The United Veterans Council of San Diego (UVC)
“2007 VETERANS ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR”
An Ad-hoc Alliance of Veteran's Organizations

"The Voice of the San Diego Veteran's Community"
www.sduvc.org
AGENDA

28 June 2008
Call to order by the Chairman at 9:30 A.M.
Reading: Evo Moreno (Student Veterans)
Pledge of Allegiance:  Stu Hedley
Invocation:  Chaplain Ron Ritter
Administrative Remarks

· In the interest of capturing the voice recording for the minutes, I ask everyone to use the microphone.  Unamplified voices don’t record well in this room.
· When making a comment, please state your name for the record
· All hands please turn off all mobile phones and pagers, or put them on vibrate.

· Please limit your comments to issues and items pertaining to veterans and their concerns.

Introductions
· Veteran of the Year:  Nancy Owens/ Bobby Price
· Past Veterans of the Year: N/A
· Previous Chairpersons of the United Veterans’ Council: Joe Brunner
· General Introductions: Tom Richards (Chairman), Betty Nimits, (2nd Chair) Joe Brunner (Treasurer), Mark Baird (Secretary) & attending members.
Guest Speakers: 
· David Roberts - Joe Foss Foundation (Joe was leading Marine pilot ace of all time)
>Will enhance speakers’ bureau for SDUVC
> Need speakers to volunteer

> Recruits vets to speak to 250,000 students nationwide, so that   they will know and not forget what veterans have done for our country and to protect the U.S.Constitution. Materials available.
· Joe Keyon - Service Nation Campaign
>NA
· David Mahler - USA Together (www.USATogether.org)
· Began with Palo Alto Trauma Unit. Helps injured veterans to post their needs on their website. And people can respond. 
· Shows injured veteran needs state by state.
Approval of the Minutes of 24 May meeting: Approved
Treasurer's Report:  Joe Brunner: Total balance of checking and savings as of June ’08: $4,029.00 (Report attached)
Chairman's Comments:  Tom Richards
· UVC Mission, Vision, & Objectives: Unite and inform veterans. Need to work together on veterans’ behalf. – Ask veterans to join SDUVC organization.

· GI Bill has passed both houses of Congress 
· Communications

· Speakers Bureau – Joe Foss Foundation

· Outreach to veterans

· Enrolling “absent” veterans – Every member a recruiter
· VMMC Annual Membership Meeting – 1900 on 16 July

· VMMC Membership

Rancho Bernardo: July 4.
1st Vice Chairman Comments:  Allen Millefsky (Absent – excused)
2nd Vice Chairman Comments:  Betty Nimits
Secretary’s Comments: Mark Baird: Post jobs for troops and vets for free on www.HirePatriots.com 
GOOD OF THE ORDER (2 Minutes Each) (Correspondence for Good of the Order)
>Warrior Tradition Program: Iraq and Afghanistan Vets. (VVSD)

> Evo Moreno: Students Veterans Organization: Celebrating 21st century GI Bill.

 Having party to celebrate passing of bill. Post 3787 VFW Mission Valley. Tonight 7PM.
>Stand Down: Looking for volunteers and donations in Rancho Bernardo.

>Bob Zimmerman: WTOT: Create relationship with young and old vets. 

>Coronado July 4 Parade: 10 AM

>Stu Hedley Pearl Harbor Vet: Shadow mountain community church will have 3,000 vets at their celebration of America.

>Sunny Farrand: HomeTown to Heroes will be opening office in San Diego.

>Diversionary Theater: Play addresses gay and lesbian military/veteran issues.

>Peter Medan: Chinese medicine/Massage therapist wants to help veterans.

>Clint Steed: Navy Base San Diego now includes Coronado and 31st Street.
Need vehicle for Lalo Rodriguez.

>Lalo R. 10st Airborne: Holds memorial services for vets and their families.

>Tori Baird: Patriotic Hearts: Free Military Marriage Retreat October 24-26 at Oceanside Marina Inn Suites. 

>Vet4Vets: Workshops and counseling groups. Contact Rob Treadwell: Ph 619-328-5550/ vets4vetssandiego@yahoo.com

REPORTS:

Eagles Wings: Bereavement intervention program for SD County.. New sessions begin on July 6. Helps military widows survive the loss of a spouse.

Legislative:


U.S. House of Representatives Bills:
John Smith

> Help Lalo Rodriguez with buying new van.

U.S. Senate Bills: SVO

UVC Combat Stress Committee: N/A


California Senate/Assembly Bills:
Steve Arends


>92 to 6: Votes to pass GI Vet Bill.



>Thanks Congressman Susan Davis for Veterans Housing Bill

> Nancy Owen: New bill did not increase reimbursement for civilian doctors that care for veteran medical care. Critical!


UVC Communications Committee

Development of website

Reach out to media to get word out.

UVC Employment Committee: N/A
>Encourage vets to enroll in VA. 5 years of free medical assistance. 2111 Geneva St. Ste 101, Oceanside, CA.

>Suicide prevention is available.

>Clinical assistance available for 180 days after leaving military.

>Especially Vietnam Vets have not signed up with VA. Talk with ACVOW. Go to   local VA.

Student Veterans Committee
>Evo Morales: Website up and running. Look for our events at www.svosdsu.org.  Will put veterans’ organizations banners up.

Veterans Museum and Memorial Center

>July 16 member meeting.


>Someone stole the flag 20X30.

>Thanks to everyone who came to Casino Night. – Money goes to protect displays.

> Will work with Foss Inst. to get new students in Museum.

>Needs volunteer librarian and docents.

>Display of Jewish veterans.

VA Health Care System

>1800-273-8255:  National Veteran Suicide Prevention line.


>Handling 75 patients at SD VA.


>85 Patients with severe injuries.


>Added 50 new employees.

>New outpatient center in EL Centro.


VA Regional Office

>New offices ready to open at 32nd Street bldg. 270.


>Changed from 60 days to 30 days to submit evidence for assistance.


>Call centers being improved: National Call Centers instituted.


>Trying to recruit veterans into VA jobs.


>Career counseling is available.


VA National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans: N/A

Naval Medical Center San Diego: N/A

California State Veterans Home, Chula Vista

350 vets at home.


Skilled nursing available in Barstow.
CALVET Board Representative
>Sets policy for Calif. Dept. of Veterans affairs: Palo Alto VA Medical Center meeting August 12, 13. 
County Veteran's Service Office
>Will be included in Voters info.
Veterans Village of San Diego (VVSD)
>Building phase complete in one year.
“One VA” Committee
>Next meeting: July 16 Wednesday, 9:30 am 

San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council: N/A
San Diego United Veterans Association (Veterans Day Parade): N/A
Mt. Soledad Memorial Association
>SD Council voted to send funds from DOD to Mt.Soledad. They will be available to finish this phase of memorial.

Memorial Day celebration: 1000 attended. It was the best ever.

SD Magazine has an  article about cross on Mt.Soledad.
Midway Museum: N/A
OLD BUSINESS:  (Tabled from previous meeting) (Correspondence for Old Business)

· SDUVC Plaque on Mt Soledad.  Bill Paxton

NEW BUSINESS:  (Correspondence for New Business)

· Chula Vista Veterans Health & Resource Fair – 27 September (Should we hold the meeting at 9:30 am in National City, MLK Convention Center) – Moved and passed.
FINAL COMMENTS
· If your veterans’ organization is conducting an event, please consider submitting an announcement to us so we can send it out to the UVC membership list and also put it on the events page of the UVC web site, which is http://www.sduvc.org. 

· Please recruit your friends to the UVC.  If they can’t attend, ask them to send a message to the Secretary to get their names on the e-mail roster so they receive minutes and updates.

· When you attend the next meeting of your respective organizations, please pass the word about the UVC and the business that was conducted here today.

· Please bring a friend to UVC next meeting.

Adjourn Meeting 11:14
The next meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be on Saturday, [26 July], 2008 at 9:30 A.M. in the lower hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center, 2115 Park Boulevard, San Diego, CA 92101-4792.
