UNITED VETERANS COUNCIL 

An Alliance of Veterans Services Organizations of San Diego County

Veterans Museum and Memorial Center

2115 Park Blvd.

San Diego, CA.  92101-4782

PH:  (619) 239-2300 Email:  sdvmc@pacbellnet
Summary of Meeting

Saturday, April 22nd, 2006
The Chairman:  The Acting Chairman, 1st Vice Chairman Steve Campbell called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M., and led the Pledge of Allegiance, with Allen Miliefsky offering the Invocation.  All Council Officers except the Chairman and Secretary, who were absent and excused due to employment related duties, were present.  Fifty-six members of the Council and guests were present.
The Acting Chairman then introduced Tom Richards, who reported early due to other commitments on the Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair, to be held in the upper Hall of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center on Saturday, June 3rd, from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.  He indicated the Seminar would have a morning and afternoon session, addressing issues of importance to the San Diego Veterans community, with a luncheon program and keynote Speaker at approximately 11:30 A.M.  The Resource Fair will be held outside the Museum throughout the Seminar.  You can contact Tom via email at tarichards@caliburnus.com or by telephone at (858) 674-0772 for additional information.

The Acting Chairman then offered the Floor to Brigadier General Robert Cardenas, who spoke early due to other commitments, and gave comment on the establishment of the Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery Foundation, whose mission is to raise approximately $5 to $15 million dollars for the Cemetery Annex at Miramar.  He indicated that the Veterans Administration has allocated $19.5 million dollars for the construction of the Annex, but items outside the budget, such as a Chapel, will need to be funded from outside sources through the Foundation.  Organizations wanting to erect Monuments on the Memorial Walkway will be responsible for their own fundraising efforts to fund their Monument.  Those organizations will need to submit plans through the Foundation and then to the National Cemetery Administration for approval.  All donations to the Foundation now must be processed through the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center to make them tax-deductible under the Museum’s 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt status.  Donations should be annotated “For the Cemetery Annex”.
He also gave comment on Phase II of the Veterans Memorial Park, which would be the Sea Lane, and that an initial concept drawing has been produced, and he also commented on Phase III, which would be the Land Forces Memorial.

The Acting Chairman then introduced State Assemblymember Juan Vargas, Candidate for U.S. Congress in the 51st District.  Mr. Vargas spoke very briefly about his relatives who were Veterans, and thanked all those present for their Service to our Country.
The Acting Chairman then introduced Rod Shelton, Deputy District Attorney for San Diego County, and Candidate for Judge in the Superior Court of California.  Mr. Shelton spoke briefly on his background.

The Acting Chairman then introduced David Rubin, Deputy District Attorney for San Diego County, and Candidate for Judge in the Superior Court of California.  Mr. Rubin thanked the members of the Council for their recent assistance in providing information to help him on the recent case involving the Officer killed in the line of duty.  He mentioned that he is the proud Son of a Navy Nurse, and thanked everyone for their service. 

The Acting Chairman then introduced John Rinaldi, Candidate for Congress in the 52nd Congressional District, currently occupied by Congressman Duncan Hunter.  Mr. Rinaldi indicated he first came to San Diego in 1991, serving as a Naval Officer in training to become a Chaplain, and indicated that while he is proud of his own military service, he was humbled by the service of several of the Council members.  He spoke about his interest in Veterans issues, to include adequate health care funding.  He indicated he would always support the advancement of Veterans causes, and honor the commitment the Country has to its’ Veterans.

The Acting Chairman then introduced Captain Jack Ensch, USN (Retired), Director of Military Sales for the San Diego Padres.  Mr. Ensch spoke about a fundraising program the Padres will offer to non-profit organizations to allow them to purchase tickets for a particular game at a reduced rate of $2.00 off the face value in lots of 100 to 499, or $5.00 in lots greater than 500, and sell them at the gate price to raise funds for their organization.  He mentioned several organizations that had done this successfully in the past.
He also commented on the $2.00 Military Discount program and Senior discount program for those over 60, which is $6.00 of the price of any ticket of $12.00 or more, for games on Sunday through Thursday, and that both of these programs will be extended to military or senior groups of 25 persons or more.  For more information, you can call Jack Ensch directly at (619) 795-5210.  A few members posed questions to Mr. Ensch.
The Acting Chairman then introduced Steve Vargo, of the Military Severely Injured Center at Naval Medical Center San Diego.  Mr. Vargo described the purpose of their DOD contracted program, which was established in February of 2005 and is based in Arlington, Virginia.  Their mission is to assist severely injured service members from Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraq Freedom, and that assistance has no time constraints.
Severely injured personnel are those with amputations, paralysis, disfigurement, brain injury, severe burns, loss of hearing or vision, or other injuries that would significantly disrupt the service members’ future.  However, they will assist any injured service member who requests it.  Assistance can be in the form of financial, educational, employment, family counseling, and information on existing benefits available from both the military and VA, as well as community sources.
He went on to describe their scope of responsibility in the Southern California area, and that they advise and refer severely injured service members to the appropriate agency or organization that can assist in resolution of their problem.
The Minutes:  The Acting Chairman called for a review of the Minutes of the March 25th, 2006, Council meeting.  He called for corrections and Bea Waggett pointed out two corrections to the Minutes, and the Chairman pointed out one correction.  The Chairman entertained a Motion to approve the Minutes as corrected.  Said Motion was made and seconded, and passed on a voice vote.
Treasurer’s report:  The Treasurer indicated that the Council is in the process of establishing an account for it’s funds, and that they currently have a balance of $2,145.53.  He did recognize the VFW 1st District, the Military Officer Association of America, the Navy Nurse Corp, the Women’s Army Corp, Mary Harrington and Joe Ciokon for their donations. 
Chairman’s comments:  The Chairman, Joe Brunner, was absent and excused due to employment related duties.
1st Vice Chairman’s comments:  Steven Campbell, the 1st Vice Chairman, commented on the recent article on page 52 of the April 24th issue of the Army Times which indicated that the Pentagon would only give three-quarters of the active force a cost of living pay raise this year of 2.2%, the lowest since 1994. Regrettably lawmakers say there is little they can do, because they “just can’t find the money” to give a greater raise.
However, lawmakers added several items to various 2006 Appropriations Bills, to include $13.5 million dollars to the International Fund for Ireland, for “The World Toilet Summit”, $500,000 for a Teapot Museum in Sparta, North Carolina, $591 million dollars for eight C-130 aircraft that the Pentagon did not ask for, and does not need, $700 million to study the feasibility of moving rail lines in the South further away from waterways, and $83 million for historic preservation efforts in the Southern hurricane zone.
He indicated that if our elected representatives wouldn’t spend so much on “pork barrel” projects, that they would quite probably be able to give the active forces a higher cost of living increase next year.

He also commented on the Commonwealth of Virginia’s recent authorization of “In-State” tuition rates for dependants of active duty military personnel stationed in Virginia, and lamented that the State of California should do the same.

2nd Vice Chairperson’s comments:  The 2nd Vice Chairperson, Betty Nimits, reported that Mothers Day is next month along with the anniversary of the Women’s Air Corps, and the 98th anniversary of the Navy Nurse Corps.
Announcements:  The Chairman called for Announcements.
Bob White reported that the City of Chula Vista has recognized Marine Corporal Salem Bachar, who was killed in action last week in Iraq, and will be memorialized at the plaque in the Veterans Memorial Park, along with a commemorative brick along the “Walk of Honor” and his name will be submitted for a street name in the City.  John Smith also added that the Veterans Memorial Park would have it’s Dedication Ceremony on Saturday, May 20th, Armed Forces Day. 
Bea Waggett commented on the www.hirepatriots.com website, which allows individuals to hire active duty service members or Veterans for either one day, part-time or full time jobs.  The site is set up by region, and allows you to post jobs on the site, or look for jobs on the site.

She also commented that it’s Buddy Poppy time again, and encouraged all to participate in the program with the coming Memorial Day Holiday.  She indicated she had Poppies available at the entryway.
Lalo Rodriguez reported that so far this month, the Honor Guard has rendered Honors for over twenty funerals, and they would appreciate donations to offset their fuel costs.  Donations can be made out to the San Diego Chapter of the 82nd Airborne Association.
Jean Nelson, a Disability Program Navigator for the Career Centers in San Diego, reported on the “Points of Light” program to assist newly disabled Veterans from the current conflict, working in conjunction with “Volunteer San Diego” to help them make the transition to gainful employment.
Susan Shipp announced the 6th Annual Founders Day Picnic to be held at the State Veterans Home in Chula Vista on Saturday, May 13th, from 10:A.M. to 2:00 P.M., with a Hawaiian theme, BBQ, and entertainment.  John Smith provided further comments on the event.

Megan Delaney announced that she is the Wounded Servicemember Coordinator for the CAP Program, which provides educational assistance to personnel while they are on “Medical Hold” status.  Her telephone number is (703) 998-0800 extension 27.
The Acting Chairman reminded everyone of the 9/11 book at the back table that was donated to the Council by SGT MAJ Bill Paxton, USMC RET, the 2005-2006 San Diego County Veteran of the Year, which is available via a silent auction.

Legislative reports:  The Chairman called for the Legislative reports.

U.S. House legislation:  John Smith commented that there had been no progress on any of the fifteen Bills of interest to the Council since last months’ Meeting.
U.S. Senate legislation:  John Smith reported on behalf of Dick Rogers, and reported that there has been no progress on any legislation of interest to the Council since the last meeting.

State legislation:  Stephen Arends commented on HR 5081, a new Bill that would give tax breaks to businesses that hire Spouses of active duty military personnel.  He indicated that the VFW Department of California would be having their annual Legislative Day in Sacramento on Tuesday, April 25th, which Governor Schwarzenegger was expected to attend.  He indicated the Assembly and Senate had been in recess until April 17th because of the Holiday, but there was not particular action on any of the pending legislative items of interest to the Council.
Todd Gloria, Representative to the Council for Congresswoman Susan Davis, acknowledged the Council’s concern for the House legislation affecting the CAL-VET Home Loan Program, and reported that she had convinced Congressman Darrel Issa and U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer to co-sponsor the respective Bills in the Senate and the House.
Robert Jackson, Representative to the Council for State Senator Dennis Hollingsworth, commented that they have been able to pass one Bill in the State Senate that allows homeowners to clear brush up to 300 feet from their house.  He also commented that Senator Hollingsworth had introduced legislation last year that would allow military dependants to pay the “In-State” tuition rates, which did not pass. 

Naval Medical Center, San Diego:  Captain Lisa Arnold, Assistant to the Commander of the Naval Medical Center, gave comment that they have been funded for the West Coast Comprehensive Combat Casualty Care Center, so they will be working with the U.S. Army, CAP, and the Wounded Warrior Project, which is hiring additional Staff to be on-site in San Diego.  They expect they will have a need for many volunteers.
They have started a Wounded Warriors Wife’s Support Group, and that group has indicated that they’d like to hear from the Wives of Wounded Warriors from other conflicts who have had the experience in supporting and caring for their injured Spouses.  More details on this program will be available in the near future, and Spouses of Wounded Warriors from previous conflicts can reach Captain Arnold at (619) 532-6418 if they’d like to participate.
They’ve also realized that they’ll have a need for Volunteer drivers and escorts, to escort Family Member to and from the Hospital, show them around town, etc.  They are also setting up several sports programs for our severely injured personnel.

She also reported that the Naval Medical Center will conduct a major disaster drill on Friday, June 9th, and no non-urgent appointments will be made for that day.  It would be best to avoid the Medical Center that day.
Several members of the Council posed questions and gave comment on the issues at hand.

Veteran’s Museum and Memorial Center:  Will Hays, President of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center Association, reported on behalf of RADM Rod Melendez, Director of the Center.  He commented on the upcoming visit of the Dignity Memorial © Vietnam Wall Experience, to be on exhibit at the Museum around the clock from 10:00 A.M. Friday, May 5th through 6:00 P.M. Sunday, May 7th, and the various special programs during that weekend.
Also on Sunday, April 30th, from 2:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M., the Museum will participate in a Vietnam War Symposium to be held at San Diego State University at Montezuma Hall.

VA National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans:  Bill Livingston, Director of the National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans, gave an update on the status of the Annex at Miramar.  He reported that the Environmental Impact Study was in progress and should be completed by October of 2006.  He indicated that the National Cemetery Administration had already designed around many of the environmental concerns.  The construction is to begin in 2007, with a “Fast-Track” area of approximately 50 acres to be ready for burials sometime in 2007.  He also commented on some of the local companies, which is advertising in the newspaper that is accepting “reservations” for internment at the Miramar Annex.  He went on to report that the policy of making reservations for internment in a National Cemetery was discontinued in 1962.
He addressed questions from several members of the Council who were present. He also commented on the upcoming Memorial Day preparations at 7: 30 A.M. on Saturday May 27th, where Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts will place over 90,000 flags on the Gravesites of fallen Veterans, and the Memorial Day Program to be held on Monday, May 29th at 10:00 A.M.
He spoke briefly on construction and improvements at the Cemetery this year, with over $800,000 of funding secured for improvements to roads, raising and realigning over 30,000 upright gravestones, and other facilities in the Cemetery.
He reported that they would be having the 22nd Internment from Operation Iraqi Freedom, Marine Lance Corporal Marcus Litz, who was killed-in-action, from Huntington Beach, tomorrow at Noon at the Cemetery.
He also mentioned that Gary Rossio will mark his tenth Anniversary as Director of the VA Medical Center in La Jolla on May 5th.

A question was posed to Mr. Livingston concerning the traffic at the Cemetery on Memorial Day, which he addressed.
VA San Diego Healthcare System:  Dr. Sarah Simpkins reported on behalf of Gary Rossio, Director of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego, and commented that the recently won two National Awards.  The first was the 2006 VA Environmental Excellence Award, under the category of Prevention of Waste and Pollution.  This was due in part to their new Co-Generation Plant, which reduced their nitrous oxide emissions by over 41 tons, and they expect to save $5 million dollars over the next five years.  The second Award made them a National winner in the Federal Electronics Reuse and Recycling Challenge, where they have donated an estimated 17,095 pounds of electric equipment to the Community.
She commented on the ongoing seismic refit project, which is the thirteenth largest construction project in San Diego County.  They will be hosting an outreach booth at the Gillespie Field Air show this weekend.  They also had two site visits this past week, the first by the Paralyzed Veterans of America, and the second was from the National Seamless Transition Team from the VA Central Office.  They received very high evaluations from both groups.  She also reported they have a new website, and provided flyers advertising same.
VA San Diego Regional Office:    Al Padilla reported on behalf of Lily Fetzer, the Director of the Regional Office.  He indicated that they are currently paying out approximately $40 million dollars in benefits to Veterans and their dependants each month.  He introduced Matt Braiotta, who will be relieving him as the Public Affairs Officer and Management Analyst in March of 2007.  Matt was wounded in Operation Iraqi Freedom, spent over a year being hospitalized for his wounds, and participated in the VA’s “Coming Home to Work” program in an Information Technology position.  He was subsequently hired by the VA as a Budget Analyst, and transferred to San Diego.  Matt relayed that he comes to San Diego from the VA Central Office in Washington, where he spent over a year in training in the Budget field while continuing his treatment at Walter Reed Army Hospital.  He said that the Veterans community means a lot to him; he is really looking forward to working with everyone, and understands that he has some “big shoes to fill”!  He reported he’s available to anyone at anytime, and if anyone knows of recently disabled service member who needs someone to talk with about making the transition to civilian status to let him know.
California State Veteran’s Home – Chula Vista:    John Smith reported on behalf of Gil Acevedo, Administrator of the of the State Veteran’s Home in Chula Vista.  He publicly thanked Al Padilla for his service to the San Diego Veterans Community in the past, and he welcomed Matt to our Community.
He commented on the upcoming Founder’s Day BBQ Picnic and Celebration at the Home on May 13th from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., and reported that they have about 370 resident Veterans at present and that their new Administrator, Gil Acevedo has things well in hand with a new management team on board.
San Diego County Veterans Service Office:  Tom Splitgerber, Director of the San Diego County Veterans Service Office, indicated that he had nothing significant to report other than that the College Tuition Fee Waiver Requests for the Children of Disabled Veterans are beginning to increase in volume with the approach of the new school year.
Veteran’s Village of San Diego:  Doug Frost reported on behalf of Al Pavich, CEO of Veteran’s Village, and reminded those present about the upcoming Charity Golf Tournament on Friday, June 9th at the DoubleTree Golf and Country Club Resort.  Anyone interested in participating can call VVSD for additional details.  He also reported that their construction project is moving forward and that they’re beginning the planning for their Memorial Courtyard and Commemorative Brick Program.  He indicated that Stand Down 2006 Posters for the July 14-16 event and various other flyers were available in the back of the hall.  He also reported that on June 30th, VVSD will have a “Drive Through” clothing drive to collect clothing for Stand Down at VVSD, 2165 Kurtz Drive, San Diego, CA 92110 from 6:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council:  Steve Arends, Vice Chairman of the Council, reported on behalf of Nancy Owen, Chairperson, that the Council in finalizing it report on the Veterans hiring practices all eighteen Cities in the County, and are still missing inputs from several Cities to include San Diego.  It will then be presented to the Board of Supervisors, and then back to the Cities with the Boards’ recommendation on the best policies are the best hiring preferences for Veterans.
San Diego United Veterans Association:  John Weaver gave a brief report on behalf of the Association Chairperson, Karyn Damian.  He reported that they have elected a Chairperson, Karyn Damian, Vice Chairman, John Weaver, and Treasurer, Scott Langhoff.  Their Secretary is yet to be appointed.  They are working on By-laws, with the first draft having been submitted, debated and discussed, and are now in edition, with a second draft pending.  Incorporation is in process as a 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt entity.  An address, which is a Post Office Box, has been established, and they have no funds in their Treasury at present.
John Smith clarified that the United Veterans Council and the United Veterans Association are two separate entities.  Because of the way the Council co-exists with its’ member organizations, the Council cannot have a Charter and By-Laws.  The Association is being formed with a Charter and By-Laws to act as an Incorporated tax-exempt organization to facilitate the funding of the Veterans Day Parade and other Veteran-related events in the future.  He indicated that at present, there was no connection between the Association as a 501 (c)(3) entity and the United Veterans Council.
Mt. Soledad Memorial Association:   Bob Phillips reported on behalf of the Association, and indicated that they had hoped to have a Hearing with Judge Thompson last Wednesday to determine a Settlement Agreement, but Judge Thompson was sick, so that Hearing has been delayed until the middle to the end of May.  In the meantime, they have one focus, that being to obtain an Operating Agreement, which will allow the Association to continue what they’ve been doing for the past fifteen years, which is honoring Veterans.  They have been in contact with City Attorney Mike Aguirre in the past week, and have meetings coming up with Councilmember Scott Peters and the Mayor in the next week.
John Smith gave brief comment on the Mt. Soledad Memorial Day Ceremony to be held at the Memorial on Monday, May 29th, 2006 at 2:00 P.M.

USS Midway Museum/CNRSW:  Joe Ciokon reported on behalf of the USS MIDWAY Museum, and indicated that the Midway paid off their bank loan two weeks ago.  He also reported that Ace Parking has taken over control of the parking on the pier, which means handicapped persons will have to pay for parking now.
They also recently hosted the Yokosuka, Japan, Chamber of Commerce and City Council on board and they had the opportunity to visit the USS JOHN C. STENNIS while they were in town, and the Navy intends to replace the USS KITTY HAWK with the USS GEORGE WASHINGTON in the foreseeable future.

They are opening up several new areas of the ship in the near future, to include Officer Country and the CPO Mess, as well as the Ship’s Laundry.   They have also had several overnight events by various groups.
He also spoke about Memorial Day weekend events, to include the Wreath laying Ceremony, followed by the UVC meeting on board on Saturday, May 27th, along with other events that weekend.

He also spoke to several newsworthy items involving the active Naval forces.

Several questions came up about payment for parking in the lot for next months meeting.  Joe mentioned that those personnel with base stickers can park in the Broadway complex parking lot.
Old business:  The Acting Chairman called for Old Business or Correspondence, and hearing none, he called for New Business.
New business:  The Acting Chairman called for any other Motions or New Business that needed to be brought before the Council.  He then presented a check for the purchase of fifty comfort kits to Doug Frost of VVSD from the Jewish War Veterans Post 185.

The Chairman gave closing comments.  A Motion was made and Seconded to Adjourn, and the Meeting was adjourned at 11:26 A. M.

The next Meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, May 27th, 2006, on board the USS Midway Museum located on Harbor Drive at Broadway, and will be preceded by a Memorial Day Wreath Laying Ceremony at 9:00 A. M. on the Midway.
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