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Summary of Meeting

Saturday, July 22nd, 2006
The Chairman:  The Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:33 A.M., and Dr. Karen Schoenfeld-Smith led the Pledge of Allegiance, with Chaplain Darcy Pavich offering the Invocation.  All Council Officers except the Treasurer who was absent and excused on convalescence, were present, along with 50 members of the Council and Guests.  Appropriate introductions were conducted.
The Chairman recognized and lauded the Past Chairmen of the Council and past, as well as present Veterans of the Year who were present.
The Chairman then introduced Chet Robbins, Administrative Director for the National Liberty Ship Memorial, the SS Jeremiah O’Brien home ported in San Francisco, California.  He served in the U.S. Merchant Marine from 1962 to 1982, and served in the U.S. Navy in 1965 to 1967 sailing in the USS ELKHORN, (AOG-7), a small Gasoline Tanker that sailed from Da Nang to Cua Viet in the Republic of Vietnam.

He informed the members present that the Memorial is dedicated to the past, present and future members of the U.S. Merchant Marine, and the Naval Armed Guard who serve on merchant ships.  The ship is named after Jeremiah O’Brien, the  first United States Navy War Hero of the Revolutionary War, who captured the British sloop HMS Margaretta in 1775.
Over 2,710 of these Liberty ships were built during WWII, and is only one of two operational Liberty ships. The O’Brien, which was the first fully functional Museum ship, served on D-Day at both Utah and Omaha Beach.  This ship steamed out of the Reserve Fleet in Suisun Bay, California, under its own power in 1978, after 33 years in the Mothball Fleet!  These ships were mass-produced and prefabricated during the War.  The O’Brien was built in 56 days.  Another Liberty Ship, the Robert E. Peary was built in four and a half days!
The O’Brien will be participating the San Diego Fleet Week events this year, arriving in San Diego on the 26th of September, along with the SS Lane Victory, out of San Pedro, California.  The ships will be open to the Public for touring from September 27th, which is National Liberty Ship Day, through October 2nd.

On September 30th, the O’Brien will take paying passengers from the Embarcadero berth out to sea, to re-enter the Port of San Diego as a part of the “Parade of Ships” with the Naval ships that will be participating.

The cost is $150.00 per person, and a request for tickets may be sent to the following address:  SS Jeremiah O’Brien, Pier 23 – The Embarcadero, San Francisco, CA 94111, or you can order tickets by email with your credit card to liberty@ssjeremiahobrien.org or by fax to (415) 544-9890.  Questions can be directed to the aforementioned email address, or by calling (415) 544-0100.
While the ship is in San Diego, any Service member on active duty can tour the ship at no cost.  The O’Brien is seeking volunteers from San Diego area Veterans organizations, or other interested individual, who would be willing to work pier side selling tickets for tours and assisting in directing visitors about the ship.  Several members posed questions to Mr. Robins. 
The Chairman then introduced Admiral Jack Batzler, of the “Taxpayers for Responsible Planning” organization.  Jack is a former Naval Aviator, the 3rd Commanding Officer of the USS NIMITZ (CVN-68), and was the Commanding Officer of the NIMITZ when the movie “The Final Countdown” was filmed onboard.
Admiral Batzler described the mission of his organization, and why they are against the proposed ballot Initiative on the November 7th General Election by the San Diego Regional Airport Authority to make the Marine Corps Air Station a “joint-use” facility, and relocate the San Diego Airport.

He indicated that the Taxpayers for Responsible Planning organization is dedicated to the proposition that world-class San Diego International Airport (Lindbergh Field) does not need to be replaced to meet the region’s air transportation demands of the 21st Century.

He went on to state that with its focus on safeguarding public safety, military readiness, the regional economy, quality of life, and ecological resources, their group believes that through responsible, sensible planning, San Diego County’s existing civilian air transportation facilities can be improved or supplemented to ensure a prosperous future for San Diego.  He encouraged all members to “get out the vote” in November and overwhelmingly defeat this expensive and unnecessary ballot Initiative.  To learn more about this organization or make a donation, visit their website at www.SaveMiramar.org or call (858) 605-1222 or write San Diego County Taxpayers for Responsible Planning, P.O. Box 720332, San Diego, CA  92172.
John Culea commented that on Wednesday, July 26th, 2006 at 9:00 A.M., there would be a Public Hearing on this issue at the County Board of Supervisors Chambers at the County Administration Building.  MCAS Miramar will present its case to the Board, and Public testimony on the issue will be allowed.
Tom Richards also brought up the issue of the future of the planned Ft. Rosecrans Cemetery Annex at Miramar should the Airport Authority succeed in making the base “joint-use”, or even convince Congress to relocate the Marine Air Wing elsewhere, which the Admiral addressed.
General Cardenas asked how many property developers are interested in acquiring property should MCAS Miramar become a commercial airport.  It was reported that one of the proponent groups, ASAP 21, has formed itself as a 501 (c) (4) non-profit organization so that the Public really will not know what developers are contributing to the ballot Initiative so they can get their “share of the pie”.
The Chairman then introduced Larry Kincaid, Candidate for Superior Court Judge in San Diego County.  Mr. Kincaid thanked those present for their Service, and indicated that he himself served in the U.S. Army as a Tank Commander, serving during a Peacetime era.  He summarized his service with the San Diego Sheriffs Office as a Deputy Sheriff, and his current practice as an Attorney, a Judge Pro Tem in Family and Small Claims Court, and as a Professor at National University teaching Criminal Justice and Criminal Law.

Mr. Kincaid lauded the efforts and sacrifices of the Veterans of past and present conflicts to defend the Constitution, and presented his opinion on the theory of the “Living Constitution”, a document that is changed at the whim of the Courts, which people who want to accomplish “Social Engineering” can override the will of the People.  He indicated that he is a strict Constructionist Constitutionalist, to limit the Government, and ensure peoples Rights are preserved, under the Constitution as originally written.  He believes the Congress and the State Legislature should be the body to change existing laws, not the Courts.
Mr. Kincaid answered several questions from members of the Council.

The Minutes:  The Chairman called for a review of the Minutes of the June 24th, 2006, Council meeting.  He called for corrections or additions, and hearing none, the Chairman indicated they stood as published.
Treasurer’s report:  The Chairman gave the Treasurer’s report on behalf of Tom Boucher who is convalescing from recent surgery.  He described the ledger, to include receipts and expenditures and reported an ending balance of $1,761.09 in the checking account and $100.00 in the savings account, for a total of $1,861.09.

Chairman’s comments:  The Chairman, Joe Brunner, thanked the Rancho Bernardo Fourth of July Committee for inviting him to be in their Parade.  He also commented on the status of the Wounded Warrior Dinner Project, and indicated that the Dinner will occur, and he is working to coordinate a date with the Naval Medical Center and Bali Hai.  He will notify those participating by email when that date is set.
1st Vice Chairman’s comments:  Steven Campbell, the 1st Vice Chairman, commented that he had participated in the Coronado 4th of July Parade at the invitation of the 301st Psychological Operations Company, along with other Special Forces Association, Chapter 75 members. 
He then asked Colonel Jesse Ugalde, U.S. Army (Retired) to step forward, and Steve told the members present that Colonel Ugalde was one of the few people in the U.S. Army to command a Special Forces Group, that being the 3rd Special Forces Group.  He then presented Colonel Ugalde with a Commemorative Coin and Baseball cap from the Group, on behalf of Chapter 75 of the Special Forces Association.

2nd Vice Chairperson’s comments:  The 2nd Vice Chairperson, Betty Nimits, commented on the upcoming anniversary of the WAVES organization, which was established in 1942, and that they are the oldest Women Veterans organization, as the WAC was established in 1943.
Good of the Order:  The Chairman called for issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.

Scott Langhoff mentioned the upcoming Blood Drive at VFW Post 1512 in Lemon Grove on Saturday, August 5th from 8:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  He indicated flyers were available on the back table.  He also reported that the will give a presentation about Veterans benefits to any group who would like to host it.

Nancy Owen mentioned the Coronado Historical Association Museums’ current exhibit on Women in the Military.  She also mentioned plans are being made for the annual Women Veterans Luncheon on November 4th, 2006, at MCAS Miramar.  She will provide more information on this event at our next meeting.
Ralph Kling announced the passing of American Ex-POW’s President Frank Burgers’ Wife Pauline, and he provided details on the Funeral Services, which the Secretary will distribute to the UVC network.

He also mentioned that the Riverside National Cemetery POW Commemorative Medallion are available for $25.00 each and are a fundraiser for the POW Statue at the Cemetery by the Riverside National Cemetery Support Committee.  Those interested in purchasing a Medallion should write Paul Adkins, RNCSC, 22495 Van Buren Boulevard, Riverside, California, 92518, or call (909) 820-1577 for additional details.  Former POW’s will be provided a Medallion on request.
Jenny Limm of the San Diego Union Tribune announced that she is working on a feature story about Pilots who flew the F-14 Tomcat aircraft, and personnel who maintained the aircraft, as the final flight of the F-14 is scheduled for next week in Virginia.
Pamela Thorsch, Executive Director of Rebuilding Together San Diego, commented on their charities ability to renovate homes of low income Families, and also have a National Program of “Serving those who Serve”, which can help Veterans or returning active-duty personnel modify their homes to accommodate their disabilities.  She provided flyers describing their services.
Betty Nimits spoke about the MCAS Miramar Museum’s upcoming “Open Cockpit” days, with the upcoming dates being August 12th &13th, the 26th & 27th of August, and the 9th & 10th of September.  Kids will be allowed to sit in the cockpits of various aircraft.  The Museum has a gate of Miramar Road, and is open Tuesday through Sunday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M.
Bea Waggett, 2nd Vice President of the American Legion Auxiliary East Palo Alto Unit 472, the first electronic Unit in the Nation, presented a check $50.00 to the Wounded Warrior Dinner Project to be used for NEX gift certificates for these individuals to obtain necessary items when they arrive at Naval Medical Center San Diego.  Their website is www.ALAUnit472.org
Don Christensen, former District Manager of the CALVET Loan office in San Diego, expressed his concern about the continued existence of the office in San Diego.  He indicated he had retired about two years ago, and at that time, the office was probably the biggest in the State, serving Veterans in San Diego, Imperial, Riverside and Orange County.
He was not replaced on retirement, and reported that the Manager at their office in Riverside is currently managing the San Diego office as a satellite office.  He also noted that San Diego still has the largest Staff of any office in the State, and they are losing employees due to attrition.  He indicated that he brought his concerns to State Senator Bill Morrow last June, who queried CDVA about the issue of keeping the San Diego office open, with a reply that really did not address the issue.  He anticipates that the office in San Diego may close in the next year, although CDVA will indicate they have no plans to close any of the six offices Statewide.

He requested the Council’s support in keeping the San Diego CALVET office open.  The Chairman asked about the impact on funding for the CALVET program when the existing law sunsets on December 31st, if H.R. 2952, The Veteran Homeownership Act of 2005, and it’s companion Bill, S. 1449 are not passed into Law.  Mr. Christensen indicated that without that funding, other sources of State funding could be used.
Jesse Ugalde, as Past Secretary of the CDVA, gave comment on the issue.  Tom Richards made a motion that the UVC send a letter to the Secretary of CDVA expressing our concerns, with copies to all elected representatives at the State and Federal level, in San Diego County.  John Vorhies seconded the Motion.  The Chair called for discussion on the Motion.  Hearing none, he called for the question, and the Motion passed on a voice vote.  Colin Shadell, a member of the CALVET Board, also recommended that a copy of the letter be sent to the Board.
Scott Langhoff made a motion that the Council also sends letters to our elected Federal Representatives in support of H.R. 2952 and S. 1449.  Tom Richards seconded the Motion.  The Chair called for discussion on the Motion, and hearing none, called for the question.  The Motion passed on a voice vote.
Legislative reports:  The Chairman called for the Legislative reports.

U.S. House Legislation:  John Smith was absent, so there was no report. 
U. S. Senate Legislation:  The Senate Legislative Chair remains unfilled.  The Chairman gave brief comment about the House and Senate versions of the National Defense Authorization Acts.
State Legislation:  Stephen Arends was absent so there was no report.
VA San Diego Healthcare System:  Jean Sobczak, Staff Assistant to the Director, spoke on behalf of Gary Rossio, Director of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego, and reported that they have enrolled approximately 3,500 OEF/OIF Veterans in the VA Healthcare System, and thanked Council members for their outreach efforts to educate these new Veterans about their benefits.  They faced a budget shortfall of about $16 million dollars earlier this year, which they were able to convert into about a $5000 surplus.  They have a concerted campaign to decrease the number of “no-shows” for medical appointments. 
VA San Diego Regional Office:    Matthew Braiotta reported on behalf of Lily Fetzer, the Director of the Regional Office.  He thanked Al and Darcy Pavich for the great job they did of coordination Stand Down 2006.  He participated for the first time and was surprised at what was accomplished during the event and the number of volunteers from the Community who came out to help homeless Veterans.  The VA accepted over 170 claims for benefits this year, over double the number of last years claims.
He also spoke about the Career Transition Center recently opened June 28th at the Naval Medical Center in San Diego.  The VA, Department of Labor and Department of the Navy acted in conjunction to establish this Center, will assist wounded and injured personnel on medical hold at the Hospital in making their transition to civilian life.

He reported that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, James Nicholson, would be visiting San Diego in August to speak at the Paralyzed Veterans of American National Convention being held here.
He also commented on the “Coming Home to Work Initiative”, which allows wounded service members in “medical hold” status to do volunteer work at various government facilities to gain some work experience prior to the separation from the military.
The Regional Office will be undergoing some changes to improve the buildings security, due to recently received minor construction funding.  Among other changes, the lobby will be redesigned to incorporate the addition of metal detectors and x-ray machines, adding additional control to protect our Veterans visiting the building for health care and claims assistance.
He also reported that Admiral Dan Cooper has been confirmed by Congress as Under Secretary for Veterans Benefits of the Department of Veterans Affairs.  He also announced that the Regional Office is still accepting applications for the position of Veterans Service Representative and Rating Veterans Service Representative, with both positions open to Veterans, both which start at the GS-7 position.  Interested individuals can get the particulars by visiting the www.usajobs.gov website.

VA National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans:  The Chairman made an announcement on behalf of Bill Livingston, Director of the National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans.  He stated that when Daylight Savings Time is ended this coming October, the Navy is moving the gate on the access road going into the Cemetery farther north towards the City limits, eliminating some extra guard posts and saving money in the process.  This gate will close at 5:30 P.M.  He also mentioned that the Memorial Service for the USS BENNINGTON would be held today at the Cemetery at 1:30 P.M.
General Robert Cardenas reported that the Annex is now known as the Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery at Miramar.  He indicated that the Environmental Impact Statement has been completed, which cost nearly $900,000 dollars to complete.  He also mentioned that there would be a Public Meeting at the Holiday Inn at the intersection of I-15 and Miramar Road in the near future   the land will either be a direct land transfer from the Department of the Navy to the Department of Veterans Affairs, or a land use agreement into perpetuity.  The Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery at Miramar Support Foundation would prefer a land transfer, as if it is not, then the Foundation would have to deal with both the VA and the Navy on any improvements or monuments that would be added to the site.  He also reported that he had been elected as Chairman of the Foundation to replace the late John Ibe.  The Board will meet on the second Wednesday of each month at the MCAS Miramar Officer’s Club, and the meetings are open to interested parties.
Veteran’s Museum and Memorial Center:  RADM Rod Melendez, Director of the Center, reported that beginning on August 19th, the Center would host a series of concerts benefiting Operation Homefront.  It’s called “SummerFest 2006” and will run every Saturday until November 4th.  He also reported that in about four weeks, the Donor Plaques for the B-24 Memorial should be completed, and the Center plans to have a Ceremony when they are mounted and will advertise that event when a date is set.  He added that the Society of American Military Writers will be meeting in San Diego in October, and that the Center will host an Author’s Symposium during their visit.  The B-24 exhibit will be replaced in late August by a new exhibit honoring the “Old Time Communicators”.  They are seeking equipment and materials from former Radiomen and Signalmen from all Branches of Service, as well as stories about their Service for Oral Histories as a part of the exhibit.  Interested persons can contact the Museum by phone at (619) 239-2300 or by email to sdvmc@pacbellnet
California State Veteran’s Home – Chula Vista:   Gil Acevedo, Administrator of the of the State Veteran’s Home in Chula Vista, reported that the Home currently has 371 residents, and anticipating growing to 375 residents by next week.  They will hold a Memorial Service for four of their Veterans on July 31st at 10:00 A.M. in Building “F” and all are welcome to attend.  
CALVET Board:  Colin “Jim” Shadell, Member of the CALVET Board and a Resident at the Chula Vista State Veterans Home iterated his previous comments concerning the CALVET Home Loan Office in San Diego, and the Legislation affecting same.  He reported that they are trying very hard to communicate with the Veterans Community in California, and they are trying to resolve that problem.  The Chairman lauded Mr. Shadell for his efforts.
San Diego County Veterans Service Office:  Tom Splitgerber, Director of the San Diego County Veterans Service Office, reported that Nellie Ruiz has left their Staff and moved up to Orange County, so they will be advertising a Vacancy for a replacement Veterans Service Representative, within the next two weeks, and the Announcement would run for probably a two week period.  He indicated that the ideal client would be well versed in Federal claims.  He also reported that they have finally received their laptop computers, so now their VSR’s will be able to remotely access the CVSO and VA database through a broadband Internet connection.  Coupled with their portable printers, this allows them to provide “one-stop” service at outreach sites such as nursing homes and Senior Centers.  He noted that they have also received some “cross-accreditation” from the Disabled American Veterans and the American Legion. 
Veterans Village of San Diego:  Darcy Pavich reported on behalf of Al Pavich, Director of Veterans Village.  She commented on “Stand Down 2006”, and expressed her appreciation to all who assisted in the event.  They assisted 695 homeless Veterans, 76 adult dependants, 51 children under the age of 12 and 15 children between the ages of 13 and 18.  They started running out of things, and probably had about 80 people more than they anticipated.
The Veterans Village has received their Certificate of Occupancy from the State for Phase I, so now they can actually utilize the building on completion of a few minor items.  They are planning an Opening Ceremony tentatively for September 8th, on a Friday at 2:00 P.M.  For Phase II, the 24 three-bedroom apartments, they have about $8,000,000 in funding identified, and need about another $1,000,000 to actually start construction.
“One VA” Report:  The Chairman of the “One VA” Committee, Pete Houben, gave comment on how the Medical Center turned a $16 million dollar shortfall into a $5000 surplus, and that there was one “catch” to it, in that the Director will have to convince the Office of the Management of the Budget to allow the changes.

He reported that the Naval Medical Center has some extra operating rooms that the VA Medical Center Director is looking at utilizing, and he lauded the NMC and VAMC for the “synergy” that exists between them in Active Duty and Veteran patient care.
He briefly described the state of the art quality of the prosthetics that are being provided to our returning severely wounded personnel and he commented that the VA’s prosthetic budget just a couple of years ago was $1.5 million dollars, and that this year is $12.5 million dollars.  He stated that the free credit check program that would have cost the VA $160 million dollars has been stopped due to recover of the stolen

hard drive, and FBI assurances that none of the data had been accessed.  There WILL NOT BE a “One VA” meeting in August, so the next “One VA” meeting would be on Wednesday, September 20th, 2006 at 9:30 A.M. at the VA Medical Center in La Jolla.  The Chair commented that there would be three robotic surgical units coming to San Diego, two at the Naval Medical Center and one at the VA Medical Center.  He indicated that the success rate of these systems when performing prostrate surgery in avoiding residual disabilities is nearly perfect.  He also reported that the VA Medical Center received the Harvard Award for innovation in the Information Technology area, primarily the use of computerized medical records.
San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council:  Nancy Owen, Chairperson of the Council, reported that the Council has completed their survey on the Veterans Hiring Policy of the eighteen Cities in the County.  The results will be released to the Cities after the County Board of Supervisors has reviewed it.  The Council has also offered to assist the Cities in developing a Veterans Hiring Policy if they do not already have one, or if they need assistance modifying their current Policy.
San Diego County United Veterans Association:  Karyn Damian, Chairperson of the Association, was happy to report that volunteers have filled all Subcommittee Chairs of the Veterans Day Parade Committee.  She indicated the Parade applications would be coming very soon, both via email and regular mail, as well as through the UVC website at www.sduvc.org
The Parade will be held on Pacific Coast Highway from Grape Street to Seaport Village this year.  The United Veterans Association and Parade Committee meet the second Thursday of each month at 6:00 P.M. at the Veterans Memorial Center.  Questions about the Parade can be directed to her at (858) 272-2866, or by email to SDVETSPARADE@COX.NET 
USS Midway Museum/CNRSW:  Joe Ciokon reported on behalf of the USS MIDWAY Museum and Commander, Naval Region Southwest.  He indicated that “Midway Magic” continues to roll along, with more exhibits being opened and work being done on the Captain’s and Admiral’s Quarters, with the Ready Rooms being opened on an “appointment basis” only, as they’re hard to get to right now.

He added that they have established a “Speaker’s Bureau” and you can learn more about it and request a Speaker through their website.  They are always seeking volunteers and new members of the Midway Magic Association.  You can visit their website at www.midway.org to learn more.

He also mentioned that the 24th MEU including BLT 1/8, which he served with in Beirut in 1983 as the 24th MAU, has returned from deployment, along with the USS IWO JIMA, and commented on recent activity of various San Diego Naval Units and Stations.

Old business:  The Chairman called for Old Business or Correspondence, and indicated that at the last meeting, we had nominations of Candidates for Veteran of the Year, Non-Profit Organization of the Year, and “For-Profit Organization of the Year from the Council.  Ballots were distributed to all present.
He announced the nominees from the last meeting for “Veteran of the Year” as John Ibe, Will Hays, Steve Campbell, Joe Brunner, Scott Langhoff, Jesse Ugalde and Nancy Owen.  He called for further nominations, and hearing none, closed the nominations of Candidates for “Veteran of the Year” from the UVC.
He announced the nominees for “For-Profit” Organization of the Year from the last meeting as Old Town Trolley and Western Trucking.  He called for further nominations, and hearing none, closed the nominations of Candidate for “For-Profit” Organization of the Year from the UVC. 

He announced the nominees for “Non-Profit” Organization of the Year from the last meeting as the Mount Soledad Memorial Association, ClubVet, Jewish War Veterans, Rotary 5340 District, Legion of Valor, Blue Star Mothers, and the United Veterans Council of San Diego County.  He called for further nominations, and hearing none, closed the nominations of Candidate for “Non-Profit” Organization of the Year from the UVC.

The Chairman called for members present to cast their vote.  With the Ballots tallied, Joe Brunner was nominated as the Candidate for “Veteran of the Year”, Old Town Trolley was nominated as the Candidate for “For-Profit” Organization of the Year” and the United Veterans Council of San Diego County was nominated as the “Non-Profit” Organization of the Year” Candidate.
He called for any other unfinished Old Business, and hearing none, he called for New Business.
New business:  The Chairman called for any other Motions or New Business that needed to be brought before the Council.
Hearing none, the Chairman admonished all present to take the information disseminated today back to the members of their organizations, and bring a Veteran to the next meeting!  The Meeting was adjourned at 11:32 A. M.

The next Meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, August 26th, 2006, in the Lower Hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center in Balboa Park.
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