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Summary of Meeting

Saturday, January 28th, 2006
The Chairman:  The Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M., and led the Pledge of Allegiance, and Will Hays offered the Invocation.  All Council Officers were present.
Introductions were conducted, and all toll, sixty-one members of the Council and guests were present.
The Past Chairmen and Past Veteran’s of the Year who were present were recognized and lauded.

The Chairman made opening comments, and then introduced the Honorable Tom Johnson, Secretary of the California Department of Veterans’ Affairs.
The Secretary apologized for not visiting a Council meeting earlier during his tenure, as his prior visits to San Diego area did not always correlate with our regular meetings and related a few experiences he had enjoyed with members of our Veterans and Military Community in the past.

He cited the Staff of the State Veterans’ Home for the excellent job they do for the Residents, as well as the efforts of the Support Foundation.  He went on to state that the budget recently approved by Governor Schwarzenegger was very generous to the Department, with about an 8.7% increase in funding over last years’ budget, which was the largest increase in past history.  Among the more important items were funding for ten new full time Staff members for Behavioral Wellness program, two of which will be assigned to the Home in Chula Vista.  He also indicated that funding was made available to establish a new Alzheimer’s’ Dementia Unit with full Staffing, in the Home at Yountville, which will open this coming May.
He mentioned the progress made in construction of additional Veterans’ Homes in the State, with progress made on not only the Greater Los Angeles, Ventura and Lancaster location, but also the Fresno and Redding locations.
He also spoke about the recent addition of the “Veterans’ Quality of Life Fund” donation election on the State Income Tax forms.  Funds raised from taxpayers taking this election will go to the Morale, Welfare and Recreation fund for the State Homes.  He encouraged all Citizens to avail themselves of this option on their tax returns.
 He went on to comment on the CAL-VET Home Loan Program, and indicated it is alive and well.  He explained the issue of the requirement to have Service prior to January 1st, 1977, to qualify for the lowest interest rates, called the Qualified Veteran Mortgage bond loans, and that for the past seven years; they have been working with Congress to change the governing Statute, which affects Veterans in five States.  He indicated that the CAL-VET loans, which are indexed to the current Fannie Mae Home loan rate, now go up to $521,250, and that about 100,000 Veterans in California are still eligible for this program.  He went back to Washington D.C. last November, visited twenty-two elected Representatives and Senators in three days, and now has some progress in resolving this issue.
He additionally commented on the consistency of the California Veterans Advisory Board, which is comprised of seven Veterans having specific backgrounds.  Right now, the Board consists of Leo Burke, Vice Chairman, of Stockton, who fulfills the Finance background requirement, Dr. Vernon Chong, who fulfills the Geriatric Medicine background requirement, Randal J. Bressette, the Mayor of Laguna Hills, who fulfills the Veteran background requirement.  He also mentioned William D. Jackson, who fulfills the Veterans Home resident requirement and is due to be replaced by a Resident from the Chula Vista Home, Jake Alarid, who replaces Mr. Sinopoli on the Board, and Alice Astafan, who replaces James Crump on the Board.  The only remaining vacancy needs to be filled by a candidate with a real estate background.
The Secretary then introduced Ms. Angelica Medlock, of the San Diego Hospice and Palliative Care Center, who spoke about their mission, services available, and basic costs.  She thoroughly explained the difference between Hospice and Palliative Care, and Long Term Care.  Generally, Hospice or Palliative Care is warranted for those individuals with terminal end-stage diseases and a life expectancy of six months or less.  Patients under Medi-Care or Medi-Cal are covered for 100% of the cost of Hospice Care.  Some commercial insurance will also cover a portion of the cost.  Being a non-profit organization, San Diego Hospice and Palliative Care also receives donations from the Community, which enables them to provide services to those not otherwise covered by health insurance.
Angelica can be reached at (619) 688-1600, extension 6589, or by email at amedlock@sdhospice.org for further information.

The Secretary then offered the Floor to Rebecca “Becky” Monroy, Acting Chief of Social Work Services at the VA Medical Center in La Jolla.  She indicated that the VA works closely with San Diego Hospice and Palliative Care, as they have a “fee basis” program for Veterans who lack Medi-Care or Medi-Cal coverage.  She commented on eligibility for Long Term and Nursing Home Care available from the VA, and indicated that such care is provided directly or by contract, when clinically indicated, to Veterans that have a service-connected disability requiring such care, Veterans who are service-connected disabled at 60% or more and entitled to “Individual Unemployability”, or service-connected disabled at 70% or higher.

She reported that the San Diego VA Healthcare System currently contracts with seventeen area Nursing Homes, and conduct annual inspections on these Homes.  Interim contract care is also provided on a limited thirty-five day basis for non-service connected Veterans currently hospitalized in the VA Medical Center on a “fee-basis”, until the Veteran can enroll in Medi-Cal.  She also commented on various other types of care that can be arranged.  Some costs, such as private rooms, personal laundry, podiatry,”bed-hold” and dental care may not be covered in some instances.  You can obtain more information about VA provided long-term care by contacting the Social Work Services office at the Medical Center at (858) 552-8585. 
John Smith, of the Chula Vista State Veterans Home commented on the eligibility and costs of care and residence at the Home.  The Home offers Domiciliary or “Unassisted Living” care (165 beds), Assisted Living Care (55 beds), and Skilled Nursing care (180 beds).  Applicants must be an honorably discharged Veteran who resides in California at the time of application.  Some priority assignment consideration is given to Veterans who are Ex-POW”S or Medal of Honor recipients, amongst others.
At the Domiciliary level, the cost is 47.5% of the Veterans income or $1,200 per month, whichever is less.  At the Assisted Living level, the cost is 65% of the Veterans income or $2,300 per month, whichever is less; and, at the Skilled Nursing level, the cost is 70% of the Veterans income or $2,500 per month, whichever is less.  You can get more information about the State Veteran’s Home by calling (619) 482-6010.
The Minutes:  The Chairman called for a review of the Minutes of the November 26th, 2005, Council meeting.  He called for corrections or additions, and Bea Waggett pointed out a correction. Calling for additional corrections or additions and hearing none, the Chairman indicated they stood as corrected.
Treasurer’s report:  The Chairman called for the Treasurer’s report, and the Treasurer indicated that we have a current balance of $870.53.  He indicated that the rent had not been taken out for the first quarter of this year.
Chairman’s comments:  The Chairman, Joe Brunner, commented that this meeting begins the third term for the current Board of Officers, and although he couldn’t speak for the other Officers, this would be his last term as Chairman.  He went on to summarize the accomplishments of the Council over the past two years, and lauded the efforts of the Secretary, Scott Langhoff, to disseminate information to the San Diego Veterans’ Community through his “electronic network”.  He also cited all of the Volunteers who have made the UVC a success during his tenure.  He indicated that two of the goals of the Council for the upcoming year are to establish an operational website, and host a Veterans Seminar and Resource Fair.
He also commented on the fact that all members of the Sea Services can record their Service free in the Navy Memorial Log until the end of July.  You can learn more by visiting their website at: www.lonesailor.org
1st Vice Chairman’s comments:  Steven Campbell, the 1st Vice Chairman, commented that all present should sign the Guest Log so we can keep our Roster up to date, and that the DAV is still in dire need of volunteer Drivers for their vans, which are used to transport Veterans to their medical appointments.  Interested individuals need to have a valid Class “C” Drivers license and pass a physical, and can learn more by contacting Carolyn Jackson, DAV Transportation Coordinator, at (858) 552-7470.  He also mentioned that members of the Army Reserve 301st Psychological Operations Company from the Reserve Center at Admiral Baker Field will be returning to San Diego in March-April timeframe, and he would like to see as many people as possible turn out to welcome them home.  Some of these service members have completed two, if not three, tours of duty in Iraq.  More specific information concerning their Homecoming will be distributed via e-mail, as it becomes known.
2nd Vice Chairperson’s comments:  The 2nd Vice Chairperson, Betty Nimits, reported that the Marine Corps Aviation Museum at MCAS Miramar now has an access gate off Miramar Road, so visitors won’t have to go through the Main Gate to get to the Museum.  Consequently, more guests are visiting the Museum now, and they have a need for more volunteer Docents, Clerks for the Gift Shop, and those who can assist in aircraft refurbishment and restoration.  The Museum is open six days a week, excluding Mondays.
Legislative reports:  The Chairman called for the Legislative reports.

U.S. House legislation:  John Smith commented specifically on H.R. 2952, the Veterans’ Homeownership Act of 2005, which as Secretary Johnson indicated impacts eligibility and funding for the CALVET home loan program, and H.R. 2528, and The Military Quality of Life Act.  He also mentioned H.R. 2369, which would award the Purple Heart Medal to those who died while in captivity as a Prisoner of War.  He commented on the recent Veterans Leadership Roundtable held with Congresswoman Susan Davis.
U.S. Senate legislation:  Stephen Arends reported on behalf of Richard Rogers, who is recuperating from recent surgery.  He indicated that Senator Boxer has just become a co-sponsor on S. 1 449, a companion Bill to H.R. 2952, The Veterans Homeownership Act of 2005.
State legislation:  Stephen Arends introduced Barrett Tetlow, who spoke to SCR-17, a Resolution that urges the State to formally recognize the flag of the former Republic of Vietnam, also known as the Heritage and Freedom Flag, as a symbol of the Vietnamese-American Community in California.  Pete Houben and John Weaver gave comment on this issue.
Veteran’s Museum and Memorial Center:  Will Hays reported on behalf of RADM Rod Melendez, Director of the Center.  He commented that the Museum would shortly be opening a new UDT/SEAL exhibit, and that the Dignity Memorial ® Vietnam Memorial Wall will be on exhibit at the Museum on May 5th, 6th & 7th.  He indicated that they are always in need of more Volunteers and donations.
VA San Diego Healthcare System:  Gary Rossio, Director of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego, reported on a recent New York Times opinion/editorial article that commented on the accomplishments of VA Healthcare, and a point paper recently provided to the VA Office of the Inspector General’s Team that recently visited the Medical Center.  He also commented on their relationship with the Chula Vista State Veterans’ Home.  He mentioned recent visits to outlying areas, including Brawley, to explore expansion of the Healthcare System.
He also commented on the great support that the VA Healthcare System has received from the various Veterans Service Organizations in emphasizing the importance of funding for the System with their Members of Congress.  Also of note, is the recent news of the FDA’s approval of an inhaled form of Insulin, which is expected to be on the market by mid-summer, and will be evaluated by the VA for prescribing guidelines and/or possible limitations.  There may be a requirement for more frequent blood sugar monitoring, and a risk of worsening lung function, so the new form of insulin may not be the best regimen for some individuals.
The Chairman gave additional comments on the issue of the Veterans Service Organizations input being excluded from the VA Budget process.  The 1st Vice Chairman gave additional comment about the urgent need for Volunteer Drivers for the DAV Vans.
VA San Diego Regional Office:    Al Padilla reported on behalf of Lily Fetzer, the Director of the Regional Office.  He indicated that the Director has been selected to be the Acting Director in the Regional Office in Los Angeles, as a temporary duty.  He also reported that the review of the initial 2,100 PTSD cases has been terminated.  He also indicated that the Blinded Veterans Association does not have a representative in their office at present, and arrangements are being made to have their clients represented by the California Department of Veterans Affairs.

He also stated that they had 168 OEF/OIF cases last year, and has completed 105 of them.  The remaining 63 cases are still on active duty pending separation.  The average service-connected disability rating of these cases is 70%.  In calendar year 2004, they completed 14,800 rating claims, and in calendar year 2005, they completed 16,100.  In January 2006, they completed 4,000 rating claims, a 17% increase over the same period last year.  They had over 121,000 telephone calls in 2005, which they took over responsibility for the Orange County area on January 1st, and this will include telephone inquiries as of February 16th.  He indicated that their “abandoned call” rate is less than 7%.
He also commented on the VARO’s Resource Center, which completed 11,500 claims for other offices in 2005.  He mentioned the “Coming Home to Work” initiative, which is an agreement with the Department of Labor, U.S. Navy and State Economic Development Department. This program allows some active duty members on medical hold to utilize OJT programs within the VA Health Care System and Regional Offices, prior to their separation, with the possibility of obtaining employment with the VA following their discharge from the service.  They are also developing a program to better serve returning members of the National Guard.
The 1st Vice Chairman gave additional comment on existing programs in place to bring the next-of-kin to San Diego to be with their wounded Service members through the auspices of the Fisher House and supporting organizations.
VA National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans:  Delia Fernandez reported on behalf of Bill Livingston, Director of the National Cemetery at Ft. Rosecrans.  Delia indicated that they have performed over 250 internments in January.  She reported that the first three chapters of the environmental impact study for the Annex at MCAS Miramar have been completed, with favorable results thus far.  Funds have been allocated to the Cemetery for the raising and realignment of existing upright headstones.  General Cardenas indicated that $19.5 million dollars have been designated in the National Cemetery Administration budget for the Cemetery Annex at MCAS Miramar.
Chaplain Ritter asked Delia if a projected date was known as to when the Columbaria at Ft. Rosecrans would be filled up, and she indicated they expect the Columbaria to be filled by the end of 2007.

California State Veteran’s Home – Chula Vista:    Gil Acevedo, Assistant Deputy Secretary for State Homes Division, California Department of Veterans’ Affairs, and Interim Administrator of the State Veteran’s Home in Chula Vista, thanked the UVC and all Veterans’ Service Organizations for their support of the Home.  He recognized several other members of the Staff at the Home who were present.  The Home currently has 362 residents, with the Skilled Nursing Facility almost at capacity.  They have ongoing events occurring at the Home.
Office of the Mayor of San Diego:  Rudy Fernandez reported on behalf of the Office of the Mayor, and gave comment on many issues of concern to the Mayor, to include the recent transition to the “Strong Mayor” form of government.  He also mentioned the pending audits and investigations, the pension plan, constitution of the Board as well as legal representation of same, and restructuring and reorganizing of the Cities’ personnel, amongst other issues.
Nancy Owen posed a question if the Mayor intends to maintain the Mayor’s Veteran Advisory Board, and Rudy indicated he would.  Bill Paxton asked a question about the pending transfer of the Mt. Soledad Memorial to the Federal Government, which Rudy indicated the City was still working on.

County Veteran’s Service Office:  Tom Splitgerber, Director of the San Diego County Veteran’s Service Office, reported that he recently returned from a meeting of the California Association of CVSO’s in Sacramento, where he briefed his fellow CVSO’s on the Mental Health Services Act.  He indicated that there has been much greater progress made in San Diego, as compared to other Counties.
He also indicated that they would soon add a new Veterans Advocate position to their Staff in the next 30-45 days, so they can get an Advocate into the Escondido area.   He also commented about the handouts provided concerning the upcoming visit to San Diego of the “Story Corps” van from PBS, and that Veteran 15 - 40 volunteers are needed either in uniform, or in Veteran’s organization regalia, to act as “pseudo Security for the upcoming Thorogood Marshall Graduation Ceremony at UCSD coming up in mid-June.  You can contact Tom for additional details for either event at the Veteran’s Museum.
Veteran’s Village of San Diego:  Al Pavich, CEO of Veteran’s Village, commented that there would be one indigent Veteran Burial Ceremony conducted today, and that there are six other Veterans' slated for next month, with a special Service to be held at Glen Abbey.  Stand Down 2006 will be held July 14th through the 16th, and planning is underway.  The new VVSD Facility Project continues, and the 1st phase of construction, which includes a 112 bed Early Treatment Facility, Counseling Center and Dining Hall, is now fully funded, and completion of this phase is expected sometime in April.  They anticipate an opening Ceremony toward the end of April.  The 2nd phase of construction, which includes 24 three-bedroom apartments, is currently about $1 million shy of full funding for that phase.  The 3rd phase, which is a second 112 bed Early Treatment Facility, is in the fundraising stage.
He also commented on AB 599 funding that is coming in, and that the County can no longer refuse service to a Veteran simply because they are a Veteran.  He lauded the efforts of several individuals present for their assistance in the past, and encouraged cooperative participation amongst all entities in the future.
Al Bodenlos posed a question to Al concerning the anticipated opening date of Phase 1 of VVSD, which Al indicated he would publish as soon as it was finalized.

“One VA” Report:  The Chairman of the “One VA” Committee, Pete Houben, summarized the origins of the thirteen-year history of the “One VA” Committee.  It is a collective meeting of the VA Healthcare System, the VA Regional Office and the VA National Cemetery Directors with interested individuals from the Community on the third Wednesday of each month at 9:30 A.M. at the VA Medical Center on odd numbered months and the VA Regional Office on even numbered months.
He commented briefly on the repeated successes of the VA Healthcare System in San Diego, quoting various statistics and resolved issues.  He also spoke to the issues of proposed cuts in Medicare payment rates of up to 4.4%.
The next meeting of the “One VA” Committee will be at 9:30 A.M. on Wednesday, February 15th, 2006 at the VA Regional Office in Mission Valley.

San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council:  Nancy Owen, Chairperson of the Council, reported that they are working on a project to survey all eighteen Cities in San Diego County inquiring as to their policies on Veterans’ Preference for employment.  A draft report has been prepared, which will be made public soon.  She commented that the variety of policies amongst various Cities was remarkable, in that some Cities had no policy while others had excellent policies.
Mt. Soledad Memorial Association:  Bob Phillips reported on behalf of the Association.  He indicated that their plaques would undergo a substantial price increase effective February 1st.  A 16” plaque will increase from $1000 to $1500, 12” plaques will go from $800 to $1000, and the 8” plaques will stay priced at $600.  The reason for the increase is that costs have gone up, and they have not increased their prices since they began selling them four years ago.
He also reported that the litigation concerning the Memorial is ongoing.  Meetings have been held with the Mayor’s Office as well as members of the City Council.  He also indicated that the plans for their Memorial Day program are progressing.

Eagle’s Wings:  Will Hays reported on behalf of Chaplain Ron Ritter for “Eagle’s Wings” program.  He indicated that the next session of classes for Eagle’s Wings would be held over the four Sundays’ in March, beginning the 5th.
 Veterans’ Seminar and Resource Fair Committee:  Tom Richards reported on behalf of the Committee as Chairman.  He reported that the Seminar and Fair would be held at the Veteran’s Museum and Memorial Center on Saturday, June 3rd, from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.  It will consist of a Forum in the morning, with a lunch program, followed by a Seminar in the Afternoon, inside the Museum; and a Resource Fair outside the Museum all day long.
He indicated that theme of the day is how we can improve the Veterans Community in San Diego, and he welcomes ideas for topics of discussion from all interested parties.  He can be reached at (858) 674-0772, or via email at: tarichards@caliburnus.com
Old business:  The Chairman called for Old Business or Correspondence, and hearing none, he called for New Business.
New business:  The Chairman spoke to the issues of the Council Meeting Schedule for the year, and he indicated that the November meeting would fall on the 25th, and the December meeting would fall on the 23rd, respectively the Saturday before Thanksgiving and the Saturday before Christmas.
His recommendation was to have the regular meeting in November, and cancel the December meeting, meaning that Nominations for next years’ Officers would first be held at the October meeting, with final Nominations and Elections at the November meeting.
The Chairman’s recommendation was adopted by unanimous consent.

The Chairman called for any other Motions or New Business that needed to be brought before the Council, and hearing none, he called for issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.

Good of the Order:  The Chairman offered the floor for issues pertinent to the Good of the Order.

The Chairman asked for any other issues under the Good of the Order.

Bob White, of the Chula Vista Veterans’ Home Support Foundation, thanked VFW Post 2111 for their support of over $8,400 towards the Veterans’ Home Christmas Party this past year, and announced that their next fundraiser, the Veterans Home Golf Classic, will be held on April 10th, at Admiral Baker Golf Course, with details to follow.  For additional information on the Tournament, contact John Smith at (619) 205-1406 or by email at john.smith@cdva.ca.gov 
Sonja Dugan, Counselor/Advocate of the Military Severely Injured Center, introduced herself along with Steve Vargo, her co-worker, who are based at NMC San Diego with another co-worker at Camp Pendleton, provide guidance to returning Severely Injured Service members in need of assistance, and they are interested in any other organizations in San Diego County that can provide assistance.  Sonja can be reached by calling (619) 929-9248 or by email at sonja.dugan@militaryonesource.com
Bill Paxton commented on his attendance at the Homecoming Ceremony for the 1st Support Combat Supply Battalion, which returned from Iraq recently.  Numerous Awards were presented.

The Chairman gave closing comments.  The Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 A. M.  The next Meeting of the United Veterans Council of San Diego County will be at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, February 25th, 2006, in the Lower Hall of the Veteran’s Memorial Center & Museum in Balboa Park. 
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