UNITED VETERANS COUNCIL 

An Alliance of Veterans Services Organizations of San Diego County

Veterans Museum and Memorial Center

2115 Park Blvd.

San Diego, CA.  92101-4782

PH:  (619) 239-2300 Email:  sdvmc@pacbellnet
Summary of Meeting

Saturday, February 25th, 2006
The Chairman:  The Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:31 A.M., and Steve Arends led the Pledge of Allegiance, with John Smith offering the Invocation.  All Council Officers were present.
The Chairman recognized Senior Chief Petty Officer Maryanne Shramko and Chief Petty Officer Michele Diehl from the San Diego Chief Petty Officers’ Association, who presented a donation for $1000.00 to the Council.  These funds were raised through the sale of “Challenge Coins”, minted last year as a part of “CPO Pride Day” on August 31st, 2005.  They also donated numerous “Challenge Coins” to the Council to be utilized as a fundraiser for the Council.  If you would like a Coin, contact the Chairman.
The Chairman then introduced Bobby Price, representing the VFW 1st District Commander, Doug Carrington, who presented a donation from the 1st District to the Council for $100.00.  He also presented a donation to the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center for $250.00, which the Chairman accepted on behalf of the Museum, since there was no representative of the Museum present.
Those present conducted the appropriate introductions.  All toll, sixty-six members of the Council and guests were present during the meeting.  The Past Chairmen and Past Veteran’s of the Year who were present were recognized and lauded.

The Chairman made opening comments, and then introduced State Senator Christine Kehoe who thanked all Veterans present for their Service, and spoke to various issues of interest, to include legislation concerning Veterans, to include the State Homes, Veterans’ Education and Mortgages.  She also spoke to the issues of Emergency Services and Homeland Security, of which she chairs the Committee addressing said issues.  She went on to address several items of legislation concerning members of the Guard and Reserve.
Pete Houben lauded Senator Kehoe for her efforts that led to the contribution of over $1.5 million dollars from a State Bond Fund toward the cost of completion of the B-24 Liberator Monument and the Veterans Memorial Garden.
A number of other members posed questions to the Senator, including funding for a variety of programs of interest to Veterans to include the State Veterans Homes.  Additional comments were made concerning enabling active duty personnel to attend State Universities and Colleges at the “In-State” tuition rate, vice the “Out of State” tuition rate, as well as several other issues.
The Chairman then introduced Ms. Francine Busby, a Candidate for the 50th Congressional District, who gave her opinion on various issues of interest to Veterans, as well as issues of integrity in Congress.  She announced that she would host a Veterans’ Forum on Sunday, March 19th, 2006, from 2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the Encinitas Community & Senior Center, 1140 Oakcrest Park Drive, Room #120, in Encinitas.  Additional information on the Forum is available be obtained by calling (760) 479-0114.  Various members posed questions to Ms. Busby.
The Chairman then introduced Dr. Sarah Young, of “Healing Field”, who described the upcoming “Healing Field” event to be held at the NTC Promenade on September 11th & 12th, 2006.   This Tribute will honor the 5th Anniversary of those who died on September 11th, 2001, our Veterans, our Active Duty, Guard and Reserve personnel who serve in the Global War on Terrorism, and our “First Responders” those Policeman and Firefighters currently serving our Communities today, by establishing a “Healing Field” of over 3,400 U.S. Flags.
Volunteers, Corporate and Individual Sponsors are sought to support this effort.  There will also be additional events over the course of the summer.  Interested parties can visit their website, www.healingfield.org/sandiego or by contacting Dr. Young at sandiego@healingfield.org or (858) 860-0461.
The Chairman then offered the Floor to Tom Richards, Chairman of the Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair Committee.  This event will be held on Saturday, June 3rd, from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center.

The Seminar will consist of Forums, held inside the Center, on topics that can improve the Veterans Community of San Diego, and the Resource Fair, currently with over 80 participants, held outside the Center.
All Veterans, Active Duty personnel and their family members are welcome to attend.  Individuals with suggestions on topics that could be included in the Forums should contact Tom Richards via email at: tarichards@caliburnus.com or by telephone at: (858) 674-0772.

The Minutes:  The Chairman called for a review of the Minutes of the January 28th, 2006, Council meeting.  He called for corrections or additions, and hearing none, the Chairman indicated they stood as published.
Treasurer’s report:  The Chairman called for the Treasurer’s report, and the Treasurer indicated that the donations of $1200.00 today, we have a current balance of $2027.53.
Chairman’s comments:  The Chairman, Joe Brunner, gave comment on the relocation of the Council meetings back to the lower Hall in the Museum.   He also indicated that the Memorial Center has closed the Councils’ bank account, and will no longer administrate our funds.  We were advised to establish our own bank account.  He stressed the fact that the Council is an “Ad-Hoc” Committee with no By-laws or Charter, and indicated that he will research the options for the Council and report back.  He also encouraged members to donate to the State Veterans Home MWR fund on their State Income Tax Form on line 65.
He also commented on recent articles concerning the proposed increases in the Tricare premiums and co-payments, as well as the Purple Heart Medal issue, and the need for drivers for the DAV Vans.
1st Vice Chairman’s comments:  Steven Campbell, the 1st Vice Chairman, commented on the upcoming return of Reservists from the 301st Psyop Company, and asked for the support of the Veterans Community and the Mayors Office for their Homecoming.
2nd Vice Chairperson’s comments:  The 2nd Vice Chairperson, Betty Nimits, presented a donation of $100 from the Navy Nurse Association to the Chairman.  She also welcomed Captain Lisa Arnold, NC, USN as the new Representative to the Council from the Naval Medical Center, and commented on the fantastic job the Medical Center is doing in caring for the combat-injured troops coming back from Iraq and Afghanistan.
Veteran’s Village of San Diego:  Al Pavich, CEO of Veteran’s Village, commented that “Stand Down 2006” will be held July 14th through the 16th, and preparations for the event are progressing well.  He also commented that the State has broached the possibility of VVSD utilizing the Barstow State Home for either an alcohol treatment facility or a homeless facility.  These opportunities are being explored by VVSD.  He indicated that AB 599 is still having ramifications at the County level.  He also indicated that new funds are being allocated to train returning Veterans, as well as some other opportunities.  He proudly reported that Phase I of their construction program is almost done, and that they are only $2 million dollars shy of full funding for Phase II.

Legislative reports:  The Chairman called for the Legislative reports.

U.S. House legislation:  John Smith commented on HR 2952, “The American Veterans Homeownership Act of 2005” which affects the CALVET Home Loan program, which has been in the House Ways & Means Committee since June of 2005.  He also reported on HR 2528, “The Military Quality of Life Act of 2005” which encompasses seven other Bills, and HR 2735, HR 2369 and HR 2131. 
U.S. Senate legislation:  Dick Rogers commented on pending Senate Legislation, to include S. 185, S. 558, and the recent Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Statements concerning the proposed increase in Tricare premiums and its’ relationship to the Tricare for Life Trust Fund.
State legislation:  Stephen Arends commented on three Bills, to include AB 1931, which would provide additional funding for the County Veterans Service Officers, AJR 36 and AJR 32.  He also mentioned that Assemblymember Horton’s Representative to the Council from the 78th District, Claudia Carrillo, is moving on to other endeavors, and has been replaced by Michelle Matter.  He also commented on the State Veterans Home donation block on the State Income Tax Return form.  He also mentioned his upcoming trip to Washington, D.C. as a part of the VFW National Legislative Committee.  He additional commented on Congressman Tom Campbell (Orange County) recent appointment to the House Veterans Affairs Committee, joining Congressman Filner on that Committee.
Naval Medical Center, San Diego:  The Chairman recognized Captain Lisa Arnold of the Naval Medical Center, who spoke about the Combat Casualty Care Center to be established and opened at the Medical Center, to begin with the Amputee Care Center around June 15th.  They are working closely with Landsthul Army Medical Center in Germany, the Walter Reed Army Medical Center, as well as Bethesda Naval Medical Center, and the San Antonio Army Medical Center on these issues.  They are also working extensively with the Traumatic Brain Injury casualties, working between all Centers to provide comprehensive care.  She also spoke to several other issues of concern that they will be addressing in the near future, and may need the assistance of the Community in resolving various issues.  Numerous questions were presented to the Captain on several topics, and she indicated she would provide a more complete report at the next meeting.
Veteran’s Museum and Memorial Center:  Dr. Abe Schragg, Curator of the Museum, reported on behalf of RADM Rod Melendez, Director of the Center.  He indicated that they have a new exhibit on the history the UDT/Seals, as well as many other projects in progress.  Their next major exhibit will be on the “Old Time Communicators”, those individuals who used radio communications and codes to communicate.  The Chairman presented a $250 donation to the Museum on behalf of the VFW 1st District Commander.
VA National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans:  Delia Fernandez reported on behalf of Bill Livingston, Director of the National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans.  She indicated that they continue to be very busy, with over 200 burials scheduled for the month of February.  The Memorial Day Committee has also been very busy, and plans are underway for the 106th Memorial Day Ceremony, to be held May 29th at 10:00 A.M. at the Cemetery.  General John Paxton, the Commanding General of Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, will be the Keynote Speaker for this event.
VA San Diego Healthcare System:  Cindy Butler, Public Affairs Officer of the VA Healthcare System, reported on behalf of Gary Rossio, Director of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego.  She provided a copy of their annual report, and gave various comments on the statistics contained therein.  She commented briefly on the inflationary increases in healthcare nationwide, and how the VA has competed with those increases.  She also commented on a recent visit from members of the House Veterans Affairs Committee, and summarized the recent inspections and visits they have had over the past year.  She also commented on the DAV Transportation article published in the San Diego Union Tribune.  She also commented on the current earthquake-retrofitting project at the Medical Center.
VA San Diego Regional Office:    Cheryl Deegan reported on behalf of Lily Fetzer, the Director of the Regional Office.  She indicated that the San Diego Regional office now has jurisdiction over Orange County, which was transferred from the Los Angeles Regional office, as well as their previous area of San Diego, Riverside and Imperial County.  They began receiving new claims for compensation and pension from Orange County residents last November, and now have received all pending claims for that County from the Los Angeles Regional office.  She also indicated that very good progress is being made with their “Coming Home to Work” initiative with the Naval Medical Center and the Department of Labor, which allows returning injured service members who are being discharged due to disability to obtain transitional employment with the VA at the Regional Office, Medical Center and National Cemetery.  They hope to have the program up and running in mid March.
She also reported that three of the Commissioners from the Veterans Disability Benefits Commission, which is conducting a study of the full range of Veterans benefits, will visit the Regional Office in San Diego sometime in June, and may hold a “Town Hall” meeting.  Information that is more specific will be released when it becomes available.  This Commission is to report any back to Congress in October of 2007.  Interested individuals can learn more about this Commission by visiting their website, www.vetscommission.org.  The Chairman and Pete Houben, amongst others, provided various comments on the intent and objectives of the Commission.

California State Veteran’s Home – Chula Vista:    Gil Acevedo, Administrator of the of the State Veteran’s Home in Chula Vista, reported that they currently have 359 residents.  He announced that their Chief of Social Work Services, Gary McKay, was selected as Social Worker of the Year for San Diego County.  He also commented on the venture with Veterans Village of San Diego to establish a Homeless Outreach program at the State Home in Barstow.  He announced their upcoming Veterans Home Golf Classic being hosted by the Support Foundation at the Admiral Baker North Golf Course on Monday, April 10th, 2006 at 1:00 P.M.  Practice starts at 11:00 A.M. with a BBQ lunch at Noon.  They will have several prizes.  Sponsors and players can obtain more information by contacting John Smith at (619) 205-1406 or by email at John.Smith@cdva.ca.gov.
Office of the Mayor of San Diego:  Rudy Fernandez reported on behalf of the Office of the Mayor, and gave comment on the progress of Phase II & III of the Veterans Memorial Garden adjacent to the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center in Balboa Park, the Mt. Soledad Memorial issue, and the Navy Broadway Complex development.  He also indicated that the Mayor is having ongoing dialogue with the military Commands in the area on a variety of issues.  He also spoke to other issues of concern to the City.
“One VA” Report:  The Chairman of the “One VA” Committee, Pete Houben, commented on the quality of the leadership at the VA Medical Center, National Cemetery and Regional Office.  He reported that the San Diego VA Healthcare System has 1800 more patients now receiving care from the system than they did one year ago.  He lauded the 50th Congressional candidates present (Francine Busby and Alan Uke), as well as State Senator Kehoe, along with the Representatives of our other elected Officials present, for their continued interest in issues of importance to the Veterans in our Community.  He also reported that the next meeting of the “One VA” Committee would be at 9:30 A.M. on Wednesday, March 15th, 2006 at the VA Medical Center in La Jolla.
San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council:  Steve Arends reported on behalf of Nancy Owen, Chairperson of the Council, and indicated that they are finalizing their report on describing the variances in Veterans preference for employment policies amongst the various Cities in the County.  He gave additional comment on the problems active duty families with disabled children are having with obtaining benefits through Tricare, and he indicated he would address this issue personally with Congressman Duncan Hunter, Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, during his upcoming visit to Washington, D.C. to attend the VFW National Legislative conference.
San Diego Veterans Day Parade Committee:  The Chairman gave a brief report on the status of the Parade.

Mt. Soledad Memorial Association:   John Smith gave brief comment for the Association as a member of the Board of Directors of the Association.  He indicated that the issue of the Cross at the Mt. Soledad Memorial is still pending further legal action in the Court system.  He also commented on their upcoming Memorial Day Ceremony, which will honor Audie Murphy, the highest decorated Veteran from WWII, but they have not been able to locate any members of his Family, so they intend to present the Flag to a member of the 3rd Infantry Division, and discovered that our own Colonel Jesse Ugalde, USA Ret., who was present at the meeting, was a member of that Division.
USS Midway Museum/CNRSW:  Joe Ciokon lauded Alan Uke and the Pearl Harbor Survivors for their efforts in bringing MIDWAY to San Diego, and reported that they are averaging at least 1,000 Visitors a day during the week and 3,000 visitors a day on the weekends.  They are still building our exhibits and opening more spaces on the Ship to the Public.  Besides the interactive audio-visual displays, they are restoring the Chief Petty Officer’s Mess, and are seeking permanent donations of Ship and Unit plaques, coffee cups and pictures that can be displayed in the Mess.  Individuals with items to donate can contact Joe at (619) 544-9600, Extension 225, or by email at: jciokon@midway.org.  They also have more aircraft coming in for display, and need individuals with helicopter maintenance skills to assist them in restoring and refurbishing helicopters for display in the Museum.  Interested individuals can also visit www.midway.org to volunteer.
Joe also reported on several newsworthy items involving the active forces in the San Diego area, as well as Nationally, to include that the USS RONALD REAGAN, homeported in San Diego, had recently launched their first combat airstrikes while on station in the Arabian Gulf theater of operations in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  He also mentioned several other upcoming events.

Old business:  The Chairman called for Old Business or Correspondence, and hearing none, he called for New Business.
New business:  The Chairman called for New Business, and the Secretary indicate he had one item of new correspondence that being a letter from the California State Military Museum in Sacramento, which is experiencing a short-term financial short fall and is seeking donations.  They can be sent to the California State Military Museum, 1119 Second Street, Sacramento, CA 95814.  The Museum is a 501(c)(3) organization, so contributions are tax deductible.  Questions can be directed to them at (916) 442-2883, and their website address is: www.militarymuseum.org.

The Chairman called for any other Motions or New Business that needed to be brought before the Council, 

Good of the Order:  The Chairman offered the Floor for issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.

Bill Paxton, the 2005 San Diego County Veteran of the Year, was recognized by the Chair, and commented on the upcoming Battle Colors Ceremony, which closed to the General Public, to be held Saturday, March 4th, at 1:30 P.M.  He can get Veterans and their Guests access to the base for this event by contacting him.  He provided additional information for this event as well as companion events at Camp Pendleton and Twenty-Nine Palms.
The Secretary reported on Council Member Tom Richards being nominated to the Rancho Bernardo Hall of Fame, with a luncheon to be held on Saturday, March 25th honoring him, as well as other nominees.  Reservations for this can be sent to Myrna Reese at 11358 Turtleback Lane, San Diego, CA 92127, with questions directed to her at (619) 487-2515.
Jesse Ugalde gave a brief comment as the former Secretary of the California Department of Veterans Affairs on the issue of the State Veteran’s Home being located in Barstow.

50th Congressional Candidate Alan Uke gave several comments about issues pertinent to Veterans in our Community, to include the Mt. Soledad and Navy Broadway complex redevelopment issues.
Tom Richards gave several comments concerning the San Diego airport issue, and a recent speech presented by the National Commander of the American Legion.

Dr. Sarah Young made a request for donations of shorts and shower shoes (flip-flops) the behalf of the Blue Star Mothers.
Terry Jensen reported that AeroTek is in dire need of prior Navy engineering ratings to fill employment positions, to include electricians, boiler technicians, machinist’s mates, and other ratings.

Bea Waggett made several comments, and reported that the California Sigma Delta Unit of the National Association of Parlimentarians is having a Workshop in San Diego on April 1st, and details will be circulated through the UVC electronic network.
The 1st Vice Chairman gave comment about military technology that can be used to defeat IED’s in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Various individuals to include the Chairman and Francine Busby gave additional comment on the topic.
The Chairman gave closing comments.  The Meeting was adjourned at 12:07 p. M.  The next Meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, March 25th, 2006, in the Lower Hall of the Veteran’s Memorial Center & Museum in Balboa Park. 
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