UNITED VETERANS COUNCIL 

An Alliance of Veterans Services Organizations of San Diego County

Veterans Museum and Memorial Center

2115 Park Blvd.

San Diego, CA.  92101-4782

PH:  (619) 239-2300 Email:  sdvmc@pacbellnet
Summary of Meeting

Saturday, May 27th, 2006
The Chairman:  Joe Brunner, called the meeting to order on the Flight Deck of the USS MIDWAY Museum, who hosted our meeting, at 9:45 A.M., following the Remembrance Ceremony held on board MIDWAY.  Rear Admiral “Mac” McLaughlin U.S. Navy (Retired), President of the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum Association, led the Pledge of Allegiance, with Will Hayes offering the Invocation.

Those present conducted the appropriate introductions.  All Council Officers except the Treasurer, who was absent and excused due to convalescence.  All toll, fifty-three members of the Council and Guests were present during the meeting.  The Past Chairmen and Past Veteran’s of the Year who were present were recognized and lauded.

The Chairman then introduced Tom Richards, Chairman of the Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair Committee, who commented on this event to be held in the upper Hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center on Saturday, June 3rd, from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.  He indicated the Seminar would have a morning session, from 9:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M., which will address “Getting More Veterans Involved” in the Community, particularly Officers, Vietnam Era Veterans, Younger Veterans and Women Veterans.  The afternoon session, from 1:30 P.M. to 4:00 P.M., will identify critical issues for the San Diego Veterans Community, and possible solutions to those issues, and how to mobilize Veterans to become more influential on Veterans Rights and Issues.

The luncheon program at 11:30 A.M. will feature Rear Admiral Ronne Froman, U.S. Navy (Retired), Chief Operating Officer of the City of San Diego as the Keynote Speaker at approximately 11:30 A.M.  Captain Lisa Arnold, U.S. Navy, Special Assistant to the Commander of Naval Medical Center, San Diego will also speak about the West Coast Comprehensive Combat Casualty Care Center being established at the Naval Medical Center.

The Resource Fair will be held outside the Museum throughout the Seminar, with a wide variety of employers, government agencies, service providers, educational institutions and Veterans organizations in attendance.  The San Diego Chapter of the American Red Cross will also conduct a Blood Drive during the event from 9:00 A.M. to 2:30 P.M. with its Bloodmobile parked in front of the Museum.  To make an appointment to donate blood during the event, call Ruth or Dave at (619) 449-5513 or visit www.givelife.org and use the registration code “UnitedVet”.
A Registration Form is available on the Council’s website at www.sduvc.org  You can also contact Tom via email at tarichards@caliburnus.com or by telephone at (858) 674-0772 for additional information.
The Chairman then introduced Rod Shelton, Deputy District Attorney for San Diego County, and Candidate for Judge in the Superior Court of California, Seat 36.  He spoke about his background as a Deputy Public Defender and Deputy District Attorney, and also mentioned that he has provided services during the annual Stand Down San Diego event.  He also reported that he is currently working with the Gang Prosecution Unit.  He indicated that the San Diego Bar Association had given him their highest rating as being qualified for the position of Superior Court Judge, and mentioned several other endorsements.
The Chairman then introduced David Rubin, Deputy District Attorney for San Diego County, and Candidate for Judge in the Superior Court of California, Seat 49.  He indicated he is the Proud Son of his Navy Mom, who is a WWII Veteran.  He mentioned several recent cases he worked as a Deputy Prosecutor.  He indicated that the San Diego Bar Association had given him their highest rating as being qualified for the position of Superior Court Judge, and mentioned several other endorsements.

Several members of the Council posed questions to Mr. Rubin.

The Minutes:  The Chairman called for a review of the Minutes of the March 25th, 2006, Council meeting.  He called for corrections and hearing none, he entertained a Motion to approve the Minutes as corrected.  Said Motion was made and seconded, and passed on a voice vote.
Treasurer’s report:  The Chairman reported on behalf of Tom Boucher, the Treasurer, who is currently at home convalescing from a recent surgery.  He indicated that the Council now has a checking and savings account at the Union Bank of California, with $100.00 in the savings account, and $1,927.53 in the checking account for a total balance of $2,027.53.  He briefly summarized recent deposits of donations and profits from the sale of the Commemorative CPO Pride Day coins, and expenditures.
Chairman’s comments:  The Chairman, Joe Brunner, gave comments on the upcoming Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair to be held on June 3rd.  He stressed the importance of Veterans attending the Seminar to express their opinions on the issues at hand, and share their ideas on possible solutions to those issues.
He also encouraged all Veterans to attend the Public Hearing being held by three members of the Veterans Disability Benefits Commission on Monday, June 5th, 2006, at 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center located at 1895 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego, California 92108 in Mission Valley.  The Commission will brief attendees on their progress, and then open the Floor for Public Comment at 7:30 P.M.  Oral presentations will be held to five minutes in length.

He indicated that the Commission is examining several issues, including the analysis of certain aspects of disability and survivors’ benefits being related to military service, compensation for the effects of disability on average and individual loss of earning capacity, quality of life, and individual unemployability.  
Interested parties can submit written comments anytime for review by the Commission by email to veterans@vetscommission.intranets.com and learn more about the Commission by visiting their website at www.vetscommission.org
He also reported that the Council now has a new website in operation, at www.sduvc.org and indicated that he met with our Webmaster yesterday to discuss the content of the site.  The vision is for the site to become a “one-stop” resource of information for Veterans, as well as a clearinghouse for information.  He thanked John Smith, whose foresight in creating a printed Veterans Resource Guide during his tenure as Chairman, which led to the website, as well as Tom Richards for his donation of server space, and Clint Steed for his time, talent and efforts as volunteer Webmaster.

1st Vice Chairman’s comments:  Steven Campbell, the 1st Vice Chairman, asked all those present who work for the VA, or work with Veterans to stand, and he publicly thanked them for their dedication to Veterans Service.  He also encouraged all Veterans to vote on June 6th.
2nd Vice Chairperson’s comments:  The 2nd Vice Chairperson, Betty Nimits, indicated she had nothing significant to report for this meeting.
Good of the Order:  The Chairman called for issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.
John Weaver mentioned our fellow disabled Army Veteran, Odell “Ranger” Wilson, who has run in many Marathons, and indicated that Ranger always runs with a Staff with a POW/MIA Flag.  Ranger will be running in the next “Rock & Roll” Marathon in San Diego, which may be his last due to health concerns, and that he would appreciate Veterans to attend the Marathon for moral support.
The Secretary mentioned that Home Depot was offering a 10% discount on purchases made by Veterans over the Memorial Day weekend, and reported that the Council had received a “Thank You” card from the Family of Dom Frankville.  He went on to thank Joan Demunbrun, a member of American Legion Post 867 at the State Veterans Home, who made a donation to the Council in honor of her sixty years of membership in the American Legion.
He also commented on the upcoming Grand Opening of the “Angels Depot”, located at 1495 Poinsettia, Suite 151, in Vista on May 31st at 4:00 P.M., with a Ribbon Cutting, Guest Speakers, music from the 1st MEF Marine Corps Band and refreshments.  “Angel’s Depot” will provide nutritionally balanced non-perishable “food for a week” boxes to Seniors living below the poverty level in San Diego, which can be distributed through pre-qualified Senior Centers, Churches and other agencies assisting low income Seniors.  Interested parties can call Susan Hall, Executive Director of the Program, at (760) 599-7093 for additional information.  This information will also be distributed electronically to the Secretary’s network.
He also mentioned that the Council received a letter from Captain Jack Ensch, USN (Retired),

Director of Military Marketing for the Padres, providing specific details about their upcoming Military and Veterans events, and group discount programs, which the Secretary will summarize and distribute electronically to his network.  Questions can be directed to Captain Ensch by telephone at (619) 795-5210 or by email to jensch@padres.com
Dr. Sarah Young reported that the Healing Field event has been suspended, and that because of the planning for that event, she met the San Diego North County Chapter of the Blue Star Mothers.  She indicated that she will act as Public Relations Officer for the group and introduced Kathryn Hood and Lori Smith of the Chapter.  Mothers who now have or have had children serving in the military can learn more about this organization by visiting their website at www.bluestarmothers.org or contact Kathryn at (760) 594-4853, or Lori at (760) 518-1815, or the Chapter by email to sdncbluestars@yahoo.com   To arrange an interview, speaker or special event with the Blue Star Mothers, contact Dr. Young at (858) 860-0461 or by email to sarah@drsarahmyoung.net.  The Secretary indicated he would their information to his electronic network.
Legislative reports:  The Chairman called for the Legislative reports.

U.S. House legislation:  John Smith commented that there was really significant to report on pending House legislation of interest to the Council.  He did indicate that Bob Filner, the 51st Congressional District Representative is now the Ranking Democratic Member of the House Veterans Affairs Committee, and that he would be holding a news conference would take place at the State Veterans Home on Thursday, June 1st, 2006 at 9:30 A.M.  He indicated that he felt it was important to support the Congressman to pursue legislation in favor of Veterans given the stature of his position on this Committee, and encourage all to attend the conference to learn Mr. Filner’s opinion.
U.S. Senate legislation:  The Chairman indicated that there hasn’t been much activity in the Senate, either, but noted that the Senate Armed Services Committee included both the end of the SBP/DIC offset and change the effective date of the SBP “Paid-up” provision from October 1st of 2008 to October 1st of 2006 for military retirees who are 70 years or older and have paid into SBP for 30 years, in their version of the National Defense Appropriation Act of 2007.  They also have discussed accelerating the removal of the SBP/SSA offset.  He indicated it remains to be seen what will come out of the joint conferences between the Senate and the House.
State legislation:  Stephen Arends thanked John Smith and Gil Acevedo for the fine job they did in orchestrating the Founders Day Picnic, celebrating the sixth Anniversary of the Home, and the sixtieth Anniversary of the California Department of Veterans Affairs.  He went on to comment that there additionally was not much activity in the State Legislature, but did mention AB 1931, which was introduced by our own State Assembly member Lori Saldana, which would have authorized the expenditure of $5 million dollars in State Subvention funding for the County Veterans Service Office system.  The Appropriations Committee, effectively killing the issue for this year, has put this Bill into the “Suspense File”.

He also mentioned AB 1923, which would have allowed the dependants of active duty personnel stationed in the State to attend State Colleges and Universities at the “In-State” tuition rate, which was also placed in the “Suspense File” because it was too costly.  He reported that three States in the Union currently extend this benefit, or even free tuition, to active duty service members and their dependants.  It is noted for the record by the Secretary that individuals who cannot prove their U.S. Citizenship are allowed by law enacted by the State Legislature to attend State Colleges and Universities at the “In-State” tuition rate.
Veterans Museum and Memorial Center:  Will Hays reported on behalf of RADM Rod Melendez, Director of the Center, that the recent exhibition of the Dignity Memorial © Vietnam Wall Experience at the Center was very well attended, perhaps even more so than during past exhibits of “The Wall”.  He indicated that they would be holding their monthly Memorial Service, with burial for three Veterans today at the Center at 11:30 A.M.
He stated that the Center is always in need of volunteer Docents, and that they are looking forward to the Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair next weekend.

“One VA” Committee:  Pete Houben, Chairman of the Committee, gave comment that over the last ten years, the San Diego VA Healthcare System has increased its number of patients from 20,000 Veterans to over 58,000 Veterans currently enrolled and receiving their health care from the VA.  Although there has been an increase in their budget, the VA still “does more with less”.  The VA health care system is being recognized in the media as one of the best in the Nation.  He indicated that the VA’s Undersecretary for Health Care had three goals, the Seamless Transition of health care from the military to VA for new Veterans, increasing Veterans access to health care through the VA, and improving business practices, which are all being done in the San Diego VA health care system.  The VA has led the Nation in the automation of health care treatment records to electronic format.
He also commented on the recent loss of information of 26.5 million Veterans by the VA, and admonished Veterans to be vigilant and monitor their credit reports for any unusual activity.  He also commented on the Seismic Refitting project in progress at the Medical Center.  He also lauded the Regional Office for its effort to alleviate their backlog of claims through increased production and the addition of new Staff members, which of course will have to be trained extensively.
VA San Diego Healthcare System:  Gary Rossio, Director of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego, reported that he had recently signed documents to develop a new $3.7 million dollar Health Care Clinic in the North County in 2007.  The goal is to combined the Vista and Escondido Clinics into one facility about half the size of the Mission Valley Clinic, but bigger than both existing Clinics.
There recent “Quality of Care” survey showed that care provided by the San Diego Health Care System was rated 9% higher than that National average in terms of satisfaction with the quality of care provided, and 10% above the National average in terms of satisfaction with the competence of care providers.

VA San Diego Regional Office:    Lily Fetzer, the Director of the Regional Office commented on the upcoming visit of the members of the Veterans Disability Benefits Commission, who will visit with the VA Regional Office, VA Medical Center Staff and Veterans Service Officers at the VA Regional Office on Monday, June 5th.  They will visit various facilities at Camp Pendleton on Tuesday, June 6th, followed by a visit to the Naval Medical Center in San Diego on Wednesday, June 7th.  She emphasized the importance of all Veterans attending the “Town Hall” Public Hearing at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center in Mission Valley at 7:00 P.M. on Monday, June 5th.  She indicated that Colonel Ken Jordan, USMC (Retired), from San Diego is the Team Leader for the Commissions visit, along with Major General James Livingston, USMC (Retired) and Joe Wynn, an Air Force Veteran.
She also commented on the recent data loss incident, and indicated they have made available a five-page “Questions & Answers” document concerning the incident, and that Veterans can call the VA at (800) 827-1000 with any specific questions.
She also reported that they have had three other Secretary’s Committees visit San Diego in the last month, to include Seamless Transition, Minority Veterans and Education.  They have also completed the transition of Orange County into the San Diego Regional Office area of jurisdiction from the Los Angeles Regional Office, which added an additional 200,000 Veterans to the San Diego area of jurisdiction, for a total of about 650,000 Veterans.  They have added ten new Veterans Service Representatives, and will be adding more in the upcoming months.
VA National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans:  The Chairman gave comment on behalf of Bill Livingston, Director of the National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans, and indicated Bill and the Staff of the Cemetery could not attend today’s meeting, as they were supervising the placement of nearly 90,000 U.S. Flags on the graves of Veterans at the Cemetery by our County’s Boy and Girl Scouts, Cubs, Blue Birds and Brownies.
California State Veteran’s Home – Chula Vista:    John Smith reported on behalf of Gil Acevedo, Administrator of the of the State Veteran’s Home in Chula Vista, and thanked everyone for their participation in the recent Founders Day Picnic.  He introduced Jim Shadell, a resident of the State Veterans Home in Chula Vista, who was recently appointed to the CALVET Board.  He reported that they are currently have about 365 residents and are preparing for their Department of Health Services survey.
Veteran’s Village of San Diego:  Al Pavich, CEO of Veteran’s Village reported that preparations continue for “Stand Down 2006”, to be held from July 14th through July 16th at San Diego High School.  He asked for a Prayer, as they currently have 4.2 million dollars, $2.2 million dollars, and $745 thousand dollars in three separate “pots of money”, for a total of $7.2 million dollars, going through the Housing and Redevelopment Commission approval process for a vote by City Council on June 27th.  If approved by the City Council, they will have sufficient funding for construction of Phase II of Veterans Village Project, the twenty-four three-bedroom apartments.  They are hoping to have an Opening Ceremony for Phase I of 112 beds in early August, providing they can meet the State’s timelines for certification.  They only need about $5.2 million dollars to fund Phase III of the Village Project, the addition of 112 more beds, and finish the Project.  They have already brought in about $19.3 million dollars of funding for the Project, and the Vision is too important to forget.
He has also meet with the Deputies of the State Labor and Mental Health agencies, and discussed their ten year Homeless Relief Program, along with officials of the VA and Housing and Urban Development, and their may be some good things coming for the State of California out of a combination of their programs.

He has also discussed the issue of Veterans Readjustment “Back Home” and working with returning Active Duty Personnel and their Family members with Tom Richards, Chairman of the Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair, so they do not suffer from long-term difficulties in the future.

San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council:  Steve Arends, Vice Chairman of the Council, reported on behalf of Nancy Owen, Chairperson, that the Council had nothing significant to report this month.
San Diego United Veterans Association:  The Chairman reported on behalf of the Association Chairperson, Karyn Damian.  He indicated that the main function of the Association is to establish a Committee to plan, organize and execute the Veterans Day Parade.  At the last meeting of the Association, only six persons were present.  He emphasized the fact that those six volunteers are not going to put the Parade on by themselves.  If they do not get some help, it is not going to happen.

He went on to state that every Veterans Organization in the County should have a Volunteer performing a function on the Parade Committee, as well as interested Veterans.  He notified all present that the next meeting of the Association and the Veterans Day Parade Committee would be on Tuesday, June 13th, 2006, at 5:00 P.M. in the Lower Hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center in Balboa Park.  He stated that all members need to “Get the Word Out” to their organizations, because it is a lot of work to put on a Parade, and six people are not going to be able to do it all by themselves.  Interested volunteers can contact Parade Committee Co-Chairperson Karyn Damian by telephone at (858) 272-2866 or email to kdamian1@san.rr.com, or Parade Committee Co-Chairperson Joe Brunner by telephone at (619) 400-5322, or waldoj@cox.net
Mt. Soledad Memorial Association:   Bob reported on behalf of Bill Kellogg, President of the Association, and indicated that they are “staying in the news” as you probably know.  He commented on the City Council’s recent 5 to 3 vote to appeal Judge Thompson’s Ruling that the City either remove the Cross by August 1st, or pay a $5,000 daily fine.  The appeal was directed to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. The City hopes that the 9th Circuit Court will issue a “Stay” on Judge Thompson’s ruling, which would prohibit the fine from going into effect on August 1st.  

The impact of the current litigation has been very destructive to the Association.  In the past, they have averaged thirty-five to forty commemorative plaque sales a month, and in the month of April, they only sold four plaques. Plaque sales are the primary source of income which allows the Association to stay in business.

In the meantime, another appeal has been filed to reverse the decision by Superior Court Judge Cowett’s ruling that the transfer of the Memorial to the National Park Service was unconstitutional. In addition, there is also the issue of the Federal Government evoking “eminent domain” to take over the property and the Memorial. The Association’s hope is that all of the issues will be resolved in the not too distant future. To be realistic, this is not very likely.

He read a short part of a letter the Association sent to Mayor Sanders, the City Council, and the City Attorney, which in its’ condensed form, indicated that the Association continues to operate, manage and maintain the property as if it owns it. The former City Attorney, Casey Gwinn, assured the Association that they were entitled to continue to operate the property as it had in the past although there is no formal agreement between the Association and the City.  The purpose of the letter was to memorialize the fact that the City of San Diego has granted the Mount Soledad Memorial Association the right to continue to maintain, manage, operate and improve the Veterans Memorial, as if it were the owner of the site, in the same manner that it has done for the past years.

Unless the City notifies the Association, in writing, to the contrary, the Association will continue to operate the site as it has in the past, and will be doing so with the understanding that it has the City’s permission.  The City’s continued support of the Association and confidence in its ability to honor Veterans in an appropriate manner is greatly appreciated by the Veterans of San Diego and their Families. He indicated that the Association has had conversations with the Mayor, Scott Peters and the City Attorney in recent weeks, and that a response to this letter is expected.  

He indicated that they have a great program set for Memorial Day, and invited John Smith, Chairman of Board of Trustees, and Master of Ceremonies for the event, to comment on the Program.

John Smith gave brief comment on the Mt. Soledad Memorial Day Ceremony to be held at the Memorial on Monday, May 29th, 2006 at 2:00 P.M.

Old business:  The Chairman called for Old Business or Correspondence, and hearing none, he called for New Business.
New business:  The Chairman called for any other Motions or New Business that needed to be brought before the Council.
The Chairman gave closing comments.  A Motion was made and Seconded to Adjourn, and the Meeting was adjourned at 10:54 A. M.

The next Meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, June 24th, 2006, in the Lower Hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center in Balboa Park. 
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