commander of Naval Medical Center San Diego, gave additional comments.

Several members of the Council posed a variety of questions to Petty Officer Tibbs.

The Minutes:  The Chairman called for a review of the Minutes of the October 28th, 2006, Council meeting.  Bill Paxton pointed out one correction that needed to be made, which was accepted and acknowledged by the Secretary.  The Chairman called for further corrections or additions, and hearing none, the Chairman indicated they stood as corrected.
Treasurer’s report:  The Chairman gave the Treasurer’s on behalf of Tom Boucher who is convalescing from recent surgery.  He described the ledger, to include $205.00 in receipts and $169.48 in expenditures, and reported an ending balance of $1,662.31 in the checking account and $100.00 in the savings account, for a total of $1,762.31.

Chairman’s comments:  The Chairman, Joe Brunner, commented that the nomination and election of Officers for the 2007 term would be conducted between the various organization reports in the interest of expediency.
He also spoke about the future of the CALVET Service Office in San Diego, and that the United Veterans Council was selected as the “2007 San Diego County Veterans Organization of the Year”.

1st Vice Chairman’s comments:  Steve Campbell, the 1st Vice Chairman, commented on the recruiting effort for the Honor Detail that is being assembled for the Annex to the Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery at Miramar, which is expected to open sometime late next year.  Any individuals interested in joining the United States Volunteers should visit their website at www.usv-a.org
He also mentioned that flyers were available in the back of the room concerning a study being conducted by two students from UC Berkeley who are producing a film about PTSD and its’ treatment, and he indicated that they would be visiting San Diego in December to interview combat Veterans about this disability.
He also indicated that although his name is on the ballot for Chairman in the coming term, he has withdrawn his nomination due to health reasons.

2nd Vice Chairperson’s comments:  The 2nd Vice Chairperson, Betty Nimits, commented on the recent Women Veterans Luncheon and its’ success and popularity.
Eagles Wings:  Chaplin Ron Ritter, Director of the “Eagles Wings” Bereavement & Intervention Program, gave comment its’ purpose.  He also spoke about the upcoming Holidays, and the problems recent Widows and Widowers can experience during this time of year.  He suggested that those present take advantage of the various publications available in the rack at the back of the room to aid those that are grieving.
Good of the Order:  The Chairman called for issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.

Stuart Hedley commented on the upcoming Wreath Presentation Ceremony to be held on the USS Midway by the Pearl Harbor Survivors that will be held on December 7th, at 9:55 A.M., and he invited all those present to attend.
Bobby Price gave comment on the recent 5th Annual Fun Walk Fundraiser for the State Veterans Home held by the Chula Vista Veterans Home Support Foundation and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2111.  He indicated that they raised nearly $10,000 to be donated to the Foundation, and thanked radio station KGB for their support, along with other media outlets.
Allen Miliefsky mentioned that one of the last remaining “Tuskegee Airman”, Mr. Thurman Purlow, would speak at the next meeting of the Jewish War Veterans at Alvarado Hospital Main Building, Classrooms 1, 2 and 3, on Sunday, December 10th, 2006 at 11:00 A.M.
Bill Paxton spoke about a recent Veterans Storytelling Luncheon he attended.  He also reminded those present of the Memorial Ceremony to be held immediately following the UVC meeting at 11:30 A.M.

Captain Arnold mentioned the next Health Care Town Council meeting to be held on December 6th at 4:00 P.M. at the ASW Base Bldg. 62 on Echo Lane.  She also mentioned that the construction of the new parking building at the Naval Medical Center is ahead of schedule.
Bea Waggett spoke about the “Just Say Thanks” website.  You can pass your appreciation to one of our service members by selecting a postcard designed by a grade school child, from the website at www.letssaythanks.com courtesy of the Xerox Corporation.
The Chairman clarified the current nominations for Chairman, and the fact that Steve Campbell and John Voorhies had withdrew their nominations, leaving Tom Richards as the only other nominated candidate.  He called for additional nominations, and he nominated Robert Lewis as a candidate, who accepted.  Calling for other nominations and hearing none, he declared the nominations closed for the position of Chairman, and called for the Legislative reports.
Legislative reports:
U.S. House Legislation:  John Smith commented on H.R. 2952, the American Veterans Homeownership Act of 2005, and the hopes that our local Representatives could convince the rest of the Congress to pass this important legislation.
U. S. Senate Legislation:  The Senate Legislative Chair remains unfilled.  The Chairman gave brief comment that the Senate did pass the VA funding bill of almost $80 billion dollars.  He gave additional comment about the cost of VA healthcare, which was approximately half of the budgeted amount.
State Legislation:  Steve Arends indicated he had nothing significant to report on State Legislation.
Veteran’s Museum and Memorial Center:  RADM Rod Melendez, Director of the Center, reported about the benefit Rock Concert they have each Saturday from 7:00 P.M. to 11:30 P.M. to benefit Operation Homefront, as well as the upcoming Pearl Harbor Commemorative Memorial Ceremony to be held at 10:30 A.M. on December 7th.
VA San Diego Healthcare System:  Jean Sobzcak reported on behalf of Gary Rossio, Director of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego, and commented that representatives from the Department of Defense and the Regional Office of the Inspector General had visited the Medical Center to examine what was being done to address the “Seamless Transition” Program.  She also indicated that Mr. Rossio had recently been interviewed on the “American Veteran Radio Show”, aired at 8:00 P.M. on Saturday evenings on KCBQ AM 1170, as well at the University of California San Marcos campus.
The Election Committee reported that Thomas Richards was elected as the Chairman of the Council for the 2007 term.  The Chair noted the current candidates for the position of 1st Vice Chairman and called for additional nominations.  Steve Campbell nominated Allen Miliefsky, who accepted.  The Chairman called for additional nominations, and hearing none, declared nominations closed for the position of 1st Vice Chairman, and called for the members present to cast their ballots.  He then asked for the report of the VA Regional Office.
VA San Diego Regional Office:    Al Padilla reported on behalf of Lily Fetzer, Director of the VA Regional Office that the Director attended a Director’s meeting recently, and found out that the San Diego Regional Office had been ranked third highest in overall performance of the Office, of all the other Regional Offices in the Country. Some of the issues considered were the quality and timeliness of their Decisions, their production, and their backlog of claims and appeals.  Even more impressive is the fact that the two Regional Offices that scored better than San Diego were Ft. Harrison, Montana, and Boise, Idaho, both with a much smaller area of jurisdiction.  He also indicated that the Office of the Inspector General would be visiting the Regional Office as well as the Medical Center.  They also hope to open a new Career Center at the Regional Office after the first of the year.  He also indicated that the Regional Office would be incorporating magnetometers and x-ray machines into the buildings’ physical security system in the near future, as mandated by the VA Central Office.  He also gave comment on the current efforts to reduce the backlog of current claims and appeals.
The Election Committee reported that Karyn Damian was elected as the 1st Vice Chairperson of the Council for the 2007 term.  The Chair noted the current candidates for the position of 2nd Vice Chairman and called for additional nominations.  The Chairman called for additional nominations, and hearing none, declared nominations closed for the position of 2nd Vice Chairman, and called for the members present to cast their ballots.  He then asked for the report of the VA National Cemetery.

VA National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans:  Bill Livingston, Director of the National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans reported that the Public Review of the Environmental Impact Statement for the Annex was held on November 16th with very few negative comments.   He indicated that the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of the Navy need to approve the record of decision for the environmental study and the ninety-nine user agreement for the Annex at the same time by March or April of 2007.  He indicated that there are only about 2,500 sites left available in the Columbarium at Ft. Rosecrans, which will last about one year, so the approval for the Annex is critical.  The Department of the Navy is also closing the Naval Complex at Point Loma at 5:15 P.M. each evening, so there will be no access to the Cemetery after that time.  The visiting hours of the Cemetery are from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Mr. Livingston answered a question concerning the “Wreaths Across America” program.
The Election Committee reported that Betty Nimits was elected as the 2nd Vice Chairperson of the Council for the 2007 term.  The Chair noted the current candidates for the position of Treasurer and called for additional nominations.  Steve Campbell nominated Allen Miliefsky, who accepted.  He called for additional nominations, and hearing none, declared nominations closed for the position of Treasurer, and called for the members present to cast their ballots.  He then asked for the report of the State Veterans Home.

California State Veteran’s Home – Chula Vista:   Gil Acevedo, Administrator of the of the State Veterans Home in Chula Vista indicated that they currently have 368 residents at the Home, and will be having a Memorial Service for five Veterans on Monday, November 27th.  He reported that they just completed an annual survey by the VA, and did very well.  They plan to have a Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony at 8:00 P.M. on December 8th at the entranceway the facility, and all are welcome to attend.  They will hold their annual Holiday Party for the residents on December 13th, at 6:30 P.M., and all are also welcome to attend this event.  He also reported that several Veterans organizations have assisted in decorating the Home for the Holidays.
One of the Council members present asked about the length of the waiting lists for admission to the Home which he addressed.
The Election Committee reported that Joe Brunner was elected as the Treasurer of the Council for the 2007 term.  The Chair noted the current candidates for the position of Secretary and called for additional nominations.  He called for additional nominations, and hearing none, declared nominations closed for the position of Secretary.  A Motion was made to accept Scott Langhoff for the position of Secretary by popular acclaim, which was seconded and unanimous on the question.

The Chair thanked the Election Committee for their service and efficient work and the cooperation of all with a slightly different election process.

A member asked the Chair to summarize the Election of Officers for 2007, which he did as follows:

Chairman:  Tom Richards

1st Vice Chairperson:  Karyn Damian

2nd Vice Chairperson:  Betty Nimits

Treasurer:  Joe Brunner

Secretary:  Scott Langhoff

The Chair then asked for the report of the CALVET Board Representative.

CALVET Board:  Colin “Jim” Shadell, Member of the CALVET Board and a Resident at the Chula Vista State Veterans Home indicated he had nothing significant to report.
San Diego County Veterans Service Office:  There was not a representative of the San Diego County Veterans Service Office present at this month’s meeting.

Veterans Village of San Diego:  There was not a representative of the Veterans Village of San Diego present at this month’s meeting.

“One VA” Report:  The Chairman of the “One VA” Committee, Pete Houben, gave various comments concerning the history of the “One VA” Committee, and the resultant accomplishments.  He encouraged all present to continue to provide the Committee with feedback as to the quality of care or service rendered by the VA.  He stressed the importance of adequate funding for VA health care.  He lauded the importance of the Council in keeping the representatives of the VA apprised of their concerns with regard to their care or service rendered to a Veteran.
San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council:  Nancy Owen, Chairperson of the Council, indicated that Council Member Nathan Fletcher just returned from active duty in the “Horn of Africa”, and that their next meeting was set for December 9th at 9:30 A.M. at the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center.
San Diego County United Veterans Association:  Karyn Damian, Chairperson of the Association and Co-Chairperson of the Veterans Day Parade Committee thanked everyone who attended or participated in the Veterans Day Parade, and reported that the Parade will be on the same route next year.  She indicated that she and Joe Brunner have agreed to another year as Co-Chairpersons of the 2007 Parade, and look forward to new developments in the funding and operation of the Parade in the future.  She indicated the next Parade meeting would be on January 11th, at 6:00 P.M. at the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center.
The Chairman provided further comments.

Mt. Soledad Memorial Association:  John Smith reported on behalf of Bill Kellogg, President of the Association, and indicated that they had a very successful Veterans Day Event.  He gave brief comment on the current status of litigation involving the Memorial.
USS Midway Museum/CNRSW:  Joe Ciokon reported on behalf of the USS MIDWAY
Museum and Commander, Navy Region Southwest, and mentioned several recent developments of the active Navy.  He also commented on the new attractions at the Museum, and recent attendance records.
Old business:  The Chairman called for Old Business or Correspondence, and hearing none, he called for New Business.
New business:  The Chairman called for any other Motions or New Business that needed to be brought before the Council, and heard none.
He asked for comments concerning the method of elections today, and several members posed questions or gave comments.  John Smith lauded the Chairman and Secretary for their efforts over the past three years.  The Chairman gave additional comments, and lauded Clint Steed for his efforts to establish and maintain a website for the Council.  He gave additional comments concerning the efforts of all concerned.
 The Chairman called for any other new business, and hearing none, the Chairman admonished all present to take the information disseminated today back to the members of their organizations, and bring a Veteran to the next meeting!  The Meeting was adjourned at 11:23 A. M.

The next Meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, January 27th, 2007 in the Lower Hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center in Balboa Park.
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