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Summary of Meeting

Saturday, August 26th, 2006
The Chairman:  The Acting Chairman, 1st Vice Chairman Steve Campbell, called the meeting to order at 9:33 A.M., and Will Hays led the Pledge of Allegiance, with Chaplain Ron Ritter offering the Invocation.  
All Council Officers except the Chairman who was absent and excused on vacation, and Treasurer who was absent and excused on convalescence, were present, along with 50 members of the Council and Guests.  Appropriate introductions were conducted.
The Chairman recognized and lauded the Past Chairmen of the Council and past, as well as present Veterans of the Year who were present.
The Chairman then introduced Mark Baird of the “Hire Patriots” organization.  Mark indicated that www.HirePatriots.com is an outreach project to Veterans, Active Duty personnel and their Spouses to which began in the Camp Pendleton area in February of 2005, as a way for active duty Marines to find part time work on their days off s to earn extra income so they can make ends meet and support their families. It grew into a website where residents in the San Diego area can post jobs for free, that need to be done around the house, yard work, painting, moving, etc., and hire an active duty member or Veteran to “get the job done”.  That active duty member or Veteran can access the website at no cost.  Individuals can also post their resumes on the website.
It has grown into a program where Spouses of active duty personnel can seek full time employment, as well as transitioning active duty members and Veterans, and became a National reference.  They have encouraged employers who are “military friendly” to post their part time and full time jobs on the site.  Mark indicated that they are always in need of “one-day” jobs for the active duty personnel.
Interested individuals can also post invitations to host active duty members and/or their family members for Dinner on a Holiday or some other special event as a job posting.  He indicated that they had over 200 local troops invited to Dinner over the past Christmas and Hanukkah Holiday.
Hire Patriots will host a Job Fair at MCAS Miramar Officers Club on Wednesday, November 8th, 2006, from 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M., with over 70 employers having salaried positions that they would like to fill.  All Veterans, active duty personnel and their Spouses are welcome to attend.  Questions can be directed to Mark at (760) 730-3734 or by email to hirepatriots@yahoo.com
The Chairman went on to introduce Kent Hammond, Senior Development Officer for the San Diego Blood Bank.
Kent reported that the San Diego Blood Bank is a Community-based Blood Bank that was formed in 1950 by a group of San Diego Physicians.  They provide the majority of the hospitals in San Diego and Imperial County and the Temecula Valley, to include the VA Medical Center in La Jolla, with all of the blood products they need on a daily basis.  They know that 60% of the Nation’s population would be eligible to donate blood, however, only 5% do.  In our fast-paced world, donors have less and less time to travel to our donor centers and give their lifesaving gift.  He indicated that here in San Diego, the percentage of donors in the Community is even lower, currently around 3% of those eligible donate.

He went on to state that they need to collect about 400 pints of blood a day, to keep the hospitals adequately supplied, and that about 60% of those blood products go to cancer patients, as opposed to what most people would think that the majority goes to trauma and accident victims and surgical patients.  He cited a couple of their routine recipients at Children’s Hospital.
Kent indicated that few groups of people have had as much positive impact on the safety net for San Diego’s blood needs as veteran’s organizations. They would like to reach out once again to our Communities Veterans for not only blood donations, but financial donations as well, for this year’s Patriots Day Blood Drive.  The Patriots Day Blood Drive was first held on September 11, 2002 at the Hall of Champions in Balboa Park.  It was an opportunity for San Diegans to remember the victims of the preceding year’s terrorist attacks by giving a lifesaving gift of donated blood to others is need.  

Now in their fifth year, the Patriots Day Blood Drive is on the verge of being suspended in future years due to lack of sponsorship support and blood donor attendance.  This Drive is scheduled to be held on Monday, September 11th, 2006, from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at the Hall of Champions in Balboa Park, at 2131 Pan American Plaza, San Diego, California 92101.  As our region continues to face looming blood shortages, we are reaching out to you to help us get the word out for the need of both financial and blood donations

Reaching out to San Diego’s many veteran’s organizations could enable them to reach thousands more donors and, in the end, many thousands more lives will be saved.    They would greatly appreciate any help you can give us with securing financial donations. The San Diego Blood Bank recently lost our Presenting Sponsor and they are scrambling to replace those lost funds of $15,000.00.  Funds raised go to their “Disaster Preparedness” account, and he indicated that the San Diego Blood Bank was the first Bank in the County to ship needed blood products to New York City following the 9/11 Disaster.
Kent encouraged members to “Make a Difference in Life” and support this worthy cause. Organization and individual contributions will be recognized at the event.  Special benefit packages are available for major sponsors. If you have any questions, or if your group or organization is interested in hosting a Blood Drive at your facility, you can contact Kent at 619-400-8317, or by email at khammond@sandiegobloodbank.org 
Donations should be sent to the San Diego Blood Bank Foundation, C/O Kent Hammond, 440 Upas Street, San Diego, CA 92103.
The Minutes:  The Chairman called for a review of the Minutes of the July 22nd, 2006, Council meeting.  He called for corrections or additions.  The Secretary noted that the cost of the tickets to participate in the Day Sail of the SS Jeremiah O’Brien during the Fleet Week celebration on September 30th had been reduced from $150.00 to $50.00 due to a shorter cruise than originally planned, and indicated additional information on the visit was available by emailing liberty@ssjeremiahobrien.org or calling (415) 544-0100.

The Chairman called for any additional corrections or additions, and hearing none, the Chairman indicated they stood as amended.
Treasurer’s report:  The Secretary gave the Treasurer’s report on behalf of Tom Boucher who is convalescing from recent surgery.  He described the ledger, to include receipts and expenditures and reported an ending balance of $1,536.09 in the checking account and $100.00 in the savings account, for a total of $1,636.09.

Good of the Order:  The Chairman deviated from the Agenda, and called for issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.  He offered the Floor to Allen Miliefsky, Commander of the Jewish War Veterans of American Post 185, who gave comment on the recent announcement by the ACLU that they had joined with the Jewish War Veterans in a lawsuit over the issue of the transfer of the Mt. Soledad Memorial over to the Department of Defense.
Dr. Steel suggested that Commander Miliefsky send a letter to the Editor of the San Diego Union Tribune advising the Public of how they feel about the situation.  Commander Miliefsky acknowledged that ordinarily, this would be a good idea, but it is currently contrary to the viewpoint of their National Headquarters.  He appealed for time to see what resolution could be sought from their National Headquarters.
The Chairman then offered the Floor to Dr. John Steel, an advocate of the transfer of the Mt. Soledad War Memorial to the Department of Defense, and a member of the Mt. Soledad Memorial Association.
Dr. Steel gave brief background comment concerning the legislation Congressman Duncan Hunter introduced in HR 5683, which passed both the House and the Senate, and the President signed into Law.  
He also indicated that nationally, the American Legion, AMVETS, VFW and DAV have supported this legislation, and that the Mt. Soledad Memorial Association President, Mr. Bill Kellogg, issued a recent statement that they also support this effort.

He then made a motion that the members of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County support the transfer of the Mt. Soledad War Memorial property to the U.S. Department of Defense, in accordance with the stipulations in the Public Law, and issue a letter to that extent.  There were numerous Seconds to his Motion.  The Chairman called for discussion on the Motion, and Bob Phillips of the Mt. Soledad Memorial Association echoed the sentiments of Dr. Steel that per their previously released statement, the current arrangement was infinitely much better than the earlier alternatives that the Association had opposed.
The Chairman called for any further discussion on the issue, and hearing none, called for the question.  The Motion passed on a unanimous voice vote of the members present.  Dr. Steel indicated that he would have the proposed text of the UVC letter of endorsement submitted within twenty-four hours, and thanked the UVC for their support.
The Chairman called for any other issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.

Sarah Young of the San Diego North County Blue Star Mothers Chapter commented on the success of their “Postal Pals” program, and that they had over 100 boxes of donations to send to service members in Iraq.  However, she indicated the program has become quite expensive due to the cost of postage, and would appreciate donations to the program.  They are willing to address any interested group to learn more about how the program works.  She also reported that they were provided thirty tickets by KFMB radio for active duty members to attend the recent “Freedom Concert” held in San Diego.
Bob White of the Chula Vista State Veterans Home Foundation announced their upcoming 5th Annual 4 Mile Fun Walk “Remembering Our Heroes” fundraising event, sponsored by VFW Post 2111, which will be held Saturday, November 4th, 2006.  The Walk will start at Building “F” at the State Veterans Home, and end at VFW Post 2111, with check-in at 8:00 A.M. and “Step-Off” at 9:00 A.M.  He provided flyers and entry forms at the meeting, and they will be sent to the UVC network.  Funds raised by entrants and donations are used to provide for the annual Christmas Party for residents of the Home, and other events.
Lalo Rodriguez of the Honor Guard commented on assistance they are providing to the family of an injured National Guardsman, and that donations to assist him and his Family are greatly appreciated.

Debbie Kash, representing the San Diego Chapter of the Military Order of the World Wars announced their 

51st Annual “Massing of the Colors and Service of Remembrance” which will be held on Sunday, November 5th, 2006 at 10:00 A.M., and ending at Noon, at the Spreckel’s Organ Pavilion in Balboa Park.
They expect 100 Color Guards. The Marine Band San Diego will be on stage and several distinguished leaders of our community will be present. Their patriotic service will be a tribute to those who are serving our country, who have served, and those who have given their lives in the service of our country. Their Keynote Speaker this year is RADM Brian G. Brannman, USN, Commander, Naval Medical Center, San Diego.

She indicated that should your organization have a “Color Guard”, they are invited to participate by contacting LTC (Ret) Bill Jackowski, Director of Military Science for San Diego City Schools at (858) 496-8603.  She also added that there will be a San Diego Chapter, Military Order of the World Wars Luncheon at the Veterans Memorial Center following the Ceremony, and that the cost is $20.00 per person.  If you would like to join them for the Luncheon, please contact Gerald Webb at (619) 934-7614 or gewebb@cox.net , as space is limited.
Chairman’s comments:  The Chairman, Joe Brunner, was absent and excused on vacation, and Scott Langhoff reported on the recent Wounded Warrior Dinner held at the Bali Hai Restaurant on Shelter Island.  He commented that the Restaurant is a Family owned San Diego landmark, and that the owner, Larry Baumann, a Naval Veteran with wartime service in Da Nang, Republic of Vietnam, provided an excellent buffet dinner, open bar and even a DJ, for a very reasonable price.
Fourteen Council members attended, and although the number of Wounded Warriors present was low due to a miscommunication, it was proved that the concept worked, and is worth doing again.  He indicated that $3,100.00 was raised through donations from Council members toward the purchase of sixty-two $50.00 NEX gift cards to be provided to newly arrived Wounded Warriors being treated at the Naval Medical Center to purchase necessary “quality of life” items.
1st Vice Chairman’s comments:  Steven Campbell, the 1st Vice Chairman, reminded everyone that we have nominated a Veteran of the Year, Non-Profit Organization of the Year, and For-Profit Organization of the Year, and that we need commitments to fill a table with UVC members at the Veteran of the Year Luncheon.  Those interested in attending should contact the Secretary, Scott Langhoff, at (619) 884-5917 or slanghoff@cox.net for details.
2nd Vice Chairperson’s comments:  The 2nd Vice Chairperson, Betty Nimits, commented on the upcoming 17th Annual Women Veterans Luncheon, which will be held on Saturday, November 4th, 2006 at the MCAS Miramar Officer’s Club.  There will be a Social Hour at 11:00 A.M. with the Luncheon at 12:00 P.M., and Program at 1:00 P.M.  The cost is $20.00 per person, and questions can be directed to Toni Lopez at (619) 462-6081, or tickets can be ordered by sending a check payable to “Military Women’s Luncheon” to her at 4950 Treasure Drive, La Mesa, CA 91941.
Eagles Wings:  Chaplain Ron Ritter, Director of Eagles Wings, reported that there will be two fallen Coast Guard and Navy Veterans honored at today’s monthly Memorial Service, which is always held the fourth Saturday of each month in the Main Hall at 11:30 A.M., following the UVC Meeting.  Members of the Pearl Harbor Survivors, the Marine Corp League, and several other organizations and individuals support this Service.  Dignity Memorial provides the Burial Services at Riverside National Cemetery.
He then described the Eagles Wings Bereavement and Intervention program for Widows and Widowers, which is held on a quarterly basis in January, April, July and October, in the lower hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center.  He cited the brochures, which he had distributed prior to the Meeting that contains an application form for the program.  He reported that the next series of sessions would be held on the last four Sundays in October, beginning on October 8th.  He indicated Eagles Wings is a non-profit organization and donations to support the program are gratefully accepted.
The Chairman then offered the Floor to Allen Miliefsky, who presented Will Hays, President of the Veterans Memorial Association, an autographed copy  of Chuck Yeager’s “THE QUEST FOR MACH ONE”, for donation to the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center as a gift from the Jewish War Veterans Post 185, of which he is the Commander.  He also donated the copy of the “9/11” Memorial Book which he had won on the UVC’s recent Silent Auction, in honor of his Granddaughter, Jordan, from his Wife, Josie, and himself.  Will Hays recognized Allen as a recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross, and that his Service is mentioned in one of the special displays in the Museum.
Legislative reports:  The Chairman called for the Legislative reports.

U.S. House and Senate Legislation:  John Smith welcomed Dan Dufresne, the new Representative to the Council for Congressman Brian Bilbray, and Amy Pond, the new Representative to the Council for Congressman Bob Filner.  He then gave comment on several House Bills, to include H.R. 2952 and it’s companion, S. 1449, both known as “The American Veterans Homeownership Act of 2005”.  These Bills affect the ability of the CDVA to provide certain low interest loans to Veterans, not only in California, but also in four other States, and the current legislation sunsets on December 31st of this year.  Both Bills have been languishing in the House Way and Means Committee and Senate Finance Committee since June of 2005, and he encouraged members to contact their Congressional Representative and U.S. Senators to get these Bills moving through Congress.
State Assembly and Senate Legislation:  Stephen Arends commented on several items of State Assembly and Senate legislation.  He indicated that when he attends the upcoming VFW National Legislative Committee meetings in Washington, D.C., HR 2952 and S. 1449 would be at the top of his list to discuss.  He specifically cited AB 2002, AB 2268, AB 2740, and AB 2750, all of which passed the Assembly and Senate and are awaiting the Governor’s signature (Summary available from the Council Secretary on request).  He commented that all of these Bills passed both Houses without any “Nay” votes.
The Governor also signed an Executive Order establishing the position of Advisor of Military Affairs to join with the California Department of Corporations to create a State Military Financial Protection Task Force, to assist in efforts to protect the Troops from predatory lending institutions.
He also updated the members of the Council on the success of Assemblymember Shirley Horton’s AB 357, the “Veterans Quality of Life Fund”, which was signed into law last year.  From the first of the year to the end of June, it has generated $121,983 has been raised from 16,355 contributors to fund the “Quality of Life” programs for all three State Veterans Homes.

He also reported that the Assembly Veterans Affairs Committee, of which our Assemblymember Lori Saldana is a member, defeated AJR 36, which would call for an immediate return of California National Guard troops activated to serve in the Global War on Terrorism, was defeated in Committee.  This Resolution was initially introduced by an anti-war women’s organization known as “Code Pink”.
Veteran’s Museum and Memorial Center:  Will Hays, President of the Veteran’s Memorial Association, spoke on behalf of RADM Rod Melendez, Director of the Center, and thanked the Vietnam Veterans of America, San Diego Chapter, and the Pearl Harbor Survivors, Carnation Chapter for providing more volunteer Docents, so now the Museum will be open seven days a week to include Sundays!  He indicated that the Museum is always in need of volunteers for a variety of projects.  Anyone interested in volunteering or becoming a supporting member of the Museum should visit or call the Museum at (619) 239-2300.
They do have a “Popcorn Review” of the “Stories of Service” of WWII Veterans presentations scheduled on Sunday, August 27th at the Museum, and they have an interactive console in the Museum with some of these Stories on it.  He also mentioned the Veteran of the Year Luncheon, to be held on Friday, November 3rd, 2006 at Noon at the Scottish Rites Center in Mission Valley.  Bob White is the Program Coordinator, and Paul Bloom will be the Master of Ceremonies this year. 
John Smith inquired as to the cutoff date for nominations for the Veteran of the Year program, which Will indicated was September 15th, but he indicated that last year they accepted nominations through October 15th.

VA San Diego Healthcare System:  Jean Sobczak, Staff Assistant to the Director, spoke on behalf of Gary Rossio, Director of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego, and commented that they have actually ended up with a slight excess in the FY 2006 budget, as reported last month, the budget would be balanced.  She indicated the VA Central Office has identified some additional funding that will be distributed to address some of their deferred maintenance issues, equipment purchases, and advance purchase of some pharmaceuticals.  They expect their FY 2006 budget to be a bit more generous.
She also commented on the recent bus accident involving twenty-four inpatients and three staff personnel who were brought to the VAMC.  The bus they were in was rear-ended near the hospital, and the driver brought them to the VAMC’s Urgent Care Center, where they were all treated.  Eleven of patients were transferred to local trauma centers to ensure they were not seriously injured, and were re-admitted to the VAMC.  There were no serious injuries.
She also mentioned that the new VA Healthcare System Veteran Identification Cards (VIC) is available, and she provided some flyers describing it.  They do not have your Social Security number or birth date printed on the card to protect your privacy should the card be lost.  Veterans can apply for the new cards at their facilities in La Jolla, Vista, Mission Valley or Chula Vista (on Fridays only).
Lastly, she reported San Diego Magazine, and the “Partnership with Employers Group” in San Diego voted the San Diego VA Healthcare System (VAHCS) as “One of the Top Ten Employers in San Diego”.  This accomplishment was featured in the August edition of San Diego Magazine.  They received a nice Certificate that will be posted in the VAMC.  They surveyed 139,000 Companies in San Diego County, and had 104 semifinalists.  The VAHCS was voted 8th of 10 employers in the County.
She also commented on the seismic refit project in progress and on track for timely completion.
VA San Diego Regional Office:  Lily Fetzer, the Director of the Regional Office, reported that the Los Angeles Regional Office now has a new Director, Carrie Whittie, who will arrive at the Regional Office in the middle of September, so Lily no longer has to do temporary duty as Acting Director there.  They also have a new Veterans Service Center Manager, Michelle Quan.  Lily is confident that she will address the claims processing issues that exist at that Regional Office.
She also gave comment on the recent Court of Veterans Appeals Haas V. Nicholson Decision, regarding presumptive disability due to “In-Country” service and exposure to herbicides in the Republic of Vietnam.  She stated that to date they have not received any guidance on these claims from the Central Office, and indicated that any claims received from “blue-water” Sailors about these issues will be processed, but decisions due to herbicide exposure will be deferred until they receive further guidance from the Central Office.
She also reported that Admiral Dan Cooper, the Undersecretary for Veterans Benefits visited the Regional Office last week, while attending a speaking engagement of the Military Order of the Purple Heart National Convention in Los Angeles.  She indicated that he had lot many good things to say about what is going on in San Diego, and that the House Veterans Affairs Committee Staff members had visited the Naval Medical Center and they gave them a briefing on the VA’s Career Transition Center there.
California State Veteran’s Home – Chula Vista:  Kate Hawk reported on behalf of Gil Acevedo, Administrator of the of the State Veteran’s Home in Chula Vista, and indicated that they had just completed their annual Department of Health Services survey at the Home, with very satisfactory results.
CALVET Board:  Colin “Jim” Shadell, Member of the CALVET Board and a Resident at the Chula Vista State Veterans Home, indicated he had nothing significant to report for this meeting.

San Diego County Veterans Service Office:  Tom Splitgerber, Director of the San Diego County Veterans Service Office, reported that the vacancy announcement for the position of Veterans Service Representative closed on August 23rd; they have had 59 applicants for that one position.  He expected they‘d start interviews in two to three weeks.  He also commented that the college tuition waiver requests keep coming in, with their office receiving anywhere from twenty-five to fifty requests a day.  He anticipates they will reach 6,000 requests this year.  He also reported that the recent CDVA Veterans survey was very successful, with over 6,000 responses Statewide.  They are compiling the information, and a report should be available in the near future.
Veterans Village of San Diego:  John Smith reported on behalf of Al Pavich, Director of Veterans Village, and indicated that the Grand Opening for Phase I of the Village will be held 2:00 P.M. on Friday, September 8th, and many invitations have been sent out.  Anyone who did not receive an invitation and would like to attend should call (619) 497-0142.  He thanked everyone from the Veterans community for their support of VVSD over the years.
San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council:  Steve Arends reported on behalf of Nancy Owen, Chairperson of the Council, and indicated that the Council had advised the County Board of Supervisors to support AB 2002, which would allow Counties to put the words “Where we Honor Veterans” on all County road signs.  They have also sent their report on the Veterans preference on hiring practices of the County’s eighteen Cities to the County Board of Supervisors for their review and endorsement.
San Diego County United Veterans Association:  Scott Langhoff reported on behalf of Karyn Damian, Chairperson of the Association.  He indicated that the Association is working with an Attorney to prepare the Incorporation request for 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization status, so that the UVC, Veterans Day Parade, and any other organizations that would like to affiliate with the Association will be able to take advantage of that status.
With regard to the Veterans Day Parade, he reported that the Parade would be held on Saturday, November 11th, 2006 at 11:00 A.M., on the southbound side of Pacific Coast Highway from Grape Street to Seaport Village.  They now have all Parade Committee positions staffed, but always appreciate additional volunteers to help the Committee.  The next meeting of the Parade Committee will be at 6:00 P.M. on Thursday, September 14th, 2006 in the lower hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center.  He indicated that anyone who wants to volunteer might attend that meeting, and that Parade entry and donor forms are available at the UVC website of www.sduvc.org.  Questions about the Parade can be directed to Karyn Damian at (858) 272-2866, or by email to SDVETSPARADE@COX.NET.  Dawn Williams, Fundraiser for the Parade, invited individuals to assist her, as the Committee still needs approximately $12,000.00 to put on the Parade.
Mt. Soledad Memorial Association:  Bob Phillips reported on behalf of Bill Kellogg, President of the Association, and reported that the Association is very pleased concerning the recent approval by the President of the Bill that transfers the property to the Department of Defense.  He also gave brief comment on the new lawsuit, which joins the four previous lawsuits, and provided a quick overview of the situation.
He also reported that former Governor Pete Wilson would be the Keynote Speaker at their Veterans Day event at 2:00 P.M. on November 11th, 2006 at the Memorial.  Several members posed questions to Bob.
USS Midway Museum/CNRSW:  Joe Ciokon reported on behalf of the USS MIDWAY Museum and Commander, Naval Region Southwest.  He indicated they have an immediate need for volunteers trained in first aid and CPR to be Safety Team members at the Museum, as well as volunteers to help restore aircraft, and assist in repairs, renovation and remodeling of the Museum.  He summarized the various recent improvements they have made to the Museum. You can visit their website at www.midway.org to learn more.

He also commented briefly on recent developments concerning the active Naval Forces in the Global War on Terrorism.

Old business:  The Chairman called for Old Business or Correspondence, and hearing none, he called for New Business.

New business:  The Chairman called for any other Motions or New Business that needed to be brought before the Council.
Hearing none, the Chairman admonished all present to take the information disseminated today back to the members of their organizations, and bring a Veteran to the next meeting!  The Meeting was adjourned at 11:14 A. M.

The next Meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, September 23rd, 2006, in the Lower Hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center in Balboa Park.
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