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Summary of Meeting

Saturday, September 23rd, 2006
The Chairman:  The Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:35 A.M., and Jim Omgien led the Pledge of Allegiance, with Allen Miliefsky offering the Invocation.  All Council Officers except the Treasurer who was absent and excused on convalescence, were present, along with 55 members of the Council and Guests.  Appropriate introductions were conducted.
The Chairman then introduced Richard Farrand, who spoke about the American Legion’s new “Heroes to Hometowns” Program.  Richard indicated that San Diego is the pilot project for this new outreach program in the State of California, which is a partnership with the Department of Defense’s Military Severely Injured Center and the American Legion to establish a support network to welcome home severely injured military personnel.  Its’ goal is to ensure their smooth transition into civilian life utilizing local assets, many of which that already exist within the ranks of the Council.   He distributed literature further describing the program to those present, and indicated he would make a PowerPoint presentation about the program to the Council in the near future.
The Chairman then introduced John “Woody” Woodrum, Candidate for Congress in the 53rd District.  John summarized his military and civilian careers, and invited those present to review his website at www.johnwoodrumforcongress.com  He commented briefly on the border control issue, stating that for about the many years, the Government has done absolutely nothing to resolve this problem.  He reported on the amount of federal and state monies expended annually supporting illegal immigrants.
He reported that the House recently passed the “Secure Borders” Act, and that the next thing they need to do is pass the “Real ID” Act.  He also indicated that terrorists such as Hezbollah, with the assistance of the Taliban, are now establishing training sites in various Central and South American countries with the goal of further undermining our economy and national security.
He indicated that he had served nearly twenty-one years of his life serving his Country, and would continue to do so in Congress to resolve these issues amongst several others, which his opponent has failed to do in the past.  He encouraged those organizations or individuals who would like to hear more to contact him directly after the meeting today or through his website.
The Chairman then introduced Rod Shelton, Candidate for Superior Court for the County of San Diego.  Rod gave comment on his background and education, and current extracurricular activities.  He opined why he would like to become a Judge of the Superior Court based on his background and experience, as well as those supporting and endorsing him.  He encouraged those present to visit www.sheltonforjudge.com and vote for him on November 7th.  Several members posed questions to Mr. Shelton, which he addressed.
The Chairman then announced that this month is National POW/MIA Month, and thanked Bea Waggett for her POW/MIA display at the front of the meeting room today.

He then asked Jennifer Vogelson of the Armed Services YMCA, Major Hayes, OIC of the Medical Holding Unit at Naval Medical Center San Diego and Captain Arnold, Special Assistant to the Commander of the Naval Medical Center San Diego.  He described the Council’s recent Wounded Warrior Dinner at the Bali Hai Restaurant on Shelter Island, and its’ success.  He then presented sixty-two $50 Navy Exchange gift cards to Jennifer, which were purchased with the proceeds from the Dinner, along with an additional $50 gift card received as a donation from American Legion East Palo Alto Unit 472, for a total of $3,150.00 in gift certificates. These gift cards will be used to provide for the daily necessities of life for the recently received Wounded Warriors received at the Naval Medical Center.
Jennifer deferred to Major Hayes and Captain Arnold for further comment, and Major Hayes thanked the Council for their donation and the benefit the gift certificates provide to the incoming Wounded Warriors, and Captain Arnold lauded Jennifer for her efforts on a daily basis to assist these individuals.

The Chairman thanked the members of the Council for their support of this event, and indicated that the Council would host other events of this type after the Veterans Day Parade.

The Minutes:  The Chairman called for a review of the Minutes of the August 26th, 2006, Council meeting.  He called for corrections or additions, and hearing none, the Chairman indicated they stood as published.
Treasurer’s report:  The Chairman gave the Treasurer’s on behalf of Tom Boucher who is convalescing from recent surgery.  He described the ledger, to include receipts and expenditures and reported an ending balance of $1,426.79 in the checking account and $100.00 in the savings account, for a total of $1,526.79.

Chairman’s comments:  The Chairman, Joe Brunner, indicated he had nothing significant to report due to his excused absence from the last meeting of the Council.
1st Vice Chairman’s comments:  Steven Campbell, the 1st Vice Chairman, reported that there would be an Awards Ceremony this afternoon at 2:00 P.M. for members of the 301st Psychological Operations Company based in San Diego at the Army Reserve Center at Admiral Baker Field, and he invited those present to attend this Ceremony.
2nd Vice Chairperson’s comments:  The 2nd Vice Chairperson, Betty Nimits, commented on the upcoming Womens Military Veteran Luncheon to be held on November 4th at the Officer’s Club at MCAS Miramar, and indicated flyers were available at the meeting.
The Chairman recognized and lauded the Past Chairmen of the Council and past, as well as present Veterans of the Year who were present.

Good of the Order:  The Chairman called for issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.

Scott Langhoff commented on the purchase of the Adobe software for the Council, and that he can convert Word documents to Adobe to reduce the file size, so if any of the member organizations are having an event, they can send him the Word document for conversion and distribution.  He indicated he has nearly 700 recipients in his email network of UVC, VFW, American Legion, and Media contacts.
He went on to mention the recent “Operation Homecoming” event at the Encinitas Community Center, which premiered the National Endowment for the Arts book project highlighting the book, “Operation Homecoming”.  This book is a compilation of short stories, poems, journals and correspondence from our Service members in Afghanistan and Iraq, and their loved ones back home, which will be airing as a PBS documentary sometime next spring.  The book is on sale at all Borders bookstores, and 10% of the proceeds go to the Victory Fund, which assists wounded and injured Marines and their families.  For more information, visit www.operationhomecoming.gov
Allen Miliefsky gave an update on the Jewish War Veterans/American Civil Liberties Union alliance concerning the transfer of the Mt. Soledad Memorial to the Department of Defense.
Debbie Cash, Chapter President of the Military Order of the World Wars, commented on the upcoming 51st “Massing of the Colors” which will be held on Sunday, November 5th, at 10:30 A.M. at the Organ Pavilion in Balboa Park.
Tom Richards announced that the “Golden Anchor Salute”, an MCRD Museum Historical Society fundraiser, would be on the evening of Saturday, September 30th, and if you desire tickets, see him after the meeting today.  He also reported that the Naval Order of the United States will have a meeting on October 25th, with Pat Garrett as their Guest Speaker, and you can see him for details.  He also indicated that the Marine Corps Birthday Ball will be held on November 10th, and you can see him for details.

Clint Steed, UVC Webmaster, reported that if any member organizations need professional flyers for their events, they should contact him through the website at www.sduvc.org and he will develop a professional flyer for them at no cost.

Bea Wagget introduced the “Lets Say Thanks” postcard program.  By visiting www.letssaythanks.com individuals can send a FREE printed postcard (designed by children and courtesy of Xerox Corporation) to U.S. Military personnel stationed overseas and show your support and appreciation for their service to our Country.  You can select a child-drawn postcard, select a provided greeting or write your own (with a limit of 472 characters and spaces), and send it on its’ way.  Xerox mails the postcards to troops in a variety of locations, and your personal information is never divulged.
Steve Arends announced the 5th Annual Fun Walk for Veterans to be hosted by VFW Post 2111 in Chula Vista, which will be held on Saturday, November 4th beginning at 9:00 A.M. from the State Veterans Home to Post 2111 as a fundraising event for the State Veterans Home Support Foundation to fund the Holiday Party at the Home.

Don Christensen gave comment about the proposed merger of the San Diego and Riverside CALVET Home Loan Offices to one location in Riverside, which he recently discovered will take place in February 1st of 2007.  He provided fact sheets with demographic data indicating the disparity of representation of Veterans in Southern California given this situation.  He urged all present to write their State Senators, Assemblymembers and Members of Congress to express their concerns about this proposal.  The Chairman commented that this would be a good time for members of the Council to go back to the membership of their respective organizations and impress upon them the importance of expressing their opinion to their elected representatives on this issue.
Steve Arends also commented that the CALVET Board would be meeting at the State Veterans Home in Chula Vista on Friday, October 27th, 2006 at 9:00 A.M., with CDVA Secretary Thomas Johnson and members of his staff expected to attend.  He thought that this would be an excellent opportunity for members of the Council to voice their opposition to this proposed action, in addition to writing their representatives.
Stuart Hedley reported that Interstate Highway 10, from Santa Monica, California to Jacksonville, Florida, is now known as the Pearl Harbor Memorial Highway.
Joaquin Sandoval of the American Indian Warriors Association mentioned their Veterans Symposium to be held from 11:00 A. M. to 3:00 P.M. on Friday, November 3rd at Mesa College in the Cafeteria Building.  
Legislative reports:  The Chairman called for the Legislative reports.

U.S. House Legislation:  John Smith commented on the efforts of Congressman Bob Filner and specifically Congresswoman Susan Davis to expedite the movement of HR 2952, The American Veterans Homeownership Act of 2005 through Congress, which would affect the ability of CALVET to offer certain home loans to Veterans after December 31st, 2006, as well as Veterans in four other States.  Todd Gloria, Representative to the Council for Congresswoman Davis, provided additional background on the situation.
U. S. Senate Legislation:  The Senate Legislative Chair remains unfilled.  The Chairman gave brief comment about the House and Senate versions of the National Defense Authorization Acts, whose joint Conference Committee version should become public very soon.
State Legislation:  Stephen Arends gave brief comments on the recent VFW National Legislative Committee Conference and it’s stance on various items of legislation, as well as recent endorsements of the VFW Political Action Committee.  He then addressed the status of various items of State Legislation.
Veteran’s Museum and Memorial Center:  RADM Rod Melendez, Director of the Center, reported that the Museum is now open on Sundays, thanks to the assistance of the local Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter.  He also announced that in October they would begin hosting a Benefit Concert series for “Operation Homefront”, entitled “Rock Among Heroes”, with three different bands to perform each Saturday night through the end of December.  They have also entered into an agreement with one of the vehicle donation companies, www.centerforcardonations.com to benefit the Museum, receiving approximately $2000 in donations to date.

Will Hays further added that the Eagles Wings bereavement program will start its next session of classes on Sunday, October 1st, for four consecutive Sundays.  He also indicated that the Veteran of the Year program currently has twenty-eight individual nominees, and fourteen organizational nominees, with nominations still coming in, and that their Luncheon would be on Friday, November 3rd.

VA San Diego Healthcare System:  Gary Rossio, Director of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego, reported that they have about 1,400 more patients in their system than they did this time last year, with 3,705 OEF/OIF Veterans included in their system, and that they are averaging about 75 new patients a month.  He indicated that the FY 2007 budget should be relatively good.

They are also in the process of acquiring robotic surgery equipment in concert with the Naval Medical Center, and hope to break ground for a new Clinic along the Highway 78 corridor, hopefully in the San Marcos area. This will combine the Vista and Escondido Clinics into one larger facility in the next six months or so, and they also expect to increase the size of the Chula Vista clinic.  He answered several questions from the members present.
VA San Diego Regional Office:    There was not a representative of the VA San Diego Regional Office present at this month’s meeting.

VA National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans:  Delia Fernandez reported on behalf of Bill Livingston, Director of the National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans.  She indicated that they continue to be busy at the Cemetery, with over 2,600 internments taking place since October 1st, of 2005.  She also reported that due to a change in security configuration at the Naval Station, the access gate to the Cemetery will be closed each day at 5:30 P.M. beginning Monday, October 30th.  The Environmental Impact Report on the placement of an Annex to Ft. Rosecrans Cemetery on 323 acres of land set for transfer from the Department of the Navy to the Department of Veterans Affairs was completed.  There will be a Public Meeting concerning the results of this study on October 18th from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. at the Holiday Select Inn in Miramar just off Miramar Road and Interstate 15.
General Cardenas gave additional comments about the meeting on the results of the Environmental Impact Report and the results of this meeting.  He gave additional comments and answered several questions.
Naval Medical Center, San Diego:  Captain Lisa Arnold, (NC) USN, Special Assistant to the Commander, Naval Medical Center San Diego, reported that the Center and Branch Clinics have recently experienced a temporary delay in scheduling non-urgent and non-acute primary care appointments due to developments in procuring contracted providers and the deployment of over 600 medical personnel from the Center.  She indicted that efforts are underway to resolve this problem.  She also commented that prescriptions will be able to be refilled at the Branch Clinics in the near future, and also on the status of the Comprehensive Combat Casualty Care Center (C5).
California State Veteran’s Home – Chula Vista:   Gil Acevedo, Administrator of the of the State Veteran’s Home in Chula Vista, reported that the Home currently has 365 residents, and they will hold a Memorial Service on Monday, September 25th, memorializing six former residents.  They will be installing gates at the front and rear entrances to the home in the next few weeks to provide additional protection for the residents.  They will host a Fleet Week BBQ on Saturday, October 28th at the Home, from 11:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., as well as the CALVET Board meeting on October 27th at 9:00 A. M., and the Fifth Annual Fun Walk on November 4th, as Steven Arends previously mentioned. He gave brief comment on the fire near the Yountville State Veterans Home.
CALVET Board:  Colin “Jim” Shadell, Member of the CALVET Board and a Resident at the Chula Vista State Veterans Home commented on the recent passing the CALVET Board Chairman, George G. Snoopily, and the new Chairman Dr. Vernon Chon, as well as the new CALVET Board E-newsletter.
San Diego County Veterans Service Office:  There was not a representative of the San Diego County Veterans Service Office present at this month’s meeting.

Veterans Village of San Diego:  Andre Simpson reported on behalf of Al Pavich, Director of Veterans Village.  He reported that a ribbon cutting Ceremony for Phase I of the new Veterans Village project was conducted on September 8th, which was an incredible event and very well attended.  He further added that Phase II has been modified from the previous plan to first build a second 112-bed facility to meet the current need, and then build the 24 three-bedroom family units as a part of the revised Phase III, and they hope to begin construction on Phase II in the next six months or so.  John Smith provided additional comments, and lauded Andre as the new Chief Operating Officer of the facility, and new permanent representative to the Council from VVSD.
“One VA” Report:  The Chairman of the “One VA” Committee, Pete Houben, gave various comments concerning various recent news articles addressing VA budget shortfalls on a National basis, which were not the case on the local level, as the VA San Diego Healthcare System ended the year with a small budget surplus.  He provided some background on the VA’s recent budget woes, based on their underestimation of how many Veterans would actually enroll in the system over the past years.  He also commented on several other issues to include Traumatic Brain Injury funding, Traumatic Injury Insurance and recent decisions concerning “Gulf War Syndrome” or “Undiagnosed Illnesses”.  The next “One VA” meeting is October 18th, 2006 at 9:30 A.M. at the VA Medical Center in La Jolla.
San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council:  Steve Arends reported on behalf of Nancy Owen, Chairperson of the Council, and indicated that the Veteran Advisory Council (VAC) has set a goal for the next year to expand their outreach efforts to new recently discharged Veterans and their family members through County assets.  The Chairman, who also is a member of the VAC, indicated that the UVC can play a key role in this outreach effort, and they are looking for feedback on how the VAC can improve their outreach efforts.
San Diego County United Veterans Association:  The Chairman, reporting on behalf of Karyn Damian, Co- Chairperson of the Veterans Day Parade Committee mentioned the recent Diane Bell article published in the San Diego Union Tribune, and that because of that article numerous donations have been received to include a $7000 donation from a local law firm.  He also cited two “Letters to the Editor” in today’s paper critical of the local government and defense contractors in their lack of support for the Parade.  He indicated that anyone needing additional information, donor or parade entry forms should visit the UVC website at www.sduvc.org   He also gave brief comment on the transition over the past years of the Parade organization and funding, and that the Association is in the process of obtaining incorporation, and the hope that their will be a more cohesive Parade Committee and Corporate funding sources in the future.
Mt. Soledad Memorial Association:  Bob Phillips reported on behalf of Bill Kellogg, President of the Association, and indicated that he had no real new information to report on other than the latest litigation concerning the transfer of the property to DOD filed by the Jewish War Veterans and American Civil Liberties Union, as well as the other pending cases.  He also mentioned that plans continue for their Veterans Day program, which will honor Former California Governor Pete Wilson, with many other Dignitaries in attendance.  He also mentioned that plaque sales have been increasing.
USS Midway Museum/CNRSW:  There was not a representative of the USS MIDWAY Museum and Commander, Naval Region Southwest present at this month’s meeting.
Old business:  The Chairman called for Old Business or Correspondence, and the Secretary described correspondence received from the Veterans Memorial Center acknowledging the $300 donation for their support of the Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair last June.  He also reported that the next planning meeting for the 2007 Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair would be held at the VA Regional Office at 9:30 A.M. on Friday, September 29th.  The Chairman encouraged all interested personnel to attend.
New business:  The Chairman called for any other Motions or New Business that needed to be brought before the Council.  1st Vice Chairman Steve Campbell recanted his recent visit to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and his discovery of one of the first three original VA facilities there, some of the buildings which date back to 1867.  The City of Milwaukee would like to turn this property over to developers, although the buildings are all National Historic sites, and even though they cannot tear the buildings down, the City wants to allow developers to gut the existing buildings and convert them into condominiums, and razing the existing National Cemetery for a parking lot.  He had discussed this issue with members of the Milwaukee Veterans Council, and they would like our support to keep the former VA property utilized for Veterans programs.  He made a motion that the Council send a letter of support to the Milwaukee Veterans Council, which Tom Richards seconded.  The Chairman called for discussion on the issue, and hearing none, he called for the questions.  The motion passed on voice vote, and Steve indicated he would prepare said letter for the signature of the Chairman.
John Smith mentioned that the Mt. Soledad Memorial is honoring Pete Wilson during their Veterans Day program, and summarized his service to our Veterans.  He made a motion the UVC issue a declaration citing Mr. Wilson for his service to our Veterans, which was seconded.  The Chair called for discussion, and hearing none, called for the question.  The Motion passed on a voice vote.  John Smith also made a motion that the UVC contribute to the cost of a plaque (approximately $135) to assist in the purchase of a plaque for Mr. Wilson, which was seconded.  The issue was discussed amongst several members present.  The Chair called for the question, and the Motion passed on a voice vote.
Tom Richards made a motion that the Council send a letter objection to the proposed merger of the San Diego CALVET Home Loan Office with the Riverside office to the Secretary of the California Department of Veterans Affairs, CALVET Board, and other elected Officials, which Terry Jensen seconded.  The issue was discussed, and the Chair called for the question.  The Motion passed on a voice vote.
Bea Waggett made a motion that the Council donate $50 in Memory of George Sinopoli.  The Motion was seconded, and the Chairman called for discussion.  The Chairman indicated that the money could not come from Council funds for such issues.  Scott Langhoff and John Smith gave additional comments.  As a result of the discussion, Bea Waggett amended her Motion, and volunteered to collect donations during this meeting, and $110 was collected for donation to the Central California Veterans Home Support Foundation, C/O Treasurer, 1388 Birch Avenue, Clovis, CA 93611-0358 in Memory of Mr. Sinopoli.

The Chairman lauded Bill Paxton, the 2005-2006 San Diego County Veteran of the Year, who gave brief comments.

The Chairman called for any other new business, and hearing none, the Chairman admonished all present to take the information disseminated today back to the members of their organizations, and bring a Veteran to the next meeting!  The Meeting was adjourned at 11:54 A. M.

The next Meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, October 28th, 2006, in the Lower Hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center in Balboa Park.
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