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Summary of Meeting

Saturday, June 24th, 2006
The Chairman:  The Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M., and Tom Richards spoke briefly, and then led the Pledge of Allegiance, with Al Miliefsky offering the Invocation.  All Council Officers except the 2nd Vice Chairman, Treasurer, and Secretary, who were absent and excused, were present, along with 51 members of the Council and Guests.  Appropriate introductions were conducted.
The Chairman recognized the Past Chairmen and Veterans of the Year who were present.  He also recognized Joan De Mundren for her donation to the Council at the last meeting, as well as a $100 donation given today by the Mount Soledad Memorial Association.

The Chairman then introduced Kathryn Hood, President and Founder of the San Diego North County Chapter of the Blue Star Mothers of America.  Kathryn indicated that she is the Great-Granddaughter of a Civil War Army Lieutenant, the Granddaughter of a Navy SEABEE, the Daughter of a Navy Pilot, the Wife of a former Marine, and the Mother of a Marine.  The Blue Star Mothers are Mothers who have Sons or Daughters who have or are serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, which originally started in 1942, and can trace the history of the Banner back to 1917, and were Congressionally Chartered in 1960, as a non-profit organization.  She also reported that although they are the North County Chapter, they also have members in San Diego and El Cajon, and that a Chapter will soon be starting in the South County.  There objectives are to support our Troops with a variety of projects funded through donation drives and other fundraising events.  They also provide family support, to include presentation of the Gold Star Banner to the Family of our fallen Warriors.  On the National level, they advocate for Veterans issues.  Sarah Young provided additional comments.  A number of members posed questions and comments to Kathryn.

The Chairman then introduced James Leidy, of the San Diego Minute Men.  He distributed information sheets, and spoke quite eloquently about the mission of the Minute Men, and their activities both at the border, and at day labor sites.  He quoted statistics concerning the impact of illegal immigrants on our Society, to include violent crimes, illicit drug trafficking, and other issues.  He described their efforts to convince both U. S. and Mexican government officials at all levels to address this problem.  He described several local incidences in the County and elsewhere.  He indicated that he is willing to address any group that would like to learn more about the Minute Men.  Several members of the Council posed questions to Mr. Leidy.
The Minutes:  The Chairman called for a review of the Minutes of the May 27th, 2006, Council meeting.  He called for corrections or additions, and hearing none, the Chairman indicated they stood as published.
Treasurer’s report:  The Chairman gave the Treasurer’s report on behalf of Tom Boucher who is convalescing from recent surgery.  He described the ledger, to include receipts and expenditures, and reported that the ending balance of $2,385.06 in the checking account and $100.00 in the savings account, for a total of $2,485.06.  He indicated that there was one outstanding bill for approximately $850.00 for the cost of the table and chair rental for the Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair.
Chairman’s comments:  The Chairman, Joe Brunner, reported that the Council’s webpage is on line at www.sduvc.org and asked for a quick show of hands of those who had visited it.  He thanked Clint Steed, the Webmaster for his efforts.  He described the difference in the way the “Members” and “Resources” pages were arranged, and how the determination was made where an organization’s website was placed.  He asked that all member organizations ensure that their website is listed on either page, and if not, they send their website address to Clint through the UVC website through the “Contact Us” page.

He also asked that all past and present Veterans of the Year submit their nomination summaries to Clint for the “Veteran of the Year” page.  He also indicated that Dick Rogers is working on compiling the history of the UVC for that page.  He also requested that all the Past Chairman of the Council provide a list of their Officers and a narrative of their accomplishments during their tenure for the “Board Members” page.
He also gave comment on the recent Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair.  Although it wasn’t too well attended, the concept was proven, and plans are now being made to hold the event again next year.  If anyone would like to volunteer to be on that Committee, they should contact him.

Additionally, he commented on the recent Veterans Disability Benefits Commission Public Hearing held in San Diego.  He stated he was embarrassed by both the lack of attendance, and lack of knowledge of what the Commission’s purpose for the Hearing was by those who rose to speak during the Hearing.  He also reported that the Veterans Service Officers had a very productive meeting with the members of the Commission earlier that day.
He stated that the purpose of the Council is to provide information to the representatives of its various member organizations, who in turn pass that information along to their membership.  Based on the poor turnout at the Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair, as well as the Veterans Disability Benefits Commission Public Hearing, that evidently is not happening, and he chastised those concerned to be more diligent in their responsibilities.  He also commented on the ongoing efforts of the Council to increase the awareness of the scope of the Veterans Community in the County in our area’s media outlets, and getting the information out to the 250,000 to 300,000 Veteran households in the County, and encouraged suggestions to this end.

He also spoke about the Wounded Warrior Dinner to be held at the Bali Hai Restaurant on Saturday, July 1st.  Anyone that wants to participate or sponsor a Wounded Warrior should send a check for $60.00 per person to him.  Any excess funds will be used to purchase Navy Exchange gift cards for the Warriors so they can purchase toiletries and other essential items.

He reported on the Silent Auction for the 9/11 Tribute book donated to the Council by Veteran of the Year Bill Paxton, and that Allen Miliefsky won the Auction, which raised $100.00

He also gave brief comment on the Veteran of the Year nominations for the Council.

1st Vice Chairman’s comments:  Steven Campbell, the 1st Vice Chairman, commented that the 185th Armored Regiment of the California National Guard is preparing to send another contingent of Troops to Iraq, and there will be a “send off” event for them at 10:00 A.M. on Monday, June 26th at 7401 Mesa College Drive, San Diego, the “Thunderbolt” Regimental Museum & Armory.  He briefly described the history of the Regiment.  If you attend, you should wear a Hawaiian shirt.
He also commented on the Center for Car Donations, which sells cars to raise funds for Veterans and other not-profit groups will be having an event in December, and more information will be provided through our network and website.

He also reported that the VA Medical Center will be having a Poster Contest for Breast Cancer Awareness, and that as many or more men than women die of breast cancer each year.  They need funds for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize for the contest.  He suggested the member organizations band together to contribute these funds, and suggested a $1000 prize for first place, $500 for second place, and $250 for third place.  The contact person is Mrs. Williams at (858) 552-8585 X2362.  The contest will run until September 12th, 2006 and the entries will be spread throughout the County in various VA medical facilities.

He commented that everyone should bring a $1.00 lottery ticket, to donate to the UVC, or the Ft. Rosecrans Cemetery Annex Foundation, Mt. Soledad or whatever.  Eventually, one of those tickets could win something, and greatly benefit one of these groups.

He also gave a couple of other additional brief comments on recent issues.
2nd Vice Chairperson’s comments:  The 2nd Vice Chairperson, Betty Nimits, was absent and excused due to a schedule conflict, and the Chairman gave brief comment on her behalf about the recent VA data compromise and that the VA would be sending a letter out concerning appropriate credit monitoring steps to be taken.  He also reported that the Small Business Administration has a new program for Federal contracts for businesses owned by service-disabled Veterans.  Additional information can be obtained by contacting the Small Business Administration directly  

He additionally reported that he Defense Commissary Agency is sending out information encouraging everyone to stock up on supplies in case of an emergency, and that individuals should be able to be self sufficient for at least 72 hours following a disaster. John Culea indicated that the County will be sending out a “Disaster Preparedness Plan” to every household in the County by the end of the July.
Nancy Owen posed a question to the Chairman concerning the release of contact information of the members of the Council, which the Chairman addressed.

Eagles Wings:  Chaplain Ritter, Director of Eagles Wings, described the Eagles Wings Bereavement and Intervention program for Widows and Widowers.  He reported that the next series of sessions would begin on the 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th of July.  He indicated that they had their very first Operation Iraqi Freedom Widow attend their program last October, from as far away as Temecula.  He also commented on the Bereavement programs being offered by the VA.

Additionally, he acknowledged the efforts of Chaplain Darcy Pavich in supporting and contributing to the Eagles Wings programs.  He also commented on their Memorial Day weekend activities.  He also lauded the Blue Star Mothers, and encouraged everyone to spend some time with any Gold Star Mothers they may know.  He advised attendees to avail themselves of the literature in the rack located at the back of the room.  Anyone wanting more information about this program can contact Chaplain Ritter at (619) 234-9464 or eglewing@pacbell.net 
Good of the Order:  The Chairman called for issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.

Sarah Young commented on an offer from the Mira Mesa Theatre Guild, who started a “Haunt” for the Mira Mesa Fourth of July Committee, which raised approximately 460,000 over the past five years.  They are willing to open this up to any non-profit organization in San Diego County, and if you’d like to participate in the program, you should contact her at (858) 860-0461 or sarah@drsarahmyoung.net 
Jerry Webb commented on the Military Order of the World Wars annual “Massing of the Colors” and “Service of Remembrance” which will be held on Sunday, November 5th, 2006 at 10:30 A.M. tentatively scheduled to be at the Spreckel’s Organ Pavilion in Balboa Park, but may be held on the USS MIDWAY Museum.  They assemble anywhere from fifty to one hundred Color Guards, and the Marine Corps Band will be participating.  Any organization that has Colors and would like to participate should contact him at (619) 934-7614 or gewebb@cox.net 
Tom Richards invited everyone to participate in the Rancho Bernardo Independence Day events on July 4th, which will start with a Patriotic Concert by the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing Band at 9:30 A.M., the Memorial Service at 10:30 A.M., the Parade at 3:30 P.M. and the Fireworks at 9:00 P.M.
Darcy Pavich reminded everyone that Stand Down 2006 would be held at San Diego High School on July 14th, 15th and 16th, 2006, and thanked everyone for their contributions to the “Comfort Kits” and reminded service providers that they need to submit their registration forms.  She also reminded everyone of the Clothing Drive to be held at Veterans Village of San Diego on Friday, June 30th, from 6:30 A.M.  until 3:00 P.M.
Elaine Allen invited everyone to the Coronado Independence Day activities, to include the Parade at 10:00 A.M. on July 4th.  This year, the Parade is dedicated to the United States Military, with their Grand Marshals being one from each Service and the Guard and Reserve.
Chuck Baumbach, President of the Tri-City Council of the Navy League, invited those who reside in the North County to attend their monthly meeting on the evening of June 28th at Marie Calendars restaurant located at I-5 and Palomar Airport Road, with cocktails at 5:30 P.M followed by a meal for about $20 per person.  They will have a retired Navy Captain as their Guest Speaker.

John Woodrum commented on a booth set up by the Federated Republican Women of San Diego County at the San Diego County Fair, which is providing a “roll-letter” to the Troops for everyone to sign, as well as over 400 aprons that will be sent to the Troops, and encouraged all Fair attendees to stop by their booth and leave a note for the Troops.
General Bob Cardenas described the Veterans Memorial Garden Project adjacent to the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center, honoring Veterans of all Wars, past, present and future, of the Land, Sea and Air, which the first phase honoring Veterans of the Air, was completed last year at a cost of approximately $1.5 million, of which the State contributed $1 million, the City $500,000 and former B-24 crewmembers contributed to the cost of the Monument.

He described the next phase, honoring Veterans of the Sea (Navy, Marines, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine), from an artist’s rendition.  Planning and fundraising is in progress, with the San Diego Congressional Delegation willing to seek Federal funding for the Park, but the bronze plaques honoring each of the Sea Services will have to be funded by the individual Service Branches and/or volunteer donations.

Robert Cassell of the Internal Revenue Service commented on the training he provided to the Navy and Marine Corps personnel in the past year to assist active duty personnel to file their taxes, and through this effort processed over 27,000 returns, at a savings to these individuals of over $3.5 million in tax preparation fees.  Any groups that would like to receive this training so they can assist their members can contact him at (760) 736-7342 or robert.l.cassell@irs.gov
John Smith reported that on Friday, July 14th, there would be an Aging Seminar put on by Assembly member Shirley Horton at the State Veterans Home in Chula Vista.  He also mentioned that Captain Jack Ensch, USN (Retired), a Vietnam Veteran and former POW, and also Marketing Director of the San Diego Padres, would like to honor a Veteran from each Branch of the Service during the "Salute to Veterans" game on Sunday, September 24th at 1:05 P.M., hosting the Pittsburgh Pirates.  He would like the member organizations of the UVC to nominate candidates for this honor.  Interested organizations should contact Captain Jack Ensch at (619) 795-5210 or by email to jensch@padres.com
Lindsay Boyd, Representative to the Council for Congressman Filner, reported that she would be leaving the Congressman’s Staff the end of July, and that if any issues arose in her absence, they should contact the office directly, and she thanked the members of  the Council for their support during her tenure.

Joe Ciokon of the USS MIDWAY requested the assistance of the Council to identify primary contact points to identify a Veteran from every State in the Union to attend an event honoring the Dedication of the Bob Hope Memorial in San Diego during the Memorial Day weekend in 2007.  He can be reached at (619) 398-8225 or jciokon@midway.org 
Will Tisch invited the members to attend the Dedication of the Flagpole at the Mt. Hope Cemetery, Grand Army of the Republic Hill, at 10:00 A.M. on July 3rd, 2006, honoring the Civil War Veterans buried there.

Legislative reports:  The Chairman called for the Legislative reports.

U.S. House legislation:  John Smith reported that there has been no significant action in the House, but requested the support of the members of the Council for HR 2952, The American Veterans Homeownership Act of 2005.  This Bill addresses the issue of the eligibility of returning Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom Veterans to be eligible for the CALVET Home Loan Program, which will sunset at the end of the year.  This Bill also affects four other States, and has a companion bill in S 1449 under the same name. Both Bills have been stuck in the House Ways and Means Committee and Senate Finance Committee since June of 2005.  Several members posed questions and made statements concerning this issue.  The Chairman further clarified the issue.
Tom Richards spoke to the issue of H.R. 3352 and S. 1998, both named the Stolen Valor Act of 2005 which would make it a criminal offense to impersonate themselves as a Veteran, or a decorated Veteran, and he relayed many issues of individuals impersonating Medal of Honor Recipients, as well as Service Cross, Silver or Bronze Star recipient, whether you appear in Public or not.  He encouraged all members to contact their elected Representatives and encourage their support of this Legislation.
U.S. Senate legislation:  The Chairman indicated that he needs a new Chairman to report on the status of pending legislation in the Senate, and in the interim he gave comment on S. 2766, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2007.  He indicated that there are numerous amendments added to the Bill that can affect Veterans benefits, and that there are some provisions in the Senate version that are not in the House version, and vice versa.  What is important is what will come out of the Joint Conference Committee, only if the amendments are common to both versions.  He also reiterated the fact that any pending Legislation not passed by December 31st is dead, and will have to be brought up again in the next Session of Congress.  He gave further comment on several other pending Bills in both Houses.  1st Vice Chairman Steve Campbell provided additional comment.
State legislation:  Nancy Owens gave the State Legislative report on behalf of Stephen Arends.  She mentioned AB 1923, which would give members of the California National Guard tuition and fee waivers to attend any State funded institution (University of California, California State University and Community Colleges) of higher education.  She gave further comment concerning the extension of the waiver for the dependants of these Veterans, and cited examples of similar Legislation in other States.

She also mentioned AB 1931, introduced by our local Assembly member Lori Saldana, which would affect the State taxpayer funding of the County Veterans Service Office program.
She also reported on behalf of the San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council:  of which she is the Chairperson that they are still working on a report on the Veteran Hiring Policy report on the eighteen Cities in the County, some of which have no Veterans Hiring policy.  They have established what they think are guidelines for a model Veterans Hiring Policy, and will finalize that and send it to the County Board of Supervisors for further action.  Their goal is to have a standardized Veterans Hiring Policy across all eighteen Cities of the County.

She also mentioned that the Coronado Historical Association is going to have an exhibit on “Women in the Military”, and she has provided flyers for this event.  They are looking for biographies from Women Veterans in San Diego County to add to the exhibit.
Al Pavich, Director of Veterans Village of San Diego: gave comment on AB 599, which dictates that the Counties that they may not refuse County Mental Health Services to Veterans, which has always been considered to be a Federal problem under VA jurisdiction.  He also mentioned AB 2844 also addresses this issue.  He also spoke to an initiative brought up by Senator Boxer.

Veteran’s Museum and Memorial Center:  Will Hays, President of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center Association, reported on behalf of RADM Rod Melendez, Director of the Center.  He commented on the events of the last month, and also mentioned on the opening of the UDT/SEAL exhibit in the Museum.  He also mentioned the monthly Memorial Service currently in progress.  He also mentioned continuing sales of regalia at the Museum store.  He indicated that the Veterans Museum needs the continuing support of the Veterans Community in San Diego.

VA San Diego Regional Office:    Matthew Braiotta reported on behalf of Lily Fetzer, the Director of the Regional Office.  He indicated that Ms. Fetzer is still doing temporary duty as the Acting Director of the Los Angeles Regional Office, but the Position Vacancy Announcement has been released, and hopefully by August the position will be filled, and Lily can resume her full-time duties as Director of the San Diego Regional Office.

He also gave brief comment on the recent data release incident, and has provided forms on a table in the back of the hall for reporting various incidents.  He also has the new 2006 Federal Benefits for Veterans and their Dependants booklets available on that table.
He also commented on the recent visit of the Veterans Disability Benefits Commission members, as well as the upcoming Grand Opening of the Transition Center at the Naval Medical Center, San Diego on June 28th, and gave comment on the “Coming Home to Work Initiative”.  Additionally, he announced the vacancies for one Veterans Service Representative and one Rating Veterans Service Representative, with both positions open to Veterans, both which start at the GS-7 position.  You can get the particulars by visiting the www.usajobs.gov website.
VA National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans:  Bill Livingston, Director of the National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans, commented on the recent passage of Mr. John Ibe, and how instrumental he was to the Ft. Rosecrans Cemetery Annex Project at MCAS Miramar, and many other issues.  He reported that the draft environmental study for the Annex has been completed, and is now being reviewed pending the completion of an agreement with the Department of the Navy.  He expects that the Annex will be available for in-ground Internments late in 2007.
VA San Diego Healthcare System:  Cynthia Butler, Public Affairs Officer for the VA Medical Center in La Jolla, spoke on behalf of Gary Rossio, Director of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego, and reported that the San Diego VA Healthcare System was named one of the best Employers in San Diego by San Diego magazine, and the results of a recent employee survey with a 71% response rate placed them in the top 5% of the VA Medical Centers in the Country for employee satisfaction.
California State Veteran’s Home – Chula Vista:   Gil Acevedo, Administrator of the of the State Veteran’s Home in Chula Vista, reported that the Home currently has 368 residents, and should have about 372 residents by the end of next week, with a maximum capacity of 400 beds.  They will be holding a Memorial Service for six former residents on Monday, June 26th at 10:00 A.M. in Building “F” at the Home.  They have just hired Kathleen Hawk, as a Skilled Nursing Administrator to fill that position that had been vacant for about a year and a half.  They are currently preparing for their Department of Health Services Survey, one of two major surveys they go through each year.
Office of the Mayor of San Diego:  The was no representative from the Office of the Mayor, but the Chairman indicated that they had spoken to Admiral Froman, Chief Executive Officer of the Mayor’s Office during the Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair, where she was the keynote Speaker, and she had indicated she’d look into it. 
Veterans Village of San Diego:  Darcy Pavich reported on behalf of Al Pavich, Director of Veterans Village.  She indicated that the HVRP employment grant had been continued for the Village, and that grant program is now $25 million nationally.  She indicated that they had attained 107% of their employment goals, with the average hourly wage being between $12.58 and $13.26 per hour.  Phase I of their construction project is complete, and they hope for an August 1st opening date.  To date, they have secured $6.6 million in funding for Phase II of the project, which is 24 three-bedroom apartments, and still need approximately $2 million in funding.  She reported that Stand Down is their major project for the moment.
“One VA” Report:  The Chairman of the “One VA” Committee, Pete Houben, was out of town, but the Chairman reported that the next “One VA” meeting would be on Wednesday, July 19th, 2006 at 9:30 A.M. at the VA Medical Center in La Jolla.
San Diego County United Veterans Association:  Karyn Damian, Chairperson of the Association, reported on the status of the Veterans Day Parade, and indicated that they are still short of a few Subcommittee positions that need to be filled, to include Parade Program, Parade Fundraiser and Military Liaison.  Their next meeting will be Thursday, July 13th, 2006, at 6:00 P.M. in the lower hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center.  She indicated that the Parade entry form would be made public in the near future.  The Chairman gave further comment that the first few meeting only had six attendees, and of the twelve attendees at the last meeting, none volunteered to chair a Subcommittee.  He lamented that it doesn’t go any good to show up for a meeting if you aren’t willing to help, and that six people are NOT going to make the Parade happen.  He indicated that he will not hesitate to shut down the Veterans Day Parade this year if they don’t get the volunteers needed to put it on.
Mt. Soledad Memorial Association:   Bob Phillips reported on behalf of Bill Kellogg, President of the Association, and gave a brief recap of the current status of the litigation concerning the Memorial, and discussed possible outcomes.  John Smith posed a question, which Bob addressed.
USS Midway Museum/CNRSW:  Joe Ciokon reported on behalf of the USS MIDWAY Museum and Commander, Naval Region Southwest.  He commented on recent activity of various San Diego Naval Units and Stations.  He went on to indicate that the MIDWAY continues to do well, and that they’ve opened several new spaces and added a few more aircraft.  He stated that a self-tour through the ship now takes about three hours.  They are still actively seeking volunteers and new members of the Midway Magic Association.  You can visit their website at www.midway.org to learn more.  Sarah Young asked about group rates, which Joe addressed and suggested they call their main number at (619) 544-9600 to inquire about those rates.  Chuck Baumbach gave additional comment.
Old business:  The Chairman called for Old Business or Correspondence, and hearing none, he called for New Business.
New business:  The Chairman called for any other Motions or New Business that needed to be brought before the Council.  He called for nominations for Veteran of the Year from the United Veterans Council of San Diego County, and the following individuals were nominated (in no particular order):
John Ibie, Will Hays, Steve Campbell, Joe Brunner, Scott Langhoff, Jesse Ugalde and Nancy Owen

The Chairman then called for nominations for “For-Profit” Organization of the Year from the United Veterans Council of San Diego County, for the Meritorious Service to Veterans Award, and the following entities were nominated (in no particular order):

Old Town Trolley and Western Trucking School

The Chairman then called for nominations for “Non-Profit” Organization of the Year from the United Veterans Council of San Diego County, for the Veterans Allegiance Award, and the following entities were nominated:

Mount Soledad Memorial Association, Club Vet, Jewish War Veterans, Rotary District 5340, Legion of Valor, Blue Star Mothers, and the United Veterans Council of San Diego County.
The Chairman called for any other new Business, and Clint Steed posed a question concerning the Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair, which Tom Richards and the Chairman addressed the question.  The Chairman admonished all present to take the information disseminated today back to their organizations, and bring a Veteran to the next meeting!  The Meeting was adjourned at 12:10 P. M.

The next Meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, July 22nd, 2006, in the Lower Hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center in Balboa Park.
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