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Summary of Meeting

Saturday, March 25th, 2006
The Chairman:  The Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M., and Al Padilla led the Pledge of Allegiance, with Will Hays offering the Invocation.  All Council Officers except the Treasurer were present.
The Chairman then announced that at last months’ Meeting, Bill Paxton, the 2005 San Diego County Veteran of the Year, donated a very nice 9/11 Tribute book to the UVC, which was on display, and that it was available for bids by “Silent Auction” for three months as a fundraising campaign for the Council.

He also commented that the CPO Pride Day Committee had donated CPO Pride Day Challenge coins to the Council at last months’ Meeting, and that they were available for a donation of $5.00 each, as an additional fundraising campaign for the Council.

He then introduced Shirley Shaw, the State Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, who made brief comments, and then introduced James R. Mueller, the National Commander in Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

Chief Mueller lauded the San Diego Veterans Community on their efforts to support our Nations Veterans and Military Personnel.  He cited recent visits to the Mt. Soledad Memorial and the State Veterans Home in Chula Vista as examples of what San Diegans do to honor Veterans.  He then gave detailed comment on his recent opportunity to visit Baghdad and Kirkuk, Iraq with various Journalists and leaders of other Veterans Service Organizations   They attended military briefings, and met numerous U. S. & Iraqi Military Personnel, and the City Council of Kirkuk.
He commented that most of Kirkuk is now patrolled by the Iraqi Forces, and that on meeting several of their troops, they indicated that their priority concern now is reopening the schools and getting Teachers.  He also met the Kirkuk City Engineer, and she indicated the Chief should tell the American people to be patient with  Iraqis, because they want to get their Democracy right the first time.
He also visited with wounded Troops in a Hospital in the “Green Zone: back in Baghdad, as well as attended additional briefings and a barbeque with the Troops, and visited several other areas and facilities in and around Baghdad.
They also visited numerous Military personnel in Kuwait.  He indicated that the morale of our Troops is very high, and that they believe they’re doing the “right thing”.
He also made comment on a recent visit to Bethesda Naval Hospital, where he visited severely wounded Military Personnel.  He sincerely thanked the assembled members of the Council for all they do for Veterans in the State of California.  He addressed questions from several of the members.
Those present conducted the appropriate introductions.  All toll, sixty-eight members of the Council and guests were present during the meeting.  The Past Chairmen and Past Veteran’s of the Year who were present were recognized and lauded.

VFW State Commander Shirley Shaw commented on departing that on meeting everyone this morning, she now knows fully well, why San Diego does “Get it Right”!
The Chairman made opened the Floor to Al Cisneros, who introduced Richard Earnest, Candidate for Congress in the 50th District.  Mr. Cisneros indicated that he had known him for over thirty-four years, and was proud to have had served with Mr. Earnest, a Vietnam Veteran and former Naval Aviator, when he flew his 300th Combat Mission over North Vietnam, in an F-4 Phantom.
He indicated the Mr. Earnest served three tours over the Republic of Vietnam, returned home, became a successful businessman, served as both a City Councilmember for over eight years, and as a former Mayor of the City of Del Mar, as a man who is ready to continue to serve the constituents of the 50th District.
Mr. Earnest lauded the Pearl Harbor Survivors that were present, and spoke to numerous issues, including the reason for the vacancy in the District seat.  He spoke to the “Code of Honor” instilled into him during his days at the Naval Academy.  He indicated that if elected, he would have Veterans on his Staff to assist other Veterans with their problems.
He also took a moment to recognize his fellow Candidate, Mr. Alan Uke and recognize him for his tireless efforts in assisting the USS Midway Project to come to fruition.  He went on to mention that he believed the Veterans Administration should be removed from the normal budget process of the United States, and have a sacrosanct budget process eliminating it from the pressures of special interest groups.  He stated that he believes that our Country is rich enough, and important enough, to be able to take care of its Veterans.
A couple of members present posed questions to Mr. Earnest, which he addressed.  One concerned a balanced budget, and Mr. Earnest indicated he was in favor of a “Balanced Budget Amendment” to the Constitution, which would make it illegal for the Government to spend more money than they bring in.
The Chairman then introduced Mr. Alan Uke, who spoke to the issues of individuals in Congress, and the issue of more support of benefits for Veterans from non-Veterans.  He also indicated that he is actively involved in the education process about many things, and is approaching things with an outsider’s point of view.  He commented on the possible outcome of the campaign in his own view.

The Minutes:  The Chairman called for a review of the Minutes of the February 25th, 2006, Council meeting.  He called for corrections or additions, and hearing none, the Chairman indicated they stood as publish
Treasurer’s report:  The Chairman indicated that there would not be a Treasurers Report today due to the delayed arrival of the Treasurer, but that we haven’t spent any money, and taken a little more money in, so we have more money than last month (for the Record, the Council has approximately $2145.53 in funds as of this writing).  He indicated that the Council is working to establish its own bank account since the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center will not administrate the Council’s funds any longer.
Chairman’s comments:  The Chairman, Joe Brunner, gave comment on what the current Administration has done for Veterans.  He cited various items of legislation since the current Administration came to office, to include that affecting the Survivors Benefit Plan (SBP) and Social Security and Dependant Indemnity Compensation offset, as well as the “paid up” status of SBP.  He also addressed the issues of Concurrent Receipt and the authorization of the DOD Combat Related Special Compensation and Concurrent Retirement and Disability Pay.  He also commented on the significant increases in funding in Veterans Healthcare during this Administration.
1st Vice Chairman’s comments:  Steven Campbell, the 1st Vice Chairman, commented that seventy-nine individuals responded to a recent article in the San Diego Union Tribune and called the DAV Transportation Office to volunteer as Drivers for their vans, and thirty-four individuals actually showed up to receive their physicals.  With a twenty percent failure rate, he anticipates that only twenty-one individuals will actually pass their physicals and would be approved to volunteer.
He also reported that elements of the USAR 301st Psion Company, currently in Iraq, would be “Relieved-In-Place” sometime in May, and when he learns more information he will advise the Council.
He also indicated that the Special Forces Association needs donations to assist these Reservists and their Family members who are in distress, and provide a decent Homecoming for them on their return.  Ed Dougherty, President of the local Special Forces Association Chapter, gave additional comment on the issue.
He also mentioned the recent news story about military personnel suffering from PTSD who are being sent back to Iraq and Afghanistan even though they are being treated with psychotropic medications.
The Treasurer arrived for the Meeting at 10:30 A.M.

2nd Vice Chairperson’s comments:  The 2nd Vice Chairperson, Betty Nimits, reported that March is Women’s Month.  She gave brief commented on the history of Women in the Military.
The Chairman then introduced Tom Richards, to give his report early due to his induction later today into the Rancho Bernardo “Hall of Fame” due to his Community Service in Rancho Bernardo, at a luncheon this afternoon.
Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair:  Tom Richards reported that plans are progressing for the Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair, to be held at the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center on Saturday, June 3rd, 2006 from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.  This is the first of what may become an annual event, being hosted by the UVC.

The Seminar will consist of Forums, held inside the Center, on topics that can improve the Veterans Community of San Diego, and the Resource Fair, currently with numerous participants, held outside the Center.

All Veterans, Active Duty personnel and their family members are welcome to attend.  Individuals with suggestions on topics that could be included in the Forums, or who would like to serve on one of the Forum discussion panels, or volunteer the assist in the event should contact Tom Richards via email at: tarichards@caliburnus.com or by telephone at: (858) 674-0772.

The Chairman then introduced Darcy Pavich, so she could give her report early to allow her to prepare for the Veterans Memorial Ceremony.

Veteran’s Village of San Diego:  Darcy Pavich reported on behalf of Al Pavich, CEO of Veteran’s Village, that the North Bay PAC voted unanimously to support $4,000,000 in funding for the Vision Project, Phase II at VVSD, that being the twenty-four three bedroom apartments.  The Housing Commission is also going to recommend to the San Diego City Council an additional $745,000 for the project.  

She also indicated that the Winter Shelter program was extended from March 15th to April 5th.  

She stated that the 9th Annual Mark A. Neumann Charity Golf Tournament would be held on Friday, June 9th, 2006 at the DoubleTree Golf and Tennis Resort at 12:30 P.M., with a Dinner and Awards Banquet immediately following the event.  Those interested in sponsoring or participating in the event can call (858) 672-2200.  The deadline for entries is May 15th, 2006.

She also reported that planning continues for “Stand Down 2006” to be held on July 14th through the 16th, and a “Drive Thru Clothing Drive” would be conducted on June 30th from 6:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at VVSD.  Men’s, Women’s and Children’s toiletry items for “Comfort Kits” and new underwear are needed, as well as used clothing items.  Interested persons or organizations that can provide items for the “comfort Kits” or other donations can call the Stand Down Coordinator at (619) 393-2040 for further information.
Good of the Order:  The Chairman offered the Floor for issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.

Dave Rueben, San Diego County Deputy District Attorney thanked all Veterans present for their Service, and indicated that he has been working on a case in North County where a young Law Enforcement Officer was murdered while issuing a traffic citation.  He is seeking anyone who had served on board the USS CLEVELAND back in approximately 1970 or 1971 to contact him at (619) 531-4221 in conjunction with his investigation.

Terry Jensen of the State Employment Development Department reported that a Veterans and Business Seminar would be held at the DoubleTree Hotel in Mission Valley from 8:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. on Wednesday, May 17th, 2006.  This Seminar, hosted by the San Diego Employer Advisory Council (SDEAC) and the Veterans Employment Committee of San Diego County (VEC) is pertinent to employers and prospective employers of Veterans in our Community.  The registration fee is $100.00, which includes a Continental breakfast, lunch and Seminar materials, and the registration deadline is May 10th.  Interested parties can learn more by calling Charlie Bradley of the SDEAC at (619) 266-4321. 
He also indicated that the VEC’s 9th Annual Job Fair would be held on Tuesday, June 20th, 2006 at the Balboa Park Club in Balboa Park from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.  The registration fee is $150.00, and interested Employers can contact him at (619) 590-3959 for additional details.

John Smith announced the Chula Vista Veterans Home Support Foundation upcoming Veterans Home Golf Classic being hosted by the Support Foundation at the Admiral Baker North Golf Course on Monday, April 10th, 2006 at 1:00 P.M.  Practice starts at 11:00 A.M. with a BBQ lunch at Noon.  They will have several prizes.  Sponsors and players can obtain more information by contacting John Smith at (619) 205-1406 or by email at John.Smith@cdva.ca.gov.

Bobby Price mentioned the Grand Opening of the Chula Vista Veterans Memorial Park on Saturday, May 20th, 2006 at 10:00 A. M.  The Park is located at 785 East Palomar Street in Chula Vista.  He also reported that the VFW PAC has endorsed Congressman Bob Filner for re-election to his position in the 51st Congressional District.

Tom Boucher commented on the Coronado Memorial Day Service on Monday, May 29th, 2006 at 10:00 A.M. at Star Park in Coronado.  There will be a Pot Luck at VFW Post 2422 following the Service.
Legislative reports:  The Chairman called for the Legislative reports.

U.S. House legislation:  John Smith commented on the status of HR 2952, “The American Veterans Homeownership Act of 2005” which affects the CALVET Home Loan program.
U.S. Senate legislation:  Dick Rogers was absent, and the Chairman indicated that there was nothing significant to report on pending Senate legislation.
State legislation:  Stephen Arends commented on his recent trip to Washington, D. C. visiting Legislators during the annual VFW Legislative Conference.  He mentioned the status HR 4949, “The Military Retirees Healthcare Protection Act of 2006” which would prevent radical increases in the premium rates for Tricare health care coverage.
He gave brief comment on a variety of State legislative issues.
Veteran’s Museum and Memorial Center:  Will Hays, President of the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center Association, reported on behalf of RADM Rod Melendez, Director of the Center.  He indicated that the monthly Memorial Service would occur today at 11:30 A.M., and mentioned the upcoming visit of the Dignity Memorial ® Vietnam Wall on May 5th, 6th & 7th on the south lawn adjacent to the Museum.  “The Wall” will be available for viewing around the clock from 10:00 A.M. on May 5th until the conclusion of the Closing Ceremony at 6:00 P.M. on May 7th.  He also commented on the upcoming Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair on June 3rd.
VA San Diego Regional Office:    Al Padilla reported on behalf of Lily Fetzer, the Director of the Regional Office.  He indicated that the Veterans Disability Benefits Commission would be visiting San Diego on June 5th through the 7th, and read briefly from their Charter.  The Commission will be holding a “Town Hall” meeting on June 6th from 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. at a location to be determined.
VA National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans:  Delia Fernandez reported on behalf of Bill Livingston, Director of the National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans.  She indicated that as of last Friday, the Cemetery had conducted 235 internments.  Steve Campbell spoke to the concept plan for the Miramar Annex of Ft. Rosecrans, and distributed a drawing.
VA San Diego Healthcare System:  Gary Rossio, Director of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego, reported that the Mission Valley Outpatient Clinics’ Pharmacy will be closed effective in mid to late April, which will save the System approximately $400,000 for the remainder of the fiscal year.  Patients will be able to utilize the mail-out service, and for those that need an emergent fill of a prescription, they will contract with a civilian pharmacy near the Clinic where patients can have those prescriptions filled with a 5-10 day supply at VA expense.
They have just added a new telephone tree to allow patients to cancel appointments, and may be able to reschedule appointments on the spot; otherwise, the System will get back to the patient within two days to reschedule the appointment.
He commented on the recent San Diego Union Tribune concerning cardiac surgeries at local hospitals.  He reported that so far this fiscal year (since October 1st, 2005); the Medical Center had conducted 80 open-heart surgeries with no deaths.  He reported that for the period from 2002 through 2005, they did 367 open-heart surgeries with .5% or approximately two deaths.  That places the Center #1 in quality and #2 in volume over the past three fiscal years.
The are also looking into joining with the Naval Medical Center to develop a robotic surgery program, primarily for prostatectomy’s, and other urological procedures.  The Naval Medical Center already has one, and they would coordinate the acquisition of two more, one for the VA Medical Center and a second for the Naval Medical Center.

He went on to report that they have currently have about 2,800 OEF/OIF Veterans enrolled, with approximately 54,000 total patients enrolled in the system, with Outreach teams both at Naval Medical Center in San Diego, and the Naval Hospital at Camp Pendleton.

He also indicated that they have just given their Nurses an 11% pay raise, and were being asked to give their Doctors a 15-20% pay raise, which is the reason why they have a 120-day lag on filling vacant positions.

Naval Medical Center, San Diego:  Captain Lisa Arnold, Assistant to the Commander of the Naval Medical Center, gave comment on her recent visits to the Combat Casualty Care Centers at Bethesda, Walter Reed and Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio., and the strengths that San Diego has over these other facilities, to include the efforts of the Armed Services YMCA.  They are also trying to rejuvenate their relationship with the American Red Cross, and indicated that they can always use additional Volunteers at the Hospital.  She reported that the West Coast Combat Casualty Center at the Naval Medical Center is scheduled to open in mid-June.  
She additionally gave brief comment concerning the issue of Troops returning to combat while under psychotropic drug medication, and summarized the recent visits of several Dignitaries to the Medical Center.

California State Veteran’s Home – Chula Vista:    John Smith reported on behalf of Gil Acevedo, Administrator of the of the State Veteran’s Home in Chula Vista.  He indicated that things are progressing well at the Home, and again mentioned the upcoming Golf Classic. 
San Diego County Veterans Service Office & San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council:  Nancy Owen, Chairperson of the Council, reported on behalf of Tom Splitgerber, Director of the San Diego County Veterans Service Office, and also for the Council, and indicated that the CVSO database will be available to their Service Officers via the Internet, giving them “portability” when they are in the field.

She mentioned that Nathan Fletcher, one of the Members of the Council and a Marine Reservist, was recalled to active duty, and that they had recommended to the County Board of Supervisors that his seat remain vacant until his return, to which they agreed.
They are still finalizing the results of their study of Veterans Hiring practices and policies of the eighteen Cities in the County, and will release their recommendations in the near future.

“One VA” Report:  The Chairman of the “One VA” Committee, Pete Houben, commented on the history of the “One VA” Community Advisory Council.  He orated on the great advances made by the San Diego VA Healthcare System over the years since the Director, Gary Rossio, took the helm.  He mentioned that the Medicare inflation rate is about 12% per annum, but that the VA’s inflation rate is only about 5% per annum.  He emphasized the importance of Veterans letting their elected representatives know about their opinions on the status of benefits for Veterans, to include VA Healthcare funding.
San Diego County United Veterans Association:  The Chairman gave a brief report on behalf of the Association Chairperson, Karyn Damian, on the status of the formation, By-Laws and Incorporation of the Association.  He indicated Elections had been held, with Karyn Damian as Chairperson, John Weaver as Vice Chairman, and Scott Langhoff as Treasurer.   He also commented on the status of the San Diego Veterans Day Parade.  Volunteers are needed to fill a variety of positions that need to be filled to ensure we have a successful event, and gave pointed comment that new individuals are needed to replace those individuals who have been volunteering for many years.  The permits have been filed to have the Parade on Pacific Coast Highway from Grape Street to Seaport Village on Saturday, November 11th, 2006.
The 1st Vice Chairman gave additional comment.

Mt. Soledad Memorial Association:   Bob Phillips reported on behalf of the Association that there has been no significant change in the status of the pending litigation, and in the next month, the Association will be meeting with the City Attorney, City Council President and the Mayor on the issue.  Their Memorial Day Remembrance Ceremony preparations continue, this year honoring the Service of Audie Murphy with a plaque presentation.  He spoke to the issue of the placement of plaques at the Memorial.  He is seeking a recent OIF returnee that can address a corporate group with their observations of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Interested persons can contact Bob at (619) 226-7788 or bob@philmark.net .  Various members gave comment.
The Chairman lauded and introduced Bill Paxton, the 2006 San Diego County Veteran of the Year, who briefly spoke about his involvement this morning in the Special Olympics event at West Hills High School in Santee.

USS Midway Museum/CNRSW:  Joe Ciokon reported on behalf of the USS MIDWAY Museum, and indicated that the Midway is still the premiere afloat Museum in the Nation.  They are still in need of Volunteers to perform maintenance and repairs on the Ship, as well as restore aircraft.  They are also seeking Sponsors for various areas of the Ship, as well as aircraft.  Interested individuals can contact Joe at (619) 544-9600, extension 225, or jciokon@midway.org .  He went on to comment on several items involving various Naval units and personnel.
The Chairman gave comments concerning the funding of the Council, and that donations are always welcome.

Old business:  The Chairman called for Old Business or Correspondence, and hearing none, he called for New Business.
New business:  The Chairman called for any other Motions or New Business that needed to be brought before the Council.  He commented on a meeting hosted by the USS MIDWAY last Tuesday he and the Secretary attended along with other Veterans organization Leaders, where coordination of activities on several days of interest to include Memorial Day and Veterans Day were discussed.  He reported that the Midway intends to conduct a Wreath-laying Ceremony at 9:00 A.M. on Saturday, May 27th, 2006 from the Flight Deck by representatives of the major conflicts, and have invited the UVC to hold their annual monthly meeting following that event at about 9:30 A.M.
John Weaver made a Motion to hold the May meeting of the UVC on board the Midway, which was seconded by Steve Campbell.  The Chairman called for discussion, and the issue of parking was discussed, with several individuals giving comment.  The Chairman called for the question, and the Motion passed on a show of hands.
Gary Rossio and the Chairman gave additional comments about the importance of individuals attending the Veterans Disability Benefits Commission “Town Hall” meeting on June 6th.

Steve Arends commented that the VFW Department of California has lauded State Senator Bill Morrow, himself a Veteran, as California Legislator of the Year.

Max Tadlock encouraged all organizations to join him in supporting the Special Forces Association events for the 301st Psyop Unit.  He also encouraged eligible individuals to join the Military Order of Purple Hearts.

The Chairman gave closing comments.  The Meeting was adjourned at 11:50 A. M.

The next Meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, May 27th, 2006, on board the USS Midway Museum located on Harbor Drive at Broadway, and will be preceded by a Memorial Day Wreath Laying Ceremony at 9:00 A. M. on the Midway.
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